Plant  A Tree 
For  All  Reasons 
■ To  Remember 
To  Congratulate 
To  Honour 

To  Say  “I  Care"  90  ^ 

Jewish  « 
National  psti 
Fund 

Ottawa 


Two  new  restaurants  open 
in  Ottawa  page  20 


Tel:  (613)  798-2411 
Fax:  (613)  798-0462 


www.ottawajewishbulletin.com 


L JL.  J 
march  9,  2009 


volume  73,  no.  10 


adar  13,  5769 


Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  Publishing  Co.  Ltd.  . 21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private,  Ottawa,  Ontario  K2A 1R9  • Publisher:  Mitchell  Bellman  • Editor:  Michael  Regenstreit  $2.00 


Israel:  A Partner  Week: 

A success  on  Ottawa 


lBy  Liana  Shlien 

The  city’s  first  Israel:  A Partner 
Week  was  successfully  held  at  the 
University  of  Ottawa  (uOttawa), 
Carleton  University  and  Algonquin 
College  from  February  23  to  27. 

The  series  of  events,  co- 
sponsored by  the  Israel  Awareness 
Committee  and  Hillei  Ottawa,  was 
organized  to  showcase  Israel’s, 
partnerships  in  the  Middle  East  and 
around  the  world,  along  with  its 
numerous  contributions  on 
environmental  issues,  humani- 
tarian aid  and  technological 
innovations. 

Guest  speakers  were  brought  in 
and  information  tables  were  set  up 
on  all  three  campuses  offering 
pamphlets  and  free  Israeli  snacks 
for  students  passing  by. 

Often  only  a few  metres  away 
were  members  of  Students 
Against  Israeli  Apartheid.  On 
February  26  they  protested  the 
banning  of  a controversial  poster 
promoting  Israeli  Apartheid  Week 


by  the  administrations  of  both 
uOttawa  and  Carleton. 

The  posters,  which  depict  a 
helicopter  labelled  “Israel” 
launching  a rocket  at  a keffiyeh- 
wearing  child  holding  a teddy  bear 
standing  on  the  word  “Gaza,”  were 
prohibited  because  both  university 
administrations  considered  them 
potentially  inflammatory  and 
inciting. 

Among  the  guest  speakers 
heard  from  during  Israel:  A 
Partner  Week  was  Jonathan 
Adelman,  a University  of  Denver 
professor  of  inteffiational  studies 
who  was  the  doctoral  dissertation 
adviser  of  Condoleezza  Rice,  the 
former  U.S.  secretary  of  state. 

In  a February  25  talk  at  Carleton 
based  on  his  recent  book.  The  Rise 
of  Israel:  A History  of  a 

Revolutionary  State,  Adelman 
began  his  remarks  to  by 
acknowledging  how  students,  in 
particular,  are  endlessly  exposed  to 
the  same  ideological  rant  by 


campuses 

groups  aiming  to  vilify  Israel  as  a 
racist,  colonialist  and  apartheid 
state. 

To  be  sure,  only  a few  rooms 
away  in  Carleton ’s  Tory  building,  a 
group  called  Cinema  Politica  was 
showing  a film,  Peace.  Propaganda 
and  the  Promised  Land:  U.S.  Media 
and  the  Israeli-Palestinian  Conflict, 
whose  basic  premise  boils  down  to 
the  familiar  canard  that  Israel 
controls  the  American  media. 

In  contrast  to  the  efforts  to 
portray  Israel  as  racist,  colonial 
and  apartheid,  Adelman  noted  that 
Israel  was,  in  fact,  founded  upon 
radically  different  ideals  which,  to 
this  day,  disclaim  those  allegations. 

“We  have  forgotten  what  a 
revolutionary  enterprise  Israel  was 
at  creation,”  Adelman  said. 

The  idea  of  a Jewish  state  in  the 
late- 19th  and  early-20th  centuries 
was  almost  unthinkable,  he  said. 

“To  proclaim  publicly  to  have  a 
Jewish  state  would  be  met  with 
(Continued  on  page  2) 


SJCC  honours  Steven  Kerzner 


Steven  Kerzner  (left)  receives  the  Ben  Karp  Soloway  JCC  Vol- 
unteer Service  Award  from  Barry  Karp  during  the  Soloway  JCC 
annual  general  meeting  February  25.  (Photo:  Peter  Waiser) 


Analysis:  Can  Bibi  draw  Livni  into  his  government? 


Editor's  note:  This  article  dis- 
cusses conditions  that  Israeli 
prime  minister-designate  Benjamin 
Netanyahu  of  Likud  would  have  to 
meet  in  order  to  convince  Kadirna 
leader  Tzipi  Livni  to  join  his  coali- 
tion. 

At  press  time,  there  was  break- 
ing news  that  talks  had  broken  off 
between  the  two  leaders  with 
Netanyahu  refusing  to  meet  those 
conditions.  There  was  also  a late 
report  that  Labor  leader  Ehud 


Barak  had  met  with  Netanyahu  and 
not  ruled  out  the  possibility  of  join- 
ing his  government. 

By  Leslie  Susser 
JERUSALEM  (JTA)  - After 
winning  the  mandate  to  form  a new 
government,  Benjamin  Netanyahu 
faces  a seemingly  intractable  politi- 
cal paradox. 

Netanyahu  owes  his  mandate  to 
the  support  of  65  right-wing  Knes- 
set members,  but  the  last  thing  the 
Likud  Party  leader  wants  is  a coali- 


tion of  right-wing  parties.  He 
knows  that  a hard-line  government 
in  which  Likud  is  weighed  down  by 
right-wing  ideologues  will  not  sit 
well  with  the  international  commu- 
nity. Netanyahu  remembers  how  his 
first  term  as  prime  minister,  from 
1996  to  1999,  was  undercut  by  a 
similar  right-wing  constellation. 

The  question  is  will  Netanyahu 
be  able  to  make  the  huge  ideologi- 
cal leap  necessary  to  bring  Tzipi 
Livni ’s  centrist  Kadirna  party  into 


his  coalition? 

Livni  is  demanding  that 
Netanyahu  accept  the  principle  of 
two  states  for  two  peoples  in  nego- 
tiations with  the  Palestinians.  So 
far,  Netanyahu  has  been  unwilling 
to  do  that. 

Another  problem  is  the  size  of 
the  coalition.  If  Netanyahu  brings  in 
Livni  and  keeps  the  right-wingers, 
he  would  have  an  unwieldy  coali- 
tion of  93  of  the  120  Knesset  mem- 
bers. To  pare  it  to  more  manageable 


proportions,  he  would  have  to  drop 
either  Avigdor  Lieberman’s  Yisrael 
Beiteinu  party,  for  a coalition  of  78, 
or  all  or  most  of  the  religious  par- 
ties. The  latter  would  reduce  his 
coalition  to  70  or  81  if  it  includes 
the  Orthodox  Sephardic  Shas  party, 
to  which  Netanyahu  reportedly  is 
beholden. 

If  he  sticks  with  the  right- 
wingers, Israel  could  be  in  for  a 
rough  ride  overseas.  The  Europeans 
(Continued  on  page  2) 
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Alternative  is  narrow  coalition 


Israeli  President  Shimon  Peres  (left)  meets  with  Benjamin  Netanyahu  February  20  in 
Jerusalem  to  inform  the  Likud  leader  he  was  chosen  to  form  a new  government. 


(Photo:  Moshe  Milner  / GPO  / BPH  Images) 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
already  have  expressed  two 
major  concerns:  that  a nar- 
row right-wing  government 
will  spell  an  end  to  peace- 
making with  the  Palestinians, 
and  that  Lieberman’s  pres- 
ence in  the  government  could 
threaten  Israeli  democracy. 
Lieberman  has  proposed  re- 
quiring loyalty  oaths  in  a bid 
to  curtail  Israeli  Arab  politi- 
cal power. 

For  the  time  being,  the 
new  American  administra- 
tion is  taking  a wait-and-see 
attitude.  But  U.S.  officials 
have  been  re-emphasizing 
Washington’s  commitment  to 
a two-state  solution. 

On  a visit  to  Israel  last 
month  that  also  included  a 
trip  to  Gaza,  Senator  John 
Kerry  (D-Mass.),  chairman 
of  the  Senate’s  Foreign  Rela- 
tions Committee,  hinted  that 
there  could  be  U.S.  pressure 
down  the  road.  On  the  key  is- 
sues, Kerry  said,  it  would  be 
up  to  Israelis  to  decide,  but 
that  the  United  States  would 
try  to  “steer”  its  ally  in  a di- 
rection that  was  good  for  Is- 
rael and  the  international 
community. 

Israeli  critics  of  Netan- 
yahu and  the  right-wingers’ 
refusal  to  accept  the  two- 
state  approach  is  much 
blunter. 

“No  Israeli  leader  will  be 
able  to  leave  Ben  Gurion  Air- 


port without  a commitment 
to  two  states,”  Kadima’s 
Haim  Ramon  declared. 

Netanyahu,  however,  has 
consistently  opposed  the 
idea.  In  2002  he  led  an  open 
rebellion  against  then-Likud 
leader  Ariel  Sharon  for  em- 
bracing two-state  idea.  In- 
stead, Netanyahu  emphasizes 
the  huge  problems  Israel 
faces  - Iran’s  nuclear  drive, 
Hamas  and  Hezbollah  terror- 
ism, and  the  global  economic 
crisis. 

In  his  efforts  to  persuade 
Livni  to  join,  Netanyahu  is  in 
a position  to  offer  her  a pick 
of  top  ministries,  an  equal 
number  of  portfolios  to 
Likud  and  an  equal  number 
of  seats  in  the  security  Cabi- 
net. The  stumbling  block  is 
the  government’s  program. 

In  an  initial  coalition 
meeting  with  Livni  at 
Jerusalem’s  Inbal  Hotel  on 
February  22,  Netanyahu  ar- 
gued that  the  big  issues  on 
the  national  agenda  were  al- 
most certain  to  be  Iran, 
terrorism  and  the  economic 
crisis,  and  that  peacemaking 
with  the  Palestinians  likely 
would  take  a back  seat. 
Therefore,  he  said,  a formula 
could  be  found  to  paper  over 
their  differences  on  the  two- 
state  solution,  at  least  until 
they  become  relevant  quite 
some  time  down  the  road. 

That  was  not  enough  for 


Livni,  who  is  making  a clear 
two-state  commitment  from 
Netanyahu  the  ultimate  test 
of  whether  they  can  work  to- 
gether. 

Livni  is  convinced  that 
she  stands  to  gain  politically 
from  going  into  the  opposi- 
tion. By  doing  so,  she  could 
argue  ideology  is  more  im- 
portant to  her  than  ministeri- 
al jobs  and  that  she  really  is 
“a  different  kind  of  politi- 
cian” motivated  primarily  by 
principles,  not  power. 

Initial  surveys  conducted 
by  Kadima  pollster  Kalman 
Guyer  show  that  taking  the 
moral  high  ground  this  way 
could  win  Livni  considerable 
public  support.  As  leader  of 
the  opposition,  moreover,  she 
would  be  able  to  establish 
herself  as  a national  leader 
and  alternative  prime  minis- 
ter. This  is  one  reason 
Labor’s  Ehud  Barak  already 
has  said  he  is  determined  to 
keep  his  party  in  opposition. 

In  her  meeting  with  Ne- 
tanyahu, Livni  was  adamant 
about  continuing  to  pursue 
the  Palestinian  track. 

“It  was  in  this  room  that  I 
conducted  negotiations  with 
Abu  Ala;  1 don’t  want  it  to  be 
the  room  in  which  I end 
them,”  she  declared,  refer- 
ring to  leading  Palestinian 
Authority  negotiator  Ahmed 
Qureia. 

Speaking  to  reporters  af- 


terward, Livni  confirmed  that 
unless  Netanyahu  made 
major  concessions  in  the  new 
government’s  policy  guide- 
lines, Kadima  was  headed  for 
the  opposition. 

The  Likud  response  to 
Livni ’s  moral  argument  for 
opposition  is  that  with  such 
huge  challenges  on  the  hori- 
zon, she  should  rise  above 
petty  personal  and  party  po- 
litical interests  for  the  nation- 
al good. 

But  so  far  there  is  little 
pressure  inside  Kadima  for 
Livni  to  change  her  ap- 
proach. Even  members  of  the 
rival  camp  led  by  outgoing 


Transportation  Minister 
Shaul  Mofaz  are  backing  her 
position. 

“There  is  no  point  in  join- 
ing a government  that  does- 
n’t take  the  internationally 
accepted  two-state  solution 
on  board,”  Mofaz  supporter 
Zeev  Boim  declared  the  day 
after  Livni’s  meeting  with 
Netanyahu. 

Although  at  this  point 
Netanyahu’s  chances  of  per- 
suading Livni  to  join  his  gov- 
ernment seem  remote,  the 
two  leaders  agreed  to  meet 
again. 

The  ball  is  very  much  in 
Netanyahu’s  court.  He  will 


have  to  come  up  with  con- 
vincing answers  on  the  key 
Kadima  issues,  which  be- 
sides two  states  for  two  peo- 
ples include  civil  marriage 
and  changing  the  electoral 
system. 

Otherwise,  as  seems  like- 
ly, Netanyahu  will  find  him- 
self at  the  head  of  a narrow 
right-wing  government,  buf- 
feted on  the  international 
stage  and  squeezed  domesti- 
cally over  child  allowances 
and  other  budget  allocations 
in  a time  of  economic  hard- 
ship. 

The  choice  is  Netan- 
yahu’s. 


Adelman:  Israeli  state  rooted  in  Russian  socialism 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
ridicule.”  By  1924,  the 
Soviet  Zionist  organization 
was  liquidated,  with  its 
members  deported  to 
Siberia,  and  the  most 
steadfast  Zionist  leaders 
were  later  killed  during  the 
Holocaust.  The  Jewish  state 
came  about  “out  of 
desperation  and  Russian 
socialism,”  Ade-lman  said. 

In  the  First  Aliyah,  which 


began  in  1881,  the  early 
Zionists  sought  to  create  a 
model  socialist  democratic 
society  that  bore  little 
similarity  to  the  western 
capitalist  world  and  whose 
success  depended  on 
cooperation,  Adelman  told 
his  listeners. 

The  Israel  Defense 
Forces,  too,  were  at  their 
inception,  a socialist  egali- 
tarian entity,  focused  on 


human  intelligence  and  led 
by  kibbuizniks.  Women’s 
participation  was  enforced 
owing  to  both  a concern  to 
not  cut  off  women  from  the 
rest  of  society  and  the 
pressing  need  for  total 
mobilization. 

“Israelis  had  the  will  to 
fight  against  enormous 
odds,”  Adelman  said,  out  of 
necessity  for  the  state's 
survival. 


Commenting  on  the 
present  situation,  Adelman 
contended  that  Israel  today  is 
in  the  best  of  times,  having 
established  itself  as  a 
regional  power  enjoying 
good  relations  with  162 
countries,  but  also  in  the 
worst  of  times,  given  the 
existential  threat  posed  by  a 
nuclear  Iran. 

In  dealing  with  the 
growing  spread  of  anti-Israel 
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incitement,  Adelman’s  ad- 
vice to  defenders  of  the 
Israeli  viewpoint  is  to  forget 
about  trying  to  persuade  the 
extreme  minority  whose  anti- 
Israel  views  are  solidly 
entrenched,  and  instead  to 
focus  on  accurately  in- 
forming and  convincing  the 
broad  majority,  who  lack  a 
stance  on  the  Israeli- 
Palestinian  conflict. 

In  addition  to  his 
Carleton  presentation,  Adel- 
man also  spoke  at  uOttawa 
about  Israel’s  international 
relations. 


Jonathan  Adelman  speaks 
to  Carleton  University  stu- 
dents during  Israel:  A Part- 
ner Week. 

(OJB  Photo:  Liana  Shlien) 


Correction  - Trip  to  Ukraine 

The  phone  number  in  an  article  submitted  to  the  Bul- 
letin - Trip  to  Ukraine  to  showcase  revival  of  Jewish 
community , February  23  - was  incorrect. 

The  correct  number  to  call  for  information  is  1-888- 
956-0003. 
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75th  ANNIVERSARY 
Volunteer  Award  Ceremony 

Wednesday,  May  20,  2009  • 7 pm 


Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building 
Social  Hall 

21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 


Recognizing  75  outstanding  community  volunteers 
who  selflessly  dedicate  their  time  and  energy  to  help  the 
Federation  accomplish  its  goals  and  serve  its  mission  to  maintain 
a vibrant  Jewish  life  in  Ottawa. 

Everyone  welcome. 

Refreshments  to  follow. 

For  more  information  613-798-4696  ext. 236. 


www.jewishottawa.com 

Live  Generously.® 

IT  DOES  A WORLD  OF  GOOD 
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JFS  outreach  program  trains  local  Russian 
for  volunteer  leadership  in  the  community 


By  Geremy  Miller 
Jewish  Family  Services 
For  six  months  Vladimir 
Vais,  the  Jewish  Family  Ser- 
vices (JFS)  Decade  Plus  Im- 
migrant Russian  Outreach 
worker,  has  been  busy  re- 
cruiting potential  leaders 
from  within  Ottawa’s  Russ- 
ian Jewish  community,  and 
contacting  community  agen- 
cies about  the  outTeach  pro- 
gram aimed  at  developing 
leadership  within  the  Russian 
Jewish  community  and  en- 
couraging their  active  partic- 
ipation within  the  main- 
stream Jewish  community. 

On  January  29,  nearly  30 
members  of  the  Russian- 
speaking  Jewish  community 


Allan  Taylor 


■ GROUP  PLANS 

■ LIFE  INSURANCE 

■ DISABILITY  INSURANCE 

■ PENSION  and  RRIFs 

613-244-9073 


met  at  the  Soloway  Jewish 
Community  Centre  (JCC)  to 
learn  more  about  the  program 
from  Mila  Voihanski,  execu- 
tive director  of  Jewish  Immi- 
grant Aid  Services  (JIAS), 
and  Ronda  Wunsch,  national 
co-ordinator  of  the  JIAS  Op- 
portunity for  Leadership 
Training  (JOLT)  project. 

Voihanski  and  Wunsch 
addressed  the  program’s 
goals: 

• Building  welcoming 
Jewish  communities  through 
dialogue  and  creating  oppor- 
tunities for  Russian-speaking 
Jewish  leadership; 

• Connecting  Russian 
Jews  with  the  local  Jewish 
community  and  educating 
local  communities  about  the 
Russian  Jewish  experience; 

• Enabling  Russian  Jews 
to  feel  empowered  and  leam 
the  nuts  and  bolts  of  Jewish 
communal  leadership  in 
Canada  to  develop  the  practi- 
cal tools  and  skills  they  need 
to  become  leaders  in  the  Jew- 
ish community;  and 


JOLT  participants  from  the  Russian  Jewish  community  meet  January  29  at  the  Soloway  JCC. 


• Deepen  Jewish  identity 
among  Russian  Jews  and 
unite  them  with  the  broader 
Jewish  community. 

While  Vais  recognizes 
there’s  a long  road  ahead  of 
him  in  trying  to  bring  the  two 
communities  closer  together, 
he  maintains  that,  despite  the 
challenges,  the  program’s 
success  will  be  of  tremendous 
benefit  to  the  community. 


“Bringing  the  two  com- 
munities together  is  easier 
said  than  done,”  said  Vais. 
“There  are  many  cultural  dif- 
ferences between  the  two. 
But  encouraging  dialogue 
and  finding  places  for  Russ- 
ian leaders  to  participate  in 
Jewish  community  life  will 
only  strengthen  the  Jewish 


community  of  Ottawa.” 

JOLT  is  now  taking  place 
as  a pilot  project  in  Vancou- 
ver, Calgary  and  Ottawa. 
Plans  are  to  eventually  ex- 
pand the  program  to  larger 
Jewish  communities  in  Cana- 
da and  the  United  States. 

Local  organizations  cur- 
rently participating  in  the  pro- 


gram are  JFS,  the  Jewish  Fed- 
eration of  Ottawa,  Hillel 
Lodge,  Tamir  Foundation,  the 
Soloway  JCC,  Yitzhak  Rabin 
High  School,  Hillel  Academy, 
Cheder  Rambam  and  Torah 
Academy  of  Ottawa.  All  have 
agreed  to  help  JOLT  partici- 
pants find  meaningful  volun- 
teer positions. 


Employment  Opportunity 

Jewish  Family  Services  of  Ottawa 
is  seeking  a 

Program  Manager 
for  the  Thelma  Steinman 
Senior  Services  Unit 

Jewish  Family  Services  is  seeking  a dynamic  professional  social  work  manager 
for  the  seniors  unit  to  oversee  all  operations  in  the  unit. 

Responsibilities  include  volunteer  coordination,  meal  programs,  outreach 
programs,  advocacy,  caregiver  support,  case  management,  intake  and  supervision  of 
the  counseling  for  seniors  and  adults  with  disabilities. 

The  manager  is  responsible  for  annual  performance  evaluations  of  unit  stuff, 
program  evaluation  and  development,  community  outreach,  strategic  planning  and 
reporting  to  funders. 

Qualifications 

• MSW  or  related  human  service  graduate  degree 

• Eligibility  with  professional  regulatory  body  such  as  OCSWSSW 

• 3 years  experience  working  with  seniors  and  adults  with  disabilities 

• 2 years  experience  in  supervision  and/or  management 

• Knowledge  of  and  sensitivity  to  Jewish  community,  culture  and  traditions 

• Familiar  with  issues  related  to  aging  and  retirement 

• Knowledge  of  seniors’  resources  and  services  in  Ottawa 

• Familiar  with  the  strategic  direction  of  the  Local  Health  Integrated  Network 

• Experience  with  grant  application  process  and  annual  submission  to  funders 

• Excellent  communications  skills,  written  and  oral 

Resume  and  covering  letter  outlining  relevant  qualifications 
must  be  received  by:  March  13,  2009 

Fax:  (613)  722-7570 
Email:  kblakely@jfsottawa.com 
Attention:  Karen  Anne  Blakely 


Rare  volume  of  Yiddish  poetry 
in  the  Lowy  Collection 


By  Murray  Citron 

Naie  Idise  Dihtung,  a 112-page  paper- 
back collection  of  new  Jewish  poetry  pub- 
lished in  Romania  in  1945  by  the  Y.L. 
Peretz  Jewish  Culture  Circle,  has  been  ac- 
quired by  the  Jacob  M.  Lowy  Collection  at 
Library  and  Archives  Canada. 

In  1940,  there  were  about  800,000  Jews 
in  Romania;  only  about  350,000  survived 
the  Holocaust. 

Among  the  survivors  were  poets  Jacob 


Panner  and  Eliezer  Frenkel.  Panner  had 
spent  the  war  years  in  concentration  camps 
in  Transneistra,  an  area  of  Ukraine  east  of 
Romania  that  was  occupied  by  both  Ro- 
manian and  German  troops. 

Panner  and  Frenkel  put  together  this  an- 
thology of  then-recent  poems  by  57  Yiddish 
poets  and  transliterated  them  in  the  Latin  al- 
phabet. 

As  they  later  explained,  it  had  to  be  done 
(Continued  on  page  5) 
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Congregation  Beth  Shalom 


151  Chapel  Street 


Community  Passover  Seder 

Come  and  join  Cantor  Benlolo  and  his  family  as  he  adds  a new  twist 
to  our  Passover  Seder  while  keeping  old  traditions. 

Thursday,  April  9,  2009  • 6:45  p.m. 

Fully  Kosher  for  Pesach  meal  catered  by  Creative  Kosher  Catering 
Under  Supervision  of  the  Vaad  HaKashrut 

Tickets:  $40.00  / Adult ; $20.00  / Children  under  12 
Reserved  Seating  Only 
Supervised  Playroom  Available 

RSVP  to  the  Congregation  Beth  Shalom  Office  at 
613-789-3501  ext.  223  or  info@bethshalom.ca 
by  Thursday  April  2,  2009 
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Initiative  will  help  send  40  new  campers  to  CBB  Ottawa 

Rlr  f I O II O Clllinn  .1 4.  - l'  ...  . 


By  Liana  Shlien 

An  initiative  aimed  at  in- 
creasing enrolment  of  new 
campers  at  Jewish  overnight 
camps  in  North  America  is 
coming  to  Camp  B’nai  Brith 
(CBB)  of  Ottawa  this  sum- 
mer and  will  benefit  40 
children. 

The  Campership  Initiative 
Program  provides  subsidies 
of  $1,000  to  qualifying 
campers  and  is  sponsored  by 
the  Foundation  for  Jewish 
Camp  (FJC). 

The  foundation  awarded 
$20,000  to  CBB  Ottawa, 
which  was  responsible  for 
raising  matching  funds. 
Thanks  to  an  anonymous 
Ottawa  donor  who  provided 
$20,000,  CBB  Ottawa  has  a 
total  of  $40,000  for  the 
program. 

Michael  Polowin,  presi- 


dent of  the  CBB  Ottawa 
board,  and  David  Lisbona, 
the  board  member  who  initi- 
ated CBB  Ottawa’s  involve-, 
ment,  are  both  very  excited 
about  the  program. 

“We’re  glad  Ottawa  has 
now  the  same  opportunities  as 
Toronto  and  Montreal,”  said 
Lisbona  noting  the  involve- 
ment of  Jeff  Bradshaw,  senior 
director  of  planning  at  the 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa, 
in  launching  the  project. 

The  Campership  Initiative 
Program  aims  to  spark  a life- 
long bond  with  Jewish  cul- 
ture and  heritage  in  a child 
who  has  never  attended  an 
overnight  Jewish  camp  or 
Jewish  day  school. 

“It  provides  a Jewish  im- 
mersive experience  for  chil- 
dren who  have  not  had  one,” 
said  Polowin. 


“Many  studies  demon- 
strate Jewish  day  camps  lend 
more  to  continued  affiliation 
than  any  other  experience.” 

Through  Ottawa’s  incen- 
tive program,  families  will 
receive  a $1,000  subsidy  to 
enrol  their  child  in  a camp 
session  lasting  at  least  three 
weeks.  The  grant  will  be  in 
addition  to  what  Camp  B’nai 
Brith  Ottawa  already  offers  - 
net  benefits  of  $250  for  a half 
session  or  $500  for  a full-ses- 
sion for  first-time  campers. 

The  Campership  Initiative 
Program,  which  began  in 
Chicago  in  2006,  seeks  to 
dramatically  increase  Jewish 
camp  enrolment  across  North 
America.  In  2008,  it  expand- 
ed to  20  communities.  About 
$4.5  million  in  subsidies  sent 
more  than  4,000  new 
campers  to  120  different 


Yiddish  poetry  collection 


(Continued  from  page  4) 
in  the  Latin  alphabet  as  there 
was  no  Yiddish  type  and  no 
Jewish  typesetters.  The  book 
was  printed  in  Jassy,  the 
scene  of  one  of  the  worst 
Romanian  pogroms. 

The  collection  begins 
with  a quote  by  Y.L.  Peretz, 
speaking  at  the  Czemovitz 
conference  on  the  Yiddish 
language  in  1908: 

“For  our  Yiddish  to  be 
recognized  on  equal  terms 
with  other  world  languages, 
it  must  be  accessible  to  the 
world.  We  must  therefore 
make  available  our  best  cul- 


tural work  in  Latin  letters.” 

Peretz  could  not  have 
known  in  1 908  that  the  dan- 
ger to  Yiddish  was  beyond 
what  could  be  spelled  out  in 
any  alphabet.  However,  his 
successors,  Panner  and 
Frenkel,  showed  that  Yid- 
dish survives  - in  whatever 
alphabet. 

Two  years  later,  in  1947, 
Panner,  Frenkel  and  the 
Peretz  Yiddish  Culture  Cir- 
cle, with  the  help  of  Ro- 
manian Jews  in  New  York, 
published  an  expanded  an- 
thology of  new  Yiddish  po- 
etry, with  writings  by  90 


poets,  this  time  in  Yiddish 
type. 

These  books  contain  po- 
etry of  the  highest  quality, 
including  many  works 

strong  enough  to  merit 
translation. 

Among  the  poets  includ- 
ed in  the  books  are  Itzik 
Manger,  for  whom  Israel 
has  named  a prestigious 
Yiddish-language  literary 
prize,  Jacob  Glatstein, 
Peretz  Markish,  and  four 
poets  who  came  to  Canada, 
Rachel  Kom,  Shalom  Stem, 
Melech  Ravitch,  and  Y.Y. 
Segal. 


campers  enjoy  the  pool  at  Camp  B’nai  Brith  of  Ottawa. 


overnight  summer  camps. 

The  FJC  was  recently 
given  $15  million  dollars 
from  an  anonymous  donor, 
allowing  the  program  to  be 
brought  to  even  more  com- 
munities. 

For  more  information,  or 
to  apply  to  the  Campership 
Initiative  Program,  contact 
Camp  B’nai  Brith  Ottawa  at 
613-244-9210. 


The  GISHUR  CENTER 
Rabbi  Ely  M.  Braun,  M.S. 

Psychotherapist,  Mediator,  Coach 


Churchill  Professional  Building  613-721-1262 
725  Churchill  Avenue  N Suite  200  Insurance 

Ottawa,  Ontario  K1Z5G7  receipts 

embraun@gishurcenter.org  available 

“ ...  Bridging  Heaven  and  Earth ...” Zohar 


0Jx^ 


If  you  have  items  to  donate,  please  contact t Alnon 
at  the  Tamir  office:  613-725-3519  ex  . 
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Applauding  the  resourcefulness  of  our  students 


It  is  not  surprising  that  during  challenging 
times  there  is  a marked  increase  in  anti-Israel 
and  anti-Semitic  sentiment.  The  recent  events 
in  Gaza  provided  many  with  a platform  from 
which  to  demonize  Israel  and  world  Jewry. 

With  this  increase  in  anti-Israel  and  anti- 
Semitic  sentiment  endemic  around  the  globe, 
it’s  also  hit  close  to  home  on  our  university 
campuses. 

Overzealous  rallies  against  Israel,  intimi- 
dating and  inflammatory  student  demonstra- 
tions, anti-Semitic  slurs  and  a constant 
barrage  of  posters  expressing  a wide  range  of 
anti-Israel  sentiments,  are,  unfortunately,  be- 
coming all  too  commonplace  on  our  campus- 
es, creating  a very  unsettling  atmosphere  for 
Jewish  students. 

This  past  week,  the  annual  Israel 
Apartheid  Week  (1AW)  was  held  on  many 
university  campuses  around  the  country,  in- 
cluding the  University  of  Ottawa  and  Car- 
leton  University. 

Now  in  its  fifth  year,  IAW  hosts  a series  of 
programs,  including  lecturers,  purporting  to 
educate  people  about  the  nature  of  Israel’s 
apartheid  state.  Its  stated  goal  to  delegitimize 
Israel  and  dispel  the  myth  of  Israeli  democracy 
only  serves  to  exacerbate  anti-Israel  and  anti- 
Semitic  feelings  on  campus. 

While  students  are  experiencing  growing 


Federation 

Report 


anti-Israel  and  anti-Semitic  sentiments  and,  in 
some  instances,  have  been  the  victims  of  anti- 
Semitic  incidents,  it  is  encouraging  to  see  the 
support  the  Jewish  students  are  receiving 
from  the  administrations  of  each  of  our  local 
universities. 

Feridun  Hamdullahpur,  Carleton’s  provost, 
addressed  the  issue  to  the  student  body  stating 
that,  while  universities  across  Canada  are 
known  for  taking  extraordinary  measures  to 
promote  freedom  of  speech  and  encouraging 
civil  discourse  amongst  students  and  teachers, 
“it  would  not  tolerate  actions  that  infringe  or 
contravene  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
and  Carleton’s  own  University  Human  Rights 
Policy.  He  further  stated  that  “discrimination, 
harassment  and  intolerance  ...  are  contrary  to 
the  mission  of  Carleton  University  and  put  in 
peril  the  essence  of  the  Canadian  university 
experience.” 

This  insistence  on  civil  discourse  should, 


hopefully,  prevent  situations  like  the  recent 
incident  at  York  University  in  Toronto  when 
police  had  to  be  called  to  protect  the  safety  of 
Jewish  students  or  the  violent  demonstration 
at  Montreal’s  Concordia  University  in  2002. 

Thankfully,  the  Carleton  administration 
headed  by  President  Roseann  Runte  has  made 
it  clear  that  Carleton  is  a place  where  difficult 
issues  need  to  be  debated  and  discussed,  but 
this  debate  cannot  import  the  hatreds  of  the 
conflicts  themselves.  This  commitment  was 
tested  when  the  Students’  Against  Israeli 
Apartheid  advertised  IAW  with  a disturbing 
and  intentionally  provocative  poster. 

The  poster  shows  a helicopter  gunship  la- 
belled “Israel”  firing  a rocket  at  a small  child 
holding  a teddy  bear.  The  child’s  shadow 
spells  out  the  word,  “Gaza.”  Clearly  a mis- 
leading image  meant  to  suggest  that  small 
children  were  the  intended  targets  of  Israel’s 
recent  military  action  in  Gaza.  The  university 
administrations  recognized  the  intention  of 
the  poster  to  provoke  anti-Israel  hatred  and 
banned  it,  sparking  a groundswell  of  resent- 
ment with  anti-Israel  groups. 

Along  with  the  university  administrations, 
we  need  to  applaud  the  impressive  resource- 
fulness of  the  Jewish  students  on  our  campus- 
es, many  of  whom  are  actively  involved  with 
Hillel  Ottawa,  the  Foundation  for  Jewish 


Campus  Life,  in  their  advocacy  on  behalf  of 
Israel  and  the  Jewish  people. 

Their  response  to  IAW  this  year  was  to  de- 
velop the  first  annual  Israel : A Partner  Week. 
In  collaboration  with  the  Israel  Awareness 
Committee,  students  dedicated  the  week  of 
February  23  to  highlighting  Israel’s  partner- 
ships in  the  Middle  East  and  across  the  world 
in  such  fields  as  the  environment,  humanitari- 
an aid,  trade,  high-tech  and  refugee  uptake. 

Our  students  are  to  be  commended  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  deal  with  the  daily  chal- 
lenges of  the  front  lines,  tabling  their  issues 
and  concerns,  and  continuing  to  combat  the 
negative  and  inaccurate  perceptions  of  Israel 
while  adhering  to  the  standards  set  by  the  uni- 
versity. We  also  have  community  representa- 
tives actively  involved  in  the  universities  who 
are  relentless  in  the  pursuit  of  quality  educa- 
tion and  environment  for  our  Jewish  students. 

Ottawa  has  two  great  universities  that  sup- 
port students  in  their  pursuit  of  higher  educa- 
tion and  actively  encourage  open  and  civil 
academic  discourse  for  everyone. 

We  continue  to  be  vigilant  about  how  Jew- 
ish students  are  treated  and  about  how  Israel 
is  portrayed  on  our  campuses.  While  there 
have  been  troubling  incidents,  we  should  not 
lose  sight  of  the  progress  we  have  made  and 
champion  those  involved. 


Blessing  of  the  Sun:  a once-in-28-years  event 


We  may  be  going  through  a turbulent  year 
economically,  but,  in  Jewish  tradition,  this 
year  is  unique  and  special.  This  Jewish 
calendar  year  will  be  highlighted  next  month 
with  the  Blessing  of  the  Sun,  an  event  that 
happens  once  every  28  years. 

According  to  tradition,  the  sun  was 
created  at  the  moment  of  the  spring  equinox, 
which  coincided  with  the  first  moment  of  the 
fourth  day  of  creation,  the  day  when  God  set 
the  sun,  moon  and  all  the  heavenly  bodies 
into  orbit.  Since,  in  Jewish  tradition,  the  day 
begins  at  the  previous  nightfall,  as  we  see  in 
the  Torah’s  account  of  the  story  of  creation, 

“It  was  evening,  and  it  was  day.”  This 
actually  happened  with  nightfall  on  Tuesday 
evening. 

Every  28  years,  the  sun  returns  to  the 
exact  position,  at  the  same  time  of  the  week, 
which  it  occupied  at  the  time  of  its  creation, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  day  of  creation. 
A special  blessing,  called  Birkat  Hachamah, 
the  Blessing  of  the  Sun,  is  recited  the  next 
morning  to  mark  this  event.  This  once-every- 
28-years  event  will  happen  this  year  on  April 
8 (Nissan  14,  5769),  the  morning  before 
Passover.  Due  to  the  rarity  of  this  event,  this 
blessing  is  customarily  recited  amid  large 
public  gatherings  of  men,  women  and 
children.  1 am  sure  that  there  will  be  more 
than  one  venue  in  Ottawa  where  you’ll  be 
able  to  join  this  special  ceremony  that  only 
happens  three  or  four  times  in  a person’s  life. 

We  recite  various  blessings  every  day  to 
thank  God  for  everything  he  gives  us.  But 
the  Blessing  of  the  Sun  is  unique,  for  the 
existence  of  nearly  all  life  on  earth  is  fuelled 


From  the 
pulpit 


by  light  from  the  sun.  Every  morning, 
without  fail,  the  sun  rises  in  the  east  and 
bathes  us  with  its  sustaining  rays,  causing 
flowers  to  grow  and,  through  the  process  of 
photosynthesis,  providing  oxygen  for  all 
creatures.  When  we  will  recite  “Blessed  are 
You,  Lord  our  God,  King  of  the  universe, 
who  re-enacts  the  works  of  creation”  on 
April  8 this  year,  we  will  express  our  thanks 
and  declare  our  recognition  that  it  is  God 
who  makes  everything  happen  even  that 
which  we  call  “phenomenon  of  nature.” 

It  is  no  coincidence  that,  in  this 
challenging  economic  year,  we  gather  to 
bless,  not  the  sun,  but  rather  we  thank  God 
for  creating  the  sun  and  providing  through  it. 
Day  in,  day  out  we  get  up  in  the  morning,  we 
go  to  work  and  hopefully  collect  a day’s 
earnings  and  live  our  lives.  The  blessing  of 
the  sun  reminds  us  that  our  sense  of  security 
is  derived  not  from  our  bank  accounts  and 
stock  portfolios,  but  from  the  confidence  that 
the  same  God  who  created  us  and  placed  us 
upon  this  earth  also  provides  our  means  of 
sustenance.  No,  there  are  no  free  lunches 
falling  down  from  the  heavens  like  the 
manna  our  ancestors  ate  in  the  desert,  but,  if 
we  do  our  part,  God  will  do  His  and  ensure 


that  we  survive  this  challenging  tide. 

Doing  our  part  means  not  just  getting  a 
job,  but  also  acquiring  mortgages,  insurance 
plans,  retirement  accounts  and  a slew  of  other 
financial  instruments.  But  the  basic  equation 
is:  we  do  our  part  to  better  God’s  world,  and 
God  does  His  part  in  providing  us  the  means 
to  do  so.  It  is  to  this  partnership  with  our 
Creator  that  we  have  learned  to  look  as  our 
source  of  happiness,  fulfillment  and  security. 

True  security  can  only  come  from 
something  that  is  not  temporary.  Everything 
in  this  material  universe  is  intrinsically 
impermanent.  We  are  mortals  living  in  an 


ever-changing  and  ever-aging  world. 
Everything  physical  erodes,  ages  and  dies. 
Everything  that  has  a beginning  has  an  end. 
Our  looks,  our  youth,  our  food,  our 
belongings  and,  yes,  our  money,  all  get 
depleted. 

So,  this  year  on  April  8,  brighten  up  your 
year  and  your  life  by  joining  thousands  of 
Jews  throughout  the  world  who  will  thank 
God  for  this  awe-inspiring  universe  we 
inhabit.  And,  while  you’re  at  it,  thank  God 
for  everything  He  gives  you,  for  He  is  the 
real  provider  and  there  is  no  economic 
downturn  for  Him. 
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Crossing  the  line  from  criticizing  Israel  to  anti-Semitism 


This  issue  of  the  Bulletin  went  to  press 
just  before  Israeli  Apartheid  Week  (I AW)  was 
held  on  the  campuses  of  many  North  Ameri- 
can universities,  including  Carleton  Universi- 
ty and  the  University  of  Ottawa.  Events  like 
IAW  give  rise  to  the  question  of  when  and 
how  criticisms  of  actions  taken  by  the  Israeli 
state  cross  the  line  into  anti-Semitism. 

Policies  and  actions  of  the  Israeli  govern- 
ment - like  those  of  any  government  - are 
fair  game  for  criticism.  Criticizing  an  Israeli 
government  policy  or  action  is  not  inherently 
anti-Semitic. 

However,  it  has  become  painfully  obvious 
that  some  of  the  anti-Israel  activity  we  see  is 
anti-Semitic.  MP  Irwin  Cotier,  a former  jus- 
tice minister  and  longtime  human  rights  ac- 
tivist, points  to  a new  kind  of  anti-Semitism 
masquerading  as  anti-Zionism.  Whereas  tradi- 
tional anti-Semitism  was  directed  at  the  rights 
of  Jews  to  live  as  equal  members  in  whatever 
society  Jews  were  present,  the  new  anti-Semi- 
tism is  directed  against  Israel  as  “the  collec- 
tive Jew  among  the  nations." 

In  his  keynote  address  to  the  Inter-parlia- 
mentary Coalition  for  Combatting  Anti-Semi- 
tism conference  in  London  last  month.  Cotier 
described  three  types  of  this  new  anti-Semi- 
tism. 

The  first  is  genocidal  and  is  manifested 
by  governments  like  Iran's  threatening  to 
wipe  Israel  off  the  map,  terrorist  movements 
like  Hamas,  Hezbollah,  Islamic  Jihad  and 
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Michael 

Regenstreif 


Al-Qaeda  whose  covenants  “call  for  the  de- 
struction of  Israel  and  the  killing  of  Jews 
wherever  they  may  be,”  and  even  religious 
fatwas  “where  Jews  and  Judaism  are  charac- 
terized as  the  perfidious  enemy  of  Islam." 

The  second  is  ideological  and  is  manifest- 
ed by  demonizing  Israel  as  a racist,  apartheid 
or  Nazi  state.  This  ideological  anti-Semitism 
masquerading  as  anti-Zionism  seeks  to  dele- 
gitimize  Israel  as  a state.  Here  at  home,  this 
kind  of  anti-Semitism  seeks  to  tarnish  pro-Is- 
rael activists  with  guilt-by-association.  This  is 
the  kind  of  thinly  veiled  anti-Semitism  Jewish 
students  are  often  faced  with  on  campus. 

Legalized  anti-Semitism  is  the  third  type. 
“Here,”  said  Cotier,  “anti-Semitism  simulta- 
neously seeks  to  mask  itself  under  the  banner 
of  human  rights,  to  invoke  the  authority  of  in- 
ternational law  and  to  operate  under  the  pro- 
tective cover  of  the  UN.”  The  2001  UN  anti- 
racism conference  in  Durban,  South  Africa 
that  turned  into  an  anti-Semitic  hate-fest  was 
a manifestation  of  that  anti-Semitism. 

The  follow-up  to  the  Durban  conference 
is  scheduled  to  be  held  next  month  in  Gene- 


va. Canada  was  the  first  democracy  to  con- 
clude that  the  so-called  Durban  II  confer- 
ence would  likely  be  another  anti-Semitic 
hate-fest  and  pulled  out.  Israel  soon  fol- 
lowed. The  Obama  administration  has 
reached  the  same  conclusion  and  cancelled 
U.S.  participation.  Don’t  be  surprised  if 
some  of  the  major  European  democracies 
also  pull  out  in  the  coming  weeks. 


On  Page  13,  we  have  a news  report 
about  the  Israel  boycott  resolution  passed 
by  the  Ontario  University  Workers’  Coordi- 
nating Committee  of  CUPE  (Canadian 
Union  of  Public  Employees)  Ontario.  The 
resolution,  spearheaded  by  CUPE  Ontario 
president  Sid  Ryan,  a longtime  anti-Israel 
activist,  will  be  presented  to  the  CUPE  On- 
tario convention  in  May. 

This  resolution,  aimed  at  cutting  ties  be- 
tween universities  in  Ontario  and  Israel,  is 
watered  down  from  what  Ryan  was  pushing 
in  January  when  he  said,  “Israeli  academics 
should  not  be  on  our  campuses  unless  they 
explicitly  condemn  the  university  bombing 
and  the  assault  on  Gaza  in  general.”  That 
demand,  so  similar  to  the  McCarthyism  that 
destroyed  the  careers  and  lives  of  so  many 
on  the  left  in  the  1950s,  was  too  extreme 
even  for  the  CUPE  Ontario  committee, 
which  passed  the  diluted  version. 

The  resolution  does  not  - at  least  not  yet  - 


speak  for  CUPE  Ontario.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  Ryan  will  be  able  to  convince  the 
broader  membership  to  support  the  boycott.  It 
certainly  does  not  speak  for  CUPE  National. 

A couple  of  days  after  the  committee 
passed  its  resolution,  a statement  was  re- 
leased by  Paul  Moist,  CUPE’s  national 
president. 

“CUPE  National  would  like  to  state  that 
it  does  not  support  the  resolution  passed  by 
the  Ontario  University  Workers  Coordinat- 
ing Committee  of  CUPE  Ontario  on  Febru- 
ary 22,  2009.  The  views  expressed  in  the 
resolution  are  those  of  a small  number  of 
CUPE  Ontario  members.  The  resolution 
does  not  represent  CUPE  National  policy.” 

Should  the  resolution  pass  at  CUPE  On- 
tario’s May  convention  - and  there’s  no 
guarantee  that  it  will  - it  will  not  be  binding 
on  any  university.  Despite  the  loud  and 
sometimes  intimidating  voices  of  a few  pro- 
fessors and  students,  our  universities  do  un- 
derstand that  peace,  progress  and  a better 
world  will  come  through  openness  and  col- 
laboration, not  boycotts  and  closed  doors. 

Israeli  universities  do  cutting  edge  research 
in  many  areas,  including  medicine,  technology 
and  the  environment,  and  we  are  likely  to  see 
more  collaboration  between  Canadian  and  Is- 
raeli universities  in  the  years  to  come.  To 
paraphrase  from  Hillel  Ottawa’s  week  of  cam- 
pus activities  last  month,  expect  more  refer- 
ences to  ‘Israel,  a partner’  in  the  future. 


There  are  at  least  two  sides  to  every  history 


The  taxi  pulled  to  a stop  on  the  side  of 
the  road,  just  across  the  street  from  what 
we’d  come  to  see.  Without  looking  toward 
where  he  was  pointing,  the  driver  gestured 
disdainfully  to  the  left  with  his  thumb. 

“There  it  is,”  he  said  with  resignation. 
“That’s  the  site  of  the  slaughter.” 

Site  of  a slaughter?  It  didn’t  much  look 
like  it.  When  we  glanced  through  the  win- 
dow to  our  left,  we  saw  lush,  green,  pleas- 
ant-looking  parklands  stretching  off  into 
the  distance. 

The  driver’s  resigned  tone?  Well,  there 
was  little  chance  we  were  the  first  tourists 
to  hop  into  his  taxi  and  ask  to  be  taken  to 
this  place.  Given  his  job,  it  was  somewhere 
he  likely  visited  several  times  a week. 

His  disdain?  Simple.  We  had  indeed 
stopped  right  across  the  street  from  the  site 
of  a slaughter. 

The  slaughter,  though,  had  taken  place 
more  than  three  centuries  before  a couple 
of  Canadian  tourists  pulled  up  for  a look. 

We  were  just  outside  Drogheda,  on  the 
east  coast  of  the  Republic  of  Ireland,  about 
50  km  north  of  Dublin.  And  we  were  look- 
ing out  at  the  place  where  William  of  Or- 
ange defeated  James  II,  the  last  Catholic 
king  to  reign  over  England,  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  in  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne  in  July 
1690. 

More  than  300  years  later,  of  course,  the 


Alan  Echenberg 


reverberations  of  that  one  -day  battle  are 
still  felt  throughout  the  Emerald  Isle. 

For  many  Irish  Catholics,  such  as  our 
taxi  driver,  the  Boyne  battlefield  is  a place 
of  tragic  defeat  representing  the  conquest 
of  a culture. 

Of  course,  one  man’s  slaughter  is  anoth- 
er man’s  glorious  victory.  For  many  Irish 
Protestants,  especially  those  in  Northern 
Ireland,  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne  is  the  de- 
finitive triumphal  moment  in  their  cultural 
history.  It  is  commemorated  every  July 
during  the  so-called  ‘marching  season,’ 
when,  for  many  years,  celebratory  Orange- 
men parades  often  led  to  sectarian  violence 
between  Catholics  and  Protestants. 

In  fact,  our  visit  to  the  Battle  of  the 
Boyne  site  happened  to  take  place  during 
one  such  July  back  in  the  early  1990s,  be- 
fore a measure  of  peace  came  to  Northern 
Ireland. 

Everywhere  we  went  in  the  Republic  of 
Ireland,  we’d  run  into  Catholic  visitors 


from  the  North,  who’d  timed  summer  trips 
south  to  avoid  being  unsafe  at  home  during 
the  marching  season. 

They  say  military  history  is  written  by 
the  victors,  but  the  truth  is  more  complicat- 
ed than  that.  What  usually  happens  is  that 
both  the  victors  and  the  vanquished  write 
conflicting  histories,  with  neither  side 
countenancing  the  other’s  version  of  the 
historical  truth. 

So  in  Ireland,  you  have  the  centuries- 
old  competing  views  of  the  Battle  of  the 
Boyne.  In  the  Middle  East.  Israelis  mark 
the  anniversary  of  their  country’s  creation 
with  Yom  Ha  'Atzmaut,  Independence  Day, 
while  Palestinians  call  the  exact  same 
event  A l Nakba , the  Catastrophe. 

Closer  to  home,  historical  narratives 
continue  to  collide  over  one  of  our  own 
country’s  formative  battles  - the  one  that 
took  place  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham  in 
September,  1759,  when  the  British  con- 
quered Quebec  City  on  their  way  to  defeat- 
ing the  French  in  North  America. 

Many  of  the  cultural  and  linguistic  divi- 
sions that  define  Canada  to  this  day  lie  in 
the  outcome  and  effects  of  that  short 
battle. 

It's  big-time  important  history. 

But  plans  to  re-enact  the  Plains  of  Abra- 
ham battle  in  commemoration  of  its  250th 
anniversary  this  year  were  cancelled  after 


some  marginal  Quebec  secessionist  groups 
threatened  violent  disruptions. 

Many  English  Canadians  could  not  un- 
derstand the  fuss.  A Montreal  Gazette  edi- 
torial said  that,  in  cancelling  the  re-enact- 
ment, the  National  Battlefields  Commis- 
sion had  “cravenly  surrendered  the  field.” 
But  the  re-enactment  plans  were  widely 
reviled  among  francophone  Quebecers  of 
all  political  stripes. 

As  columnist  Lysiane  Gagnon  wrote  in 
the  Globe  and  Mail:  “There  is  absolutely 
no  reason  why  the  inhabitants  of  the  only 
predominantly  French-speaking  society  left 
in  North  America  should  celebrate  the  bat- 
tle that  their  ancestors  lost  and  that  marked 
the  end  of  French  expansion  on  the  conti- 
nent ...  The  Battle  of  the  Plains  of  Abra- 
ham still  has  a strong  emotional  echo  in 
Quebec.  It  is  the  day  of  la  Conquete  [the 
Conquest],  which  resonates  through  many 
interpretations  of  history  and  is  at  the  root 
of  Quebec  nationalism.” 

A famous  saying:  ‘Those  who  fail  to 
learn  from  history  are  doomed  to  repeat  it.' 

True  enough.  But,  if  you  want  to  learn 
from  the  past,  and  use  that  knowledge  to 
best  progress  into  the  future,  it’s  also  im- 
portant to  recognize  there  are  two  - or 
more  - sides  to  every  history. 

Alan  Echenberg  is  TVOntario 's 
Parliamentary  bureau  chief. 
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imperil  safety  of  the  Israeli  people 


By  Aaron  Sarna 
OTI  Chair 

While  the  sages  of  Israel 
believed  that  redeeming  cap- 
tives is  the  highest  form  of 
charity,  they  ruled  that  pay- 
ment of  an  excessive  ransom 
would  undermine  the  welfare 
of  the  Jewish  community. 

That  was  the  thrust  of  a 
fascinating  presentation  by 
Rabbi  Eliezer  Ben-Porat, 
dean  of  the  Ottawa  Torah  In- 
stitute High  School,  at  the 
yeshiva’s  annual  ethics  lec- 
ture held  February  9 at  the 
Soloway  Jewish  Community 
Centre. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s 
lecture  was  Redeeming 
Hostages:  Is  the  Price  Too 
High? 

Rabbi  Ben-Porat  was 
joined  by  two  co-lecturers. 
Amit  Gil-Bayaz,  deputy  head 


of  mission  at  the  Israeli  Em- 
bassy, discussed  the  Israeli 
government’s  approach  to 
this  difficult  public  policy 
issue  while  I covered  the  his- 
torical background. 

Rabbi  Ben-Porat  ex- 
plained that  Judaic  law  did 
grant  exceptions  to  individu- 
als who  were  wealthy 
enough  to  ransom  them- 
selves or  their  wives  at  high 
prices  and  for  the  saving  of 
Torah  sages.  But  the  codified 
general  rule  is  that  a Jewish 
community  must  not  do  so  as 
it  will  either  be  impoverished 
or  become  subject  to  endless 
hostage-taking. 

With  regard  to  the  recent 
spate  of  kidnappings  of  Is- 
raeli soldiers  by  Hamas  and 
Hezbollah  terrorists,  and  the 
prisoner  swaps  of  hundreds 
in  return  for  a few  Israelis, 
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alive  or  dead,  Rabbi  Ben- 
Porat  made  four  main 
points: 

• The  Israeli  government 
is  obligated  to  bring 
its  captive  soldiers  home 
alive,  even  if  that  means  re- 
leasing captured  terrorists; 

• A soldier,  for  the  state, 
is  like  a wife  whose  husband 
is  contractually  obligated  to 
redeem  her  at  any  price. 
Since  the  state  has  agreed  to 
similarly  redeem  him,  a high- 
er price  can  be  paid  for  him 
than  for  a civilian; 

• However,  it  is  prohibit- 
ed to  release  designated  ter- 
rorists who  would  be  certain 
to  place  the  Israel  and  its 
population  in  jeopardy;  and 

• There  is  no  mitzvah  to 
trade  live  terrorists  for  the  re- 
mains of  Israelis.  Rather, 
there  should  be  a mutual  ex- 
change of  remains. 

Gil-Bayaz  noted  that  the 
cost  of  redeeming  Israeli 
hostages  had  sparked  wide- 
spread controversy,  particu- 
larly last  summer’s  release  of 
Samir  Kuntar,  a vicious  child 
murderer,  and  four 
other  terrorists  to  Hezbollah 
in  return  for  the  remains  of 
captured  Israeli  soldiers 
Ehud  Goldwasser  and 
Eldad  Regev. 


Jj  f FRESH 

rmmUIT 

'Mi  company 


Beautifully  designed, 
delicious-tasting 

fF/v/if 

QftasAeb 

Starting  at 

$39.99 

order  online 
ottawalreshlruitbaskets.com 
or  call 

613-244-6000 

Kosher  Baskets  Available 


51  York  Street 

in  the  Byward  Market 


She  said  a further  swap  of 
prisoners  held  by  Israel  was 
being  developed  to  bring 
home  Gilad  Schalit,  kid- 
napped by  Hamas  in  2006, 
although  she  could  not  spec- 
ulate on  the  terms  of  an  ex- 
change. 

In  light  of  the  controversy, 
Gil-Bayaz  said  that  Israeli 
Defense  Minister  Ehud 
Barak  had  set  up  a committee 
to  establish  guidelines  to  as- 
sist decision-makers  in  deter- 
mining whether  notorious 
terrorists  should  be  released, 
whether  security  considera- 
tions should  be  determina- 
tive, whether  strategic  assets 
should  be  mortgaged, 
whether  live  prisoners  should 
be  traded  in  return  for  dead 
soldiers,  and  whether  the 
same  price  should  be  paid  for 
civilians  as  for  soldiers. 

Because  Israel  is  a 
democracy,  the  intense  pres- 
sure from  involved  Israeli 
families  and  the  media  for 
the  release  of  captive  sol- 
diers, dead  or  alive,  has  an 
influence  on  government 
policy,  she  said. 

My  own  presentation 
highlighted  the  fate  of  the 
Jewish  people  as  a hostage  in 
history.  While  the  State  of  Is- 
rael has  deployed  its  power 
to  redeem  hostages  by  war  or 
rescue,  the  Jewish  people 
were  powerless  in  the  Dias- 
pora and  its  response  took  the 
form  of  ransom  payments 


Rabbi  Eliezer  Ben-Porat  speaks  February  9 at  the  OTI 
ethics  lecture.  (Photo:  Issie  Scarowsky) 


and  political  lobbying. 

From  the  Christian  me- 
dieval period  to  the  more  re- 
cent period  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire,  there  was  actually  a 
going  rate  for  ransom  pay- 
offs. Some  Jewish  communi- 
ties, including  those  in 


Venice  and  Alexandria,  re- 
fused to  pay  more  than  the 
rate. 

The  miracle  of  our  times 
is  that  the  Jewish  state  has 
been  able  to  redeem  entire 
communities  held  hostage 
around  the  world. 
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in  community  centres 

Ensure  the  continuity  of  a meaningful 

tradition  - place  one  in  your  home. 

Like  every  Jewish  community  in  the  world, 
Ottawa  JNF  has  had  a Blue  Box  program  for  many 
years.  Since  the  very  beginnings  of  modem  Zionism 
at  the  turn  of  the  last  century,  the  Blue  Box  has  had 
its  honoured  place,  a proud  symbol  of  Jewish  identi- 
ty. Found  in  homes,  synagogues  and  schools,  it  re- 
mains the  most  visible  symbol  of  Jewish  National 
Fund.  Its  symbolic  importance  and  educational  value 
remain  firm  and  reaffirm  our  partnership  with  the 
land  of  Israel. 

The  first  Blue  Boxes  were  produced  in  1 904.  The 
proceeds  of  the  Blue  Box  were  slated  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  land  itself  for  what  would  eventually  be- 
come the  State  of  Israel,  and  the  boxes  were  distrib- 
uted in  Jewish  communities  throughout  the  world. 
One  was  placed  by  Theodor  Herzl  in  his  study  (and 
can  still  be  seen  in  Herzl ’s  Room  in  Jerusalem).  Their 
impact  was  immediate,  not  only  in  terms  of  the 
money  they  generated,  but  as  an  expression  of  the 
deep  bond  between  Diaspora  Jewry  and  the  small 
Jewish  community  and  the  land  of  Eretz  Israel.  In  the 
1930s,  for  example,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  JNF 
Blue  Boxes  were  found  in  Jewish  homes  around  the 
world. 

The  Blue  Box  remains,  together  with  the  flag  of 
Israel,  a Zionist  symbol,  and  also  a symbol  of  JNF 
and  its  effort  to  develop  the  land,  plant  parks  and 
forests,  prepare  the  ground  for  settlement  and  agri- 
culture and  build  roads  and  water  reservoirs.  It  is  a 
symbol  of  the  bond  between  the  Jewish  people  and 
Israel.  It  is  still  a vehicle  for  educating  youngsters 
and  involving  them  in  these  efforts  in  order  to  foster 
their  identification  with  the  Zionist  enterprise  and  the 
State  of  Israel. 

The  Blue  Box  has  its  honoured  place,  not  only  in 
Zionist  history,  but  in  Jewish  homes  and  workplaces, 
in  our  schools  and  community  centres.  Now  is  the 
time  to  ensure  the  continuity  of  a meaningful  tradi- 
tion by  placing  a Blue  Box  in  your  own  home. 

Boxes  are  available  for  pick  up  from  the  JNF  Of- 
fice at  205-11  Nadolny  Sachs  Private  (the  office 
building  beside  the  Soloway  JCC)  or  call  us  at  613- 
798-2411  and  we  will  be  happy  to  drop  one  off  at 
your  home  (and  even  happier  to  pick  it  up  when  it’s 
full). 

Sefer  Bar/Bat  Mitzvah  Inscriptions 

Jacob  Daniel  Silverman  by  his  parents,  Evelyn 
and  Howard  Silverman;  Roxanne  Kayla  Nash  by 
her  parents,  Lisa  and  Jeff  Nash;  and  Sarah  Aklilu  by 
her  parents,  Eji  Tadesse  and  Aklilu  Afowerk. 


On  a daily  basis  you  can  plant 
trees  for  all  occasions.  An  attrac- 
tive card  is  sent  to  the  recipient. 
To  order,  call  the  JNF  office 
(613.798.2411). 


Inez  Zelikovitz  creates  charitable 
remainder  trust  for  Hillel  Lodge 


By  Estelle  Melzer 
for  Hillel  Lodge 

Time  and  again,  Inez 
Zelikovitz  has  demonstrated 
her  attachment  to  the  Bess 
and  Moe  Greenberg  Family 
Hillel  Lodge.  This  special  re- 
lationship is  evident  through- 
out the  Lodge,  where  the 
names  of  Inez  and  her  late 
husband, Joseph,  appear  three 
times:  on  the  building  - The 
Joseph  and  Inez  Zelikovitz 
Long  Term  Care  Centre  - as 
well  as  the  future  pavilion  and 
on  the  dedication  of  the  Tree 
of  Life  Board. 

This  linkage  reflects  the 
extraordinary  relationship 
Inez  Zelikovitz  has  had  with 
the  Lodge  for  many  years. 

During  the  community’s 
capital  campaign  to  raise  the 
funds  to  build  the  new 
Lodge,  her  gift  of  $1  million 
helped  turn  vision  into  reali- 
ty 

Inez’s  support  of  the 
Lodge  has  continued  since 
the  building  was  erected.  Her 
ongoing  commitment  to  the 
goals  of  the  Lodge  and  her 
concern  for  the  betterment  of 
its  future  led  her  to  bequeath 
the  residue  of  her  estate  to 
Hillel  Lodge. 

Now,  in  order  to  ensure 
that  legacy,  Inez  has  taken 
the  further  step  of  creating  a 


Inez  Zelikovitz 

charitable  remainder  trust, 
reserving  $1  million  dollars 
with  the  Lodge  as  her  benefi- 
ciary. 

In  all  of  these  gifts.  Inez  is 
reflecting  the  promise  that 
she  and  Joseph  made  to  each 
other  to  leave  all  of  their  as- 
sets to  charity.  They  had  no 
children  of  their  own  and 
looked  on  their  philanthropy 
as  their  legacy  to  the  future. 
She  always  thought  he  would 
outlive  her  and  he  would  be 
the  one  to  designate  their 
charitable  gifts. 

Unfortunately,  Joseph 
passed  away  in  1998  and 
Inez  took  up  the  task  of  keep- 
ing their  mutual  promise. 

She  has  become  one  of 
the  community’s  outstanding 
philanthropists,  gifting  and 
endowing  many  charities 
dear  to  her  heart,  including 
Canadian  Hadassah-WIZO, 


the  Ottawa  Heart  Institute, 
Jewish  Family  Services,  the 
Perley  and  Rideau  Veteran’s 
Health  Centre  and  hospitals 
in  Israel. 

In  particular,  Inez  has 
adopted  Hillei  Lodge  as  her 
cause.  She  likes  to  visit  the 
Lodge  and  greet  friends  and 
knows  many  of  the  board 
members. 

Two  years  ago,  she  cele- 
brated her  90th  birthday  at 
the  Lodge,  as  the  honouree  of 


the  Auxiliary  of  Hillel  Lodge 
Tea.  Surrounded  by  friends, 
residents  and  their  families, 
Inez  was  warmly  greeted  and 
embraced  by  the  many  peo- 
ple who  benefit  from  her 
generosity. 

Her  legacy  to  the  Lodge, 
now  secured  through  a chari- 
table remainder  trust,  will  en- 
sure that  future  generations 
of  our  elderly  will  also  bene- 
fit from  the  generosity  of 
Inez  and  Joseph  Zelikovitz. 


Universal  life 
from  your  perspective 

Standard  Life  introduces  Perspecta,  a versatile  universal  life 
insurance  concept  for  both  individuals  and  businesses. 

This  innovative  financial  vehicle,  combining  guaranteed 
insurance  protection  and  a tax-sheltered  investment 
component,  can  be  customized  to  your  needs  with  four 
coverage  options  and  nine  investment  funds. 

And  every  Perspecta  policy  is  backed  with  Standard  Life’s 
$33.1  billion  in  assets  and  an  exclusive  6-month 
satisfaction  guarantee. 


STANDARD  LIFE 
w Driven. 

To  exceed  your  needs. 

www.standardlife.ca 


RETIRE  (/fly 


CENTRAL  PARK  LODGES 

RETIREMENT  RESIDENCES 

nei ny 

2370  & 2374  Carling  Avenue  (613)820-7333 

www.reveraliving.com 


Discover  an  independent  lifestyle 
which  is  enhanced  by  our  superb  service. 

We  do  the  work,  so  you  can  have  the  leisure  time  to 
enjoy  everything  Central  Park  Lodge  Itas  to  offer. 
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Torah  Academy  to  honour  Hymie  and  Shirley  Schildkraut 


Hymie  and  Shirley  Schildkraut  will  be  honoured  with  a cocktail  re- 
ception March  23. 


By  Zev  Singer 

for  Torah  Academy  of  Ottawa 
Torah  Academy  of  Ottawa  is 
gearing  up  for  its  big  event,  March 
23,  at  the  Soloway  Jewish  Commu- 
nity Centre,  when  the  school  will  ho- 
nour Hymie  and  Shirley  Schildkraut 
with  a cocktail  reception. 

The  event  is  a key  fundraiser  for 
a school  that  accomplishes  so  much 
with  very  limited  resources. 

Meet  the  Schildkrauts. 

Decades  ago,  this  Ottawa  couple 
learned  how  to  harness  that  special 


energy  source  of  their  family  for  the 
benefit  of  the  entire  community. 
They  became  so  adept  at  it  that  they 
have  long  since  forgotten  how  to  do 
things  any  other  way. 

If  started  when  their  daughters 
were  at  Hillel  Academy,  and  Shirley 
began  teaching  there.  Then,  when 
one  daughter  went  to  Maimonides, 
she  did  extra-curricular  and  supply 
teaching  there.  As  the  girls  grew,  and 
as  the  community  evolved,  the 
Schildkrauts  eventually  became  in- 
volved with  almost  every  Jewish 


school  in  the  city.  Notably,  Shirley 
taught  at  the  Talmud  Torah  After- 
noon School  for  eight  years,  was 
dean  of  students  at  Yitzhak  Rabin 
High  School  (YRHS)  for  three  years 
and  taught  for  eight  years  at  YRHS. 

Hymie,  a computer  consultant 
currently  on  contract  with  the  Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police,  has  al- 
ways been  a more-than-cheerful 
partner  in  Shirley’s  community  com- 
mitments (and  vice-versa). 

Try  adding  up  his  hours  of  dri- 
ving and  chaperoning  and  phoning 
and  hosting  and  helping  in  every 
which  way,  and  you  begin  to  devel- 
op a picture  of  that  Schildkraut  fam- 
ily power  supply. 

Although  their  children  graduat- 
ed long  ago  and  are  now  parents 
themselves,  Hymie  and  Shirley  are 
still  deeply  involved  in  Jewish  edu- 
cation in  Ottawa. 

For  the  past  few  years,  the  Schild- 
krauts have  devoted  much  time  and 
effort  to  Torah  Academy.  Shirley  has 
been  instrumental  in  organizing  a 
student  council  that  has  run  many 
programs.  And,  thanks  to  their  gen- 
erosity, the  school  was  able  to  con- 
vert two  large  classrooms  into  a gym. 

The  Schildkrauts  have  been  stal- 
warts of  Congregation  Beit  Tikvah 
for  more  than  20  years.  Hymie  has 


served  in  many  board  and  executive 
capacities  including  two  terms  as 
chair.  In  addition  to  being  a key 
leader  in  two  major  renovation  pro- 
jects, Hymie  was  also  the  shul’s  gab- 
bai  and  favourite  candy  man.  Shirley 
volunteered  in  many  capacities,  par- 
ticularly in  leading  and  coaching 
teens  and  pre-teens. 

The  Schildkrauts  have  also  been 
dedicated  supporters  of  many  other 
community  institutions  including 
NCSY,  the  Kollel  and  Hillel  Lodge. 

Hymie  has  volunteered  for 
Canadian  Friends  of  the  Jerusalem 


Institute  for  the  Blind  for  many 
years  and  Shirley  is  also  known  to 
many  as  ‘the  lady  with  the  guitar,' 
incorporating  music  and  song  into 
the  classroom,  nursing  homes  and 
community  events. 

Torah  Academy  is  extremely 
grateful  to  Hymie  and  Shirley 
Schildkraut  and  is  thrilled  to  have 
them  as  guests  of  honour  at  the 
March  23  reception.  The  event  takes 
place  at  7:00  pm. 

For  tickets  or  information,  con- 
tact the  school  at  613-274-0110  or 
torahacademy@rogers.  com . 


Mailba 


More  on  SJCC  sound  system 

After  I finished  chuckling  at  the  irony  in  Louise  Glatt's  letter, 
SJCC  needs  a belter  sound  system  (February  23),  I remembered 
something. 

A long  time  ago,  before  the  building  was  erected,  an  invitation 
went  out  to  the  community  asking  what  people  would  like  to  see  in 
the  building.  1 replied  that  I was  hard-of-hearing,  a condition  that  af- 
fects about  seven  per  cent  of  the  population,  and  rises  to  about  60 
per  cent  by  age  65. 

I pointed  out  that  installing  a system  designed  to  help  the  hard-of 
hearing  would  allow  us  to  enjoy  the  planned  facility.  Further,  in- 
stalling it  during  initial  construction  would  be  a lot  cheaper  than 
adding  it  later.  I'm  still  waiting. 

Toby  Brooks 
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Help  out.  Hang  out. 
Stand  out. 


The  teens  of  the  I FC  - Teens  For  the  Com- 
munity - are  not  the  bored  type.  Always 
looking  for  some  way  to  pitch  in.  to  put  a 
smile  on  someone's  face,  or  to  simply  be 
there  for  someone  going  through  tough 
times,  these  high  school  students  are  any- 
thing but  bored.  And  they're  having  fun  as 
they're  doing  it.  Log  on  to  our  website  to  see 
details  of  the  group's  activities,  view  photos 
of  past  events,  and  to  find  out  more. 

Group  meets  Tuesdays  5:30  -7:30 
at  the  JCC. 


CHABAD  STUDENT  NETWORK 
inni’.  chabatlsiudeiuneiwork.  com 
(613)  6 01-7701 
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Books  and  Bagels  discussion  series 
returns  to  Temple  Israel  for  second  year 


By  Shayla  Mindell 
and  Anne  Alper 
for  Temple  Israel 

The  Books  and  Bagels 
discussion  series,  featuring 
reviews  of  books  of  interest 
to  the  Jewish  community,  is 
set  to  return  to  Temple  Is- 
rael for  a second  year. 

The  series  was  created 
by  Rabbi  Steven  Garten  to 
offer  the  congregation  and 
community  a new  option 
for  Jewish  learning. 

Sessions  will  be  held  on 
Sunday  mornings,  March 
29,  May  3 and  June  3,  at 
Temple  Israel,  1301  Prince 
of  Wales  Drive. 

Breakfast  will  be  at  9:30 
am  and  the  discussions  start 
at  10. 

The  series  begins  March 
29  with  a panel  discussion 
on  Abraham:  A Journey  to 
the  Heart  of  Three  Faiths 
by  Bruce  Feiler. 

Representatives  of  the 
three  religions  united  by 
Abraham  will  discuss  their 
views  on  this  compelling 
book. 

Joining  Rabbi  Garten 
will  be  Ruth  Sword,  a Unit- 
ed Church  minister  and  co- 
ordinator of  pastoral  care  in 
secondary  schools,  Ottawa- 
Carleton  District  School 
Board;  and  Aisha  Sherazi,  a 
Muslim  educator  and  for- 
mer principal  of  Abraar  El- 
ementary School. 

Abraham:  A Journey  to 
the  Heart  of  Three  Faiths 
tells  the  story  of  one  man’s 
search  for  the  shared  ances- 
tor of  Judaism,  Christianity, 
and  Islam  and  deals  with 
the  relationship  between 
the  three  religions. 


The  Boston  Globe  de- 
scribed the  book  as  “An  ex- 
quisitely written  journey 
that  takes  readers  by  the 
hand  and  guides  them 
through  the  world’s  most 
volatile  region.” 

On  Sunday  May  3,  Ran- 
dall Ware  will  review  In  the 
Image,  a novel  by  Dara 
Horn,  which  won  the  Re- 
form Judaism  Prize  for  fic- 
tion in  2003. 

In  it,  Horn  weaves  a 
number  of  stories.  She  fol- 
lows a young  New  Jersey 
woman,  Leora,  through  the 
death  of  a friend  in  high 
school  and  on  to  college, 
career  and  falling  in  love. 

Simultaneously,  the 
story  of  Bill  Landsmann, 
her  lost  friend’s  grandfather 
is  traced  back  through  sev- 
eral generations  of  experi- 
ence in  Amsterdam,  Austria 
and  New  York’s  Lower 
East  Side. 

Each  dramatic  episode 
of  their  lives  is  also  a foray 
into  the  nature  of  good  and 
evil;  of  the  significance  of 
tradition  and  the  law;  of  the 
presence  or  absence  of 
God. 

Ware,  the  reviewer,  has 
been  a book  panelist  on 
CBC  Radio’s  All  in  a Day 
for  12  years.  As  manager  of 
public  programs  at  Library 
and  Archives  Canada,  he 
hosted  more  than  500  au- 
thor readings. 

At  the  final  session,  on 
June  7,  Fateless  by  Imre 
Kertesz,  the  2002  Nobel 
Prize  laureate  for  literature, 
will  be  reviewed  by  Adele 
Reinhartz,  a professor  of 
classics  and  religious  stud- 


ies at  the  University  of  Ot- 
tawa. 

Written  in  1975  in  Hun- 
garian, the  semi-autobio- 
graphical story  follows  a 
teenager,  Gyorgy  Roves, 
who  in  1944  is  conscripted 
to  work  for  the  Germans  as 
part  of  a Jewish  forced- 
labour  group,  and  is  then 
deported  to  a number  of 
concentration  camps. 

He  is  liberated  after  a 
year  and  returns  to  his  na- 
tive Budapest,  where  his 
former  neighbours  urge 
him  to  put  the  past  behind 
him. 

He  finally  concludes 
that  all  human  beings  must 
either  surrender  to  their  fate 
or  experience  freedom, 
which  he  deems  mutually 
exclusive  states.  A film  ver- 
sion of  Fateless  was  re- 
leased in  2005. 

Reviewer  Reinhartz  is 
the  author  of  numerous  ar- 
ticles and  several  books. 
Her  latest  book  is  Jesus  of 
Hollywood,  a study  of  the 
depiction  of  Jesus  in  the 
cinema. 

All  three  books  in  the 
series  are  available  at  the 
Ottawa  Public  Library.  The 
Temple  Israel  Library, 
Malca  Pass  Library  and  the 
Greenberg  Families  Li- 
brary may  also  have  some 
of  them  as  well. 

These  books  were  se- 
lected from  Union  for  Re- 
form Judaism  (URJ)  list  of 
Significant  Jewish  Books 
(urj.  org/books/archive). 

This  list  started  in  1997, 
when  Rabbi  Eric  H.  Yoffie 
of  URJ,  in  recognition  that 
ours  is  a literacy-dependent 
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...  featuring  the  amazing  Ice  Palace  arena! 

LAST  JOB  OPENINGS 

• Swim  Director  & instructors  for  swim,  canoe,  windsurf 

• Tennis,  rock-wall  climb,  archery 

• CIT  Girls  Head 

Download  application  at  www.mishmar.com 


tradition,  unveiled  an  ini- 
tiative to  encourage  Jews  to 
read  significant  Jewish 
books. 

Since  then,  the  Union 
has  added  several  more 
books  to  the  list  each  year 
and  prepared  study  guides 
for  them.  The  list  now 
numbers  85  titles. 

These  books  are  not 
scholarly  tomes,  but  in- 
clude both  fiction  and  non- 
fiction titles  that  provide 
interesting,  accessible  ma- 
terial, building  on  our  foun- 
dation of  common  Jewish 
knowledge  and  experience. 
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What’s  happening  at  ..-.J 

Congregation  Beth  Shalom 


Sunday,  March  15 
Thursday,  April  2 

Thursday,  April  9 
Sunday,  April  12 

Monday,  April  13 
Tuesday,  April  14 


Fathcr/Son  Tallit  and  Tefillin  Club 

Kibbitz  Club  Seniors’  Lunch 

in  partnership  with  Jewish  Family  Services 

Community  Passover  Seder 
Kosher  for  Passover  Lunch  Buffet 
Kosher  for  Passover  Dinner  Might  Out 
Kosher  for  Passover  Lunch  Buffet 
Kosher  for  Passover  Lunch  Buffet 


Watch  for  more  upcoming  events.  Everyone  is  Welcome! 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  synagogue 
at  613-789-3501,  ext.  223  or  info@bethsha!om.ca 
www.bethshalom.ca 


Time  to  renew?  Call  613-798-4696,  ext.  256 


With  Alterncare,  you  CAN  afford  more  home  care 
for  your  loved  ones  than  you  think. 


Alternacare  provides  a wide 
range  of  services  including 
nursing  care,  personal  care  and 
- companions  in  a variety  of 
settings  ...  at  home,  in  hospital, 
in  retirement  residences  or  long 
term  care.  Our  rates  are 
affordable. 

Alternacare  puts  the  human 
element  back  into  health  care. 


Call  today  for  a free  assessment 
(613)  237-8888 

24  hours  a day  / 7 days  a week 

www.Alternacare.ca 


ALTERNACARE 
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Conference:  Anti-Semitic  passions  are 


Canadian  MP  Irwin  Cotier  (left)  with  U.S.  congressman  Chris  Smith 
at  the  inter-parliamentary  conference  on  combating  anti-Semitism 
February  16  in  London.  (JTA  Photo:  Isaac  Strang) 


By  Daphna  Vardi 

LONDON  (JTA)  - Organizers 
of  the  Inter-parliamentary  Coalition 
for  Combating  Anti-Semitism,  in- 
cluding Canadian  MP  Irwin  Cotier, 
could  not  have  anticipated  the  ur- 
gency when  they  scheduled  the 
group’s  first-ever  summit  for  Feb- 
ruary 15  to  17  in  London,  England. 

Coming  just  a month  after  Is- 
rael's war  in  Gaza  prompted  a spike 
in  anti-Semitic  incidents  all  over 
the  world,  the  conference  drew  ex- 
perts and  public  figures  from  42 
countries  who  said  they  faced  chal- 
lenges unmatched  by  anything 
they’ve  seen  for  decades. 

The  Canadian  government  was 
represented  by  Minister  of  Citizen- 
ship, Immigration  and  Multicultur- 
alism  Jason  Kenney.  In  addition  to 
Cotier,  other  Canadian  MPs  who 
participated  included  Carolyn  Ben- 
nett, Raymonde  Folco,  Hedy  Fry, 
Randy  Hoback,  James  Lunney, 
Joyce  Murray,  Anita  Neville,  Bob 
Rae  and  Scott  Reid. 

“Now  it  is  burning,  and  we  have 
to  work  hard  to  put  down  the  fire,” 
Abraham  Foxman  of  the  Anti- 
Defamation  League  said  of  anti-Se- 
mitic ferment. 

Presenters  at  the  conference  said 
the  number  and  scope  of  anti- 


Semitic  incidents  worldwide  have 
risen  to  levels  not  seen  since  the 
Holocaust. 

New  technologies  make  the 
spread  of  hate  across  borders  easy 
and  quick.  And  recent  outbursts  of 
anti-Semitism  from  London  to  Cara- 
cas show  a wellspring  of  hate  against 
Jews  just  waiting  to  be  tapped. 

In  demonstrations  in  January 
against  Israel’s  operation  in  Gaza, 
criticism  of  the  Jewish  state  quickly 
turned  to  anti-Semitism,  analysts 


said,  with  banners  comparing  Is- 
raelis to  Nazis  and  Gaza  to  the  War- 
saw Ghetto. 

“Anti-Zionism  is  the  new  anti- 
Semitism,”  said  Michael  Gove,  a 
British  member  of  Parliament. 

Gove  said  Islamist  groups  are 
uniting  with  the  far  left  to  try  to 
delegitimize  Israel  and  question  its 
right  to  exist. 

“The  extreme  left  is  dressing  it 
as  anti-colonialism,”  he  said. 

But,  in  truth,  Gove  said,  “the  de- 


fence of  Israel  is  central  in  the  fight 
against  racism.” 

Cotier,  a former  Canadian  jus- 
tice minister,  said  the  new  anti- 
Semitism  attacks  the  “Jewish 
collective”  by  attacking  Israel’s 
right  to  exist  as  any  other  country. 

Whereas  old  anti-Semitism 
“wished  to  eliminate  individual 
Jewish  people,”  Cotier  said,  “the 
new  anti-Semitism  aims  at  getting 
rid  of  the  Jewish  state.” 

“Many  of  those  responsible  for 
this  new  anti-Semitism  are  Islamist 
groups,”  said  British  parliamentari- 
an Denis  MacShane. 

Like  MacShane,  the  vast  majori- 
ty of  legislators  who  attended  the 
conference  were  not  Jewish. 

Chris  Smith,  a U.S.  congress- 
man from  New  Jersey,  told  JTA  that 
the  way  to  fight  anti-Semitism  is  by 
imposing  serious  penalties  for  its 
perpetrators. 

Smith  said  American  President 
Barack  Obama  should  not  take  part 
in  the  so-called  Durban  II  confer- 
ence, a follow-up  to  the  notorious 
2001  U.N.  anti-racism  conference 
that  turned  into  an  Israel-baiting 
forum.  Smith  also  slammed  the 
United  Nations. 

“They  pay  lip  service  to  the 
issue  of  anti-Semitism,  but  don’t  re- 


aflame 

ally  act,”  he  said. 

At  British  universities,  some 
said,  the  atmosphere  has  become 
uncomfortable  for  Jewish  students 
as  the  residue  of  long  battles  over 
academic  boycotts  of  Israel  have 
turned  into  naked  anti-Semitism. 

British  parliamentarian  Tim 
Boswell  said  he  has  been  in  touch 
with  university  heads  in  an  attempt 
to  find  ways  of  tackling  the  problem. 

Despite  the  bleak  picture  pre- 
sented at  the  conference,  experts 
said  they  were  encouraged  by  the 
positive  response  of  legislators  who 
signed  the  declaration  committing 
themselves  to  continue  to  work  to- 
gether, along  with  their  respective 
governments,  to  halt  the  rise  in  anti- 
Semitism. 

Professor  Robert  Wistrich  of  the 
International  Centre  for  the  Study 
of  Anti-Semitism  told  JTA  that  it 
was  unprecedented  for  so  many  leg- 
islators to  get  together  and  show 
that  they  really  want  to  change  anti- 
Semitic  behaviour. 

Professor  Gilbert  Kahn  of  Kean 
University  in  New  Jersey  said  he 
sees  a change  in  the  attitudes  of  leg- 
islators and  governments  that  “rec- 
ognize that  they  can  play  a role  in 
the  global  battle  against  anti-Semi- 
tism.” 
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CUPE  Ontario  group  adopts 
Israel  boycott  resolution 


TORONTO  (JTA)  - Jewish  groups  de- 
nounced a resolution  by  a branch  of  one  of 
Canada’s  largest  unions  that  approves  a 
boycott  of  Israeli  universities. 

Delegates  at  a CUPE  (Canadian  Union 
of  Public  Employees)  Ontario  conference 
of  university  locals  on  February  22  adopted 
a resolution  that  would  cut  partnerships  be- 
tween universities  in  Ontario  and  universi- 
ties in  Israel. 

The  non-binding  resolution  is  intended 
to  protest  Israel's  recent  military  action  in 
Gaza.  It  now  heads  to  CUPE  Ontario's  an- 
nual convention  in  May  for  further  debate. 

According  to  a CUPE  Ontario  news  re- 
lease, the  motion  also  “encourages  research 
into  military  connections  between  Ontario 
and  Israeli  universities,  and  calls  on  Ontario 
universities  to  refuse  to  conduct  research 
that  benefits  the  Israeli  military." 

The  union  stressed  the  resolution  does 
not  call  for  a boycott  of  individual  Israeli 
academics.  That  is  a step  back  from  the 


union's  pledge  last  month  that  it  would  seek 
a ban  on  Israeli  academics  at  Ontario  uni- 
versities if  they  did  not  explicitly  condemn 
Israel’s  actions  in  Gaza. 

Also,  in  January,  CUPE  Ontario  presi- 
dent Sid  Ryan  apologized  for  comparing  Is- 
rael’s bombings  of  academic  institutions  in 
Gaza  to  actions  perpetrated  by  the  Nazis. 

B’nai  Brith  Canada  has  called  the  latest 
resolution  “discriminatory  and  racist.” 

The  Canadian  Jewish  Congress  ex- 
pressed its  “sadness  and  bitter  disappoint- 
ment” at  the  motion.  CEO  Bemie  Farber 
called  it  “bigoted  and  anti-Israel.  It  dimin- 
ishes a once  proud  union.” 

The  union  represents  200,000  govern- 
ment and  other  public  sector  workers,  in- 
cluding the  staff  at  most  Ontario  universi- 
ties. Some  locals  have  said  they  would  not 
support  the  resolution. 

Editor’s  note:  See  the  editor’s  column, 
page  7,  for  more  on  the  CUPE  Ontario  res- 
olution. 


U.S.  pulls  out  of  Durban  II  conference 


By  Ron  Kampeas 

WASHINGTON  (JTA)  - The  Obama  ad- 
ministration has  decided  to  boycott  the  so- 
called  Durban  II  conference  out  of  concerns 
for  anti-Semitism. 

Multiple  sources  on  a conference  call  with 
the  White  House  on  February  27  told  JTA  that 
the  Obama  administration  had  opted  not  to  at- 
tend any  further  preparatory  meetings  ahead 
of  the  planned  U.N.  conference  against 
racism  in  Geneva  in  April. 

The  conference  reprises  the  2001  confer- 
ence in  Durban,  South  Africa  that  devolved 
into  an  anti-Jewish  free-for-all.  Canada  and 
Israel  have  opted  not  to  attend  the  conference, 
and  some  U.S.  Jewish  groups  had  been  press- 
ing the  United  States  to  do  the  same. 


Preparations  for  a draft  document  so  far 
have  seen  Iran  leading  a coterie  of  nations 
blocking  inclusion  of  anything  that  might 
guarantee  Jewish  protections  - including 
mention  of  the  Holocaust  - while  inserting 
draconian  language  guarding  Islam  against 
“insult." 

The  U.S.  State  Department  sent  a delega- 
tion, including  a senior  staffer  from  the 
American  Jewish  Committee,  to  last  month's 
preparatory  talks.  The  delegation’s  conclu- 
sions were  that  the  anti-Israel  and  anti-West- 
ern tendencies  were  too  deeply  entrenched  to 
excise. 

Now  that  the  United  States  is  withdrawing 
from  the  conference,  European  nations  are 
expected  to  follow. 
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Chabad  Student  Network  in  Brooklyn 

A delegation  from  Ottawa’s  Chabad  Student  Network  recently  visited  New  York 
City  and  spent  Shabbat  in  the  Crown  Heights  section  of  Brooklyn.  They  are  seen 
here  gathered  in  front  of  Lubavitch  World  Headquarters  in  Crown  Heights. 


Jewish  Community 
Service  Awards 

Members  of  the  Jewish  community 
are  invited  to  nominate  individuals 
to  receive  the  following  community  awards 
at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Federation  in  early  June. 

Gilbert  Greenberg  Distinguished  Service  Award 

The  Gilbert  Greenberg  Distinguished  Service  Award  is  the  highest  tribute 
that  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community  can  bestow  on  an  individual 
for  exceptional  service  over  the  course  of  many  years. 

Initiated  in  1980,  it  bears  the  name  of  the  late  Past  President 
of  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa,  Gilbert  Greenberg, 
who  exemplified  the  qualities  of  leadership, 
which  the  award  endeavours  to  recognize. 

Freiman  Family  Young  Leadership  Award 

The  Freiman  Family  Young  Leadership  Award 
recognizes  an  individual  or  an  organization 
within  the  Jewish  community,  imder  the  age  of  TO, 
who  has  contributed  actively  to  the  Jewish  community 
in  the  two  or  more  years  following  his/her  participation 
in  the  Young  Leadership  Development  Program, 
or  as  a young  leader  rendered  exceptional  service 
to  the  Jewish  community. 

The  Shcm  Tov  Community  Volunteer  Award 
presented  by  the  Ottawa  Citizen 

M There  are  three  crowns:  the  crown  of  Torah,  the  crown  of  priesthood, 
and  the  crown  of  kingship:  but  the  crown  of  a good  name  excels  them  all " 

- Rabbi  Shimon 

The  SJicxn  Tov  Community  VbJunteer  Award  was  created 
to  recognize  an  outstanding  :ui d active  volunteer 
with  the  Jewish  community  who,  through  many  years  of  service, 
has  contributed  to  the  enrichment  of  Jewish  life  in  Ottawa. 

Address  Recommendations  by  March  <11 , 2009  to: 
Chair  of  the  Community  Award  Selection  Committee 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 
21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private,  Ottawa,  Ontario  K2A  1R9 
or  email:  dpaterson@jevvishottawa.com 
For  more  information,  please  visit  aww.jcwhliofiawa.coni 

NOMINATION  FORM  (Please  attach  another  page  to  tell  us  more) 

□ Gilbert  Greenberg  Distinguished  Service  Award 

□ Freiman  Family  Young  Leadership  Award 

□ Shem  Tov  Community  Volunteer  Award 

ABOUT  YOU  ABOUT  NOMINEE 


Nominator  name  Nominee 


Daytime  Phone  Agency  or  Organization 


E-mail  Address  E-mail  Address 

Detail  community  involvement  and  special  contributions 
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Jewish  life  thrives  in  tiny  community  of  Santiago  de  Cuba 


By  Lisa  Krug 

A recent  vacation  in  Cuba 
was  not  seen  from  inside  the 
walls  of  a resort,  but  rather 
by  travelling  from  one  end 
of  the  island  to  the  other, 
staying  in  caSas  particulates 
(bed  and  breakfasts).  This 
allowed  for  interaction  with 
the  local  people  by  my  hus- 
band, Peter,  and  1,  and  op- 
portunities to  practise  our 
limited  Spanish  and  eat 
home-cooked  meals.  We  re- 
ally got  a feel  for  this  unique 
society  - restricted  by  50 
years  of  communism  and  the 
American  embargo,  but  with 
a laid-back  Caribbean  men- 
tality and  friendliness. 

A highlight  was  our  con- 
tact with  the  tiny  Jewish 
community  in  Santiago  de 
Cuba.  The  Comunidad  He- 
brea  Hatikva  congregation 
knew  we  were  coming  and 
delighted  in  the  fact  that  we 
helped  make  up  a minyan. 

Originally  founded  by 
Turkish  Sephardic  families 
in  the  early  1900s,  the  num- 
bers were  swelled  by  Polish 
refugees  after  the  Second 
World  War.  After  many  con- 


gregants immigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  the  late 
1970s,  the  synagogue  closed 
its  doors.  Religious  practice 
was  then  forbidden  in  Cuba 
and  the  doors  did  not  reopen 
until  1995  when  14  mem- 
bers, including  six  children, 
were  circumcised  and  two 
couples  were  married  there. 

Today,  the  Jewish  com- 
munity in  Santiago  de  Cuba 
consists  of  less  than  30 
members  as  they've  recently 
lost  some  families  to  Israel. 
However,  the  joy  and  enthu- 
siasm with  which  they  prac- 
tice their  reclaimed  Judaism 
is  contagious. 

“We  have  progressed  a 
lot.  As  in  the  story  of 
Chanukah,  we  have  had  a 
miracle  here  and  the  flame 
of  Judaism  again  shines 
brightly  in  our  synagogue," 
we  were  told. 

The  Friday  night  service 
was  capably  led  by  David, 
20,  whose  uncle  had  taught 
him  Torah.  When  we  joined 
them  for  a Friday  night 
meal,  they  apologized  pro- 
fusely that  it  was  only  bread 
and  cake  because  their  new 
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Lisa  Krug  (far  left)  with  members  of  the  Jewish  community  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


kitchen  stove  was  sitting  in  a 
box  waiting  to  be  installed 
(something  that  can  take  a 
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Wednesday,  March  25,h  7:00  PM 

Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre,  Social  Hall  A,  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private,  Ottawa 
www.tamir.co www.reach.ca 


MAKING  SENSE  OF  THE  REGISTERED  DISABILITY 
SAVINGS  PLAN  AND  HENSON  TRUST 


Our  speakers  will  take  the  mystery  out  of  these  saving  vehicles  and  answer 
your  questions.  Topics  include  eligibility,  contributions,  investment  options 
and  impacts  on  income-tested  benefits. 

This  seminar  will  be  of  interest  to  people  with  disabilities  ond  their 
family  members,  community  ond  social/health  service  providers,  and  others. 
Everyone  is  welcome. 


OUR  GUEST  SPEAKERS  WILL  BE: 

Robert  Real,  CFP  - Financial  Advisor,  Edward  Jones 
Ron  Tomosk,  LLB  - Low,  Murchison  LLP 


For  further  information,  please  contact  Anita  Almstedt 
at  aalmstedt@tamir.ca  or  613-725-3519  ext.  Ill 


long  time  in  Cuba). 

After  every  Shabbat  ser- 
vice, the  congregation  shares 
a kiddush  lunch  and  studies 
the  weekly  Torah  parsha.  By 
enriching  their  Jewish  learn- 
ing, they  motivate  all  the 
members  of  the  community. 

The  20  members  and 
their  children  are  members 
of  four  extended  families 
and  treat  each  other  like  one 
big  family.  However  many 
of  their  family  members 
have  left  for  a “better  life”  in 
Israel  and  are  now  almost  to- 
tally out  of  touch  as  the  cost 
of  phone  calls  is  prohibitive 
and  the  mail  cannot  be  relied 
on.  Their  saving  grace  is  a 
computer,  donated  to  the 
synagogue,  which  allows 
congregants  to  stay  in  con- 
tact with  the  outside  world. 

We  wanted  to  treat  our 
new  friends  to  an  activity 
and  arranged  for  the  driver 


of  the  synagogue  van  to  take 
the  younger  families  and  us 
to  an  old  Spanish  fortress 
overlooking  Santiago  Bay.  A 
cannon  was  fired  at  sunset 
there  by  actors  in  colonial 
military  uniforms. 

It  was  most  enjoyable 
and  enabled  our  new-found 
friends  to  have  the  kind  of 
outing  that  we  in  Canada 
would  take  for  granted. 

Likewise  the  small  Mc- 
Donald’s toys,  rejected  by 
my  daughter,  and  little  party 
favours  that  I had  taken  to 
give  to  the  children  brought 
outright  pleasure.  The  hugs 
we  exchanged  at  the  end  of 
the  day  were  warm  and  gen- 
uine, from  one  family  mem- 
ber to  another.  The  need  to 
speak  the  same  language 
was  unnecessary. 

Cuba  is  a land  of  con- 
trasts - education  and 
healthcare  are  provided  by 
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Periodontics  & Implant  Dentistry 

10  Green  Street.  Suite  305 

Ottawa.  ON  K2J  3Z6  (Barrhaven) 

Tel:  613-843-0002 

Fax:  613-825-7033 

Email:  drshelemay@rogers.com 
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the  state,  but  many  basic 
medicines  are  unobtainable. 
Crumbling  dwellings  nestle 
next  to  beautifully  colonial 
buildings  recently  restored 
with  UNESCO  funds.  Shops 
are  sparsely  stocked,  but 
people  line  up  anyway  - it’s 
a part  of  their  life. 

Despite  being  a commu- 
nist country,  Cuba  now  tol- 
erates religious  freedom. 
Judaism  can  now  be  freely 
practised  and  there  is  no 
anti-Semitism.  How  many 
countries  can  make  that 
claim?  Certainly  not  Cana- 
da. 

A few  days  earlier,  we 
had  looked  with  amazement 
at  photos  of  Fidel  Castro’s 
Chanukah  visit  to  Beth 
Shalom  Temple,  the  syna- 
gogue at  the  Patronato  in 
Havana.  Our  visit  was  an 
eye  opener,  and  made  us 
think  twice  about  our  com- 
fortable, materialistic  exis- 
tence back  home.  Maybe  our 
lives  won’t  change  greatly  as 
a result  of  our  visit,  but  we 
can  only  hope  that  our 
Cuban  friends  will  continue 
to  not  only  have  their  reli- 
gious freedom,  but  will  also 
be  able  to  better  their  lives  if 
the  United  States  lifts  its 
trade  and  travel  embargo. 
Meanwhile,  we'll  continue 
to  e-mail. 
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Finding  love  in  shopping 


By  Rabbi  Reuven  P.  Bulka 
Canadian  Jewish  News 

My  most  recent  visit  to  Israel,  coming 
as  it  did  in  the  midst  of  Israel’s  efforts  in 
Gaza  to  halt  the  rain  of  deadly  missiles  into 
its  heavily  populated  cities,  was  unique.  It 
was  the  first  time  in  all  my  more  than  100 
visits  to  Israel  that  the  highlight  of  my  stay 
was  a shopping  spree  in  Tel  Aviv. 

I know  it  sounds  absurd,  but  it  is  true.  It 
is  true  even  though  the  trip,  a yearly 
Rabbinic  Cabinet  of  State  of  Israel  Bonds 
mission,  had  many  of  the  expected  ingredi- 
ents, including  a security  briefing,  a lecture 
on  the  challenges  of  media  biases  and 
hearing  from  some  residents  in  the  south  of 
Israel. 

There  was  even  a meaningful  Bar  Mitz- 
vah  celebration  for  a child  from  Sderot, 
whose  celebration  had  to  be  postponed  be- 
cause of  the  dangerous  reality  there. 

There  was  a visit  to  Be’er  Sheva,  where 
we  saw  the  point  of  impact  of  a grad  mis- 
sile into  a school.  Had  the  school  been 
open  when  the  missile  hit,  the  entire  class 
would  have  killed.  Thankfully,  the  Be’er 
Sheva  mayor  had  ordered  the  school 
closed  for  that  day,  and  it  remained  closed 
for  a few  more  weeks.  The  day  after  our 
Be’er  Sheva  visit,  another  missile  rained 
on  Be’er  Sheva,  causing  injury  and  dam- 
age. 

In  spite  of  all  these  ‘highlights,’  the 
shopping  spree  in  Tel  Aviv  was  the  biggest 
highlight. 

You  are  probably  scratching  your  head 
in  wonder.  So,  let  me  explain. 

A while  ago,  the  municipality  of  Tel 
Aviv  decided  that  it  must  do  something  for 
the  residents  of  the  south.  Its  people  have 
long  suffered  from  the  constant  barrage  of 
missiles.  Hundreds  of  deaths,  many  more 
injuries,  extended  psychological  trauma, 
closing  of  schools,  inability  to  live  a nor- 
mal life  are  all  the  result  of  this  constant 
terror. 

Additionally,  the  impact  on  businesses 
in  the  south  has  been  devastating,  with 
attendant  severe  impact  on  families  trying 
to  eke  out  a livelihood.  So,  Tel  Aviv  invit- 
ed the  businesses  of  the  south  to  bring  their 
wares  to  a gigantic  hall,  about  the  size  of  a 
football  field,  to  the  port  in  north  Tel  Aviv. 
For  two  days,  this  market  became  the  cen- 
tre of  business  in  Tel  Aviv. 

All  the  merchants  of  Tel  Aviv  had  to 
know  that  this  would  draw  away  customers 
and  reduce  their  business.  But  that  did  not 


Rabbi  Reuven  P.  Bulka 

matter.  What  mattered  was  that  everyone 
had  to  do  something  to  help  their  brethren 
in  their  travail.  And  they  did. 

What  a remarkable  sight  it  was.  Not  the 
fact  that  so  many  businesses  showed  up 
and  exhibited  their  wares,  everything  from 
Judaica,  clothing  and  wine  to  vegetables, 
cake,  flowers,  cosmetics  and  jewelry.  What 
was  remarkable,  indeed  truly  inspirational, 
was  the  explosion  of  people  who  came  to 
the  market.  It  was  almost  impossible  to 
walk  in  the  hall,  so  full  was  it. 

People  like  me  who  came  from  abroad 
were  overwhelmed.  We  bought  as  much  as 
we  could,  whether  we  needed  the  items  or 
not,  just  to  be  part  of  this  love-fest. 

What  a defining  moment  it  was  - to  see 
a city  open  its  heart  in  such  a massive  dis- 
play of  empathy.  This  was  more  than  a 
market  - this  was  a display  of  love  and  ap- 
preciation, a manifestation  of  understand- 
ing and  compassion.  It  was  community  as 
it  should  be.  It  was  Israel  at  its  very  best. 

There  have  been  other  such  ex- 
pressions, including  people  opening  their 
homes  to  residents  under  siege  - residents 
of  the  north  urging  the  people  of  the  south, 
who  welcomed  them  a few  years  ago  dur- 
ing the  Katyusha  siege,  to  join  them  for 
respite,  prayer  vigils,  and  the  list  goes  on. 

But  the  Tel  Aviv  market  was  the  biggest 
display  of  love.  One  could  not  help  but 
come  away  full  of  confidence  and  hope  - 
that  Israel  full  of  love  will  overcome  the 
dark  forces  of  hate  and  prevail  in  its  simple 
desire  to  live  in  peace. 


MOVING? 

Don’t  miss  one  issue!  Call  in  your  change  of  address 
to  Rhoda  Saslove-Miller  TODAY! 
613-798-4696,  ext.  256 

or  email  rsaslovemiller@ottawajewishbulletin.com 


Thank  you... 

for  helping  to  make  the  23rd  Annual 
JEWISH  NATIONAL  FUND  OF  OTTAWA 
Tu  Bi’Shevat  Telethon 
on  Sunday  February  8,  2009 

a huge  success! 

Thank  you  neutral 

to  all  who  responded  so  generously 
to  our  outstanding  volunteers  . . .and  especially  to 

Loblaws  College  Square 
Moishe’s  Grill  (JCC) 

Nine  to  Five  Coffee 
Northern  Management  Services 
Rideau  Bakery 
Regional  Group 

and  to  all  our  Patrons  and  Sponsors  listed  below 

Patrons 

Myrna  and  Norman  Barwin 
Marcia  and  Barry  Cantor 
Aviva  and  Charles  Freedman 
Dawna  and  Gary  Garber 
Claire,  Robert,  Melanie,  and  Adam  Greenberg 
Gladys  and  John  Greenberg 
Diane  Crouse  and  Oliver  Javanpour 
Margo  and  David  Kardish 
Suzanne  Lepine  and  Paul  Lyons 
Edna  and  Mark  Mendelson  and  Family 
Josee  and  Gerald  Posen 
Paula  Silver 
Debbie  and  Ron  Weiss 

Sponsors 

Sam  Ages 
Rita  Engels 

Mera  and  William  Goldstein 
Jane  and  Martin  Gordon 
Libby  and  Stan  Katz 
Edie  Landau 
Ingrid  and  Gerry  Levitz 
Rochelle  and  Brian  Pearl 
Susan  and  Charles  Schwartzman 
Adele  and  Jeff  Sidney 
Rose  and  Chick  Taylor 
Marcia  and  Dick  Zuker 

This  day  would  not  be  possible  without  these  very  special  people: 
Ariana  Sculnick-Bercovitch,  Rabbi  Dr.  Reuven  Bulka,  Jessica  Cantor, 
Nathan  Cantor,  Tova  Clark,  Barbara  Crook,  Valerie  Eisen, 
Cynthia  Nyman  Engel,  Barbara  Fradkin,  Penny  Giaccone, 

Sophia  Giaccone,  Linda  Kerzner,  Lome  Kostove,  Diane  Koven, 
Norm  Leckie,  Cheryl  Kardish-Levitan,  Merle  Haltrecht-Matte, 
Estelle  Melzer,  Ian  Melzer,  Steve  Mendelsohn,  Jared  Mender, 
Annette  Paquin,  Melanie  Paquin,  Elizabeth  Petigorsky,  Patsy  Royer, 
Sam  Schrier,  Harold  Schwartz,  Charles  Schwartzman, 

Laurie  Shusterman,  Marion  Silver,  Michael  Silverman;, 

George  Speevak-Sladowski,  Harvey  Smith,  Solange  Smith 

Jewish  National  Fund  of  Ottawa 

Jane  & Martin  Gordon 
Telethon  Chairs 

Brian  Pearl  Mark  Mendelson  Susan  Schwartzman 

President  Executive  Director  Coordinator 

Ottawa  Eastern  Canada  Ottawa 
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In  support 
of  the  Bess  and  Moe 
Greenberg  Family 
Hillel  Lodge 
In  the  Joseph 
and  Inez  Zelikovitz 


LONG-TERM  CARE  FOUNDATION  Lgng  Term  Cgre  CenJre 


Hillel  Lodge 


Card  Donations 

Card  donations  go  a long  way  to  improving 
the  quality  of  life  for  our  residents.  Thank  you  for 
considering  their  needs  and  contributing  to  their 
well-being. 

On  behalf  of  the  residents  and  their  families, 
we  extend  sincere  appreciation  to  the  following 
individuals  and  families  who  made  card  dona- 
tions to  the  Hillel  Lodge  Long-Term  Care  Foun- 
dation between  February  4 and  18,  2009  inclu- 
sive. 

HONOUR  FUNDS 

Unlike  a bequest  or  gift  of  life  insurance, 
which  are  realized  some  time  in  the  future,  a 
named  Honour  Fund  (i.e.,  endowment  fund)  is 
established  during  your  lifetime. 

By  making  a contribution  of  $1,000  or  more, 
you  can  create  a permanent  remembrance  for  a 
loved  one,  honour  a family  member,  declare  what 
the  Lodge  has  meant  to  you  and/or  support  a 
cause  that  you  believe  in. 

A Hillel  Lodge  Honour  Fund  is  a permanent 
pool  of  capital  that  earns  interest  or  income  each 
year.  This  income  then  supports  the  priorities  des- 
ignated by  you,  the  donor. 

Bill  and  Leona  Adler 
Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Leah  Steinman  by  Marilyn  Adler 

Elsie  Baker  Endowment  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Dr.  Salima  Ismail  and  Hafeez  Janmo- 
hamed  In  celebration  of  the  first  birthday  of 
your  son  Ayan  by  Polly  and  Jack  Moran 

Thea  and  Martin  Ginsburg 
Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Mina  Dover-Cohen  Wishing  you  a 
speedy  and  complete  recovery  and  many 
years  of  good  health  by  Andra  Ginsburg 

Sol  Kaiman  Wishing  you  a good  recov- 
ery and  many  happy  and  healthy  years  to 
come  by  Joan  Katzeff,  Janet  Cohen,  Andra, 
Merle  and  Joel  Ginsburg 

Nell  Gluck  Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Tanya  and  Marty  Abrams  Mazal  tov 
on  the  engagement  of  Elissa  to  Alex  Singer 
by  Maureen  and  Henry  Molot  and  Edie 


Gunner  Family  Fund 
R’fuah  Shlcnia: 

Ron  Kesten  by  Estelle  and  Sol  Gunner 

Levenson-Polowin  Feeding  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Issie  Rose  by  Heidi  and  Stephen 
Polowin 

In  Honour  of: 

Anne  Mullins  Congratulations  Justice 
Mullins  on  your  appointment  to  the 
Superior  Court  of  Ontario  by  Heidi  and 
Stephen  Polowin 

Schachter-lngber  Family  Fund 
In  Observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Wolfe  Ingber  by  Rachel  Schachter 

Harold  and  Lillian  Shoihet 
Memorial  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eliezer  Bulka  Mazal  tov 
and  best  wishes  on  the  birth  of  your  daugh- 
ter Yehudis  by  Miriam  Sabo  and  Dovid 
Shoihet 

Rabbi  Reuven  and  Mrs.  Leah  Bulka 
Mazal  tov  and  best  wishes  on  the  birth  of 
your  granddaughter  Yehudis  by  Miriam 
Sabo  and  Dovid  Shoihet 

Ralph  and  Anne  Sternberg 
Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Claire  Hart  Green  by  Laya  and  Ted 
Jacobsen 

In  Appreciation  of: 

Reverend  Father  Timothy  Boyle  Who 
officiated  at  the  funeral  Mass  and  service  of 
Claire  Hart  Green  by  Ted  Jacobsen 

Cornerstone  Funeral  Home  For  their 
grace  and  dignity  in  organizing  Claire  Hart 
Green’s  funeral  by  Ted  Jacobsen 

Norah  Fleming  For  the  splendid  job  in 
ensuring  Auntie  Claire  Hart  Green  had  the 
funeral  she  requested  and  deserved  by  Laya 
and  Ted  Jacobsen 

Mary,  Mike  and  Katie  Gallagher  Long 
time  “Scarden  Avenue”  friends  of  Claire 
Hart  Green  by  Ted  Jacobsen 

Rose  Hamilton  For  her  longstanding 
loyal  friendship  and  loving  care  of  Claire 
Hart  Green  by  Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 


Mar>'  and  John  Hung  For  your  long- 
time friendship  to  Claire  Hart  Green  by 
Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 

Krushel  Farrington  Law  Firm  For 
their  excellent  longstanding  and  personal 
care  of  Claire  Hart  Green’s  legal  and  finan- 
cial affairs  by  Ted  Jacobsen 

Lethbridge  Regional  Hospital  Reha- 
bilitation Staff  For  their  care  of  Claire  Hart 
Green  for  several  weeks  during  her  final  ill- 
ness by  Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 

Patty  and  John  Phillips  For  your  on- 
going kindness  to  Claire  Hart  Green  and 
special  thanks  for  attending  the  funeral  by 
Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 

St.  Michael’s  Health  Centre  Palliative 
Care  Unit  For  the  compassion  and  care 
given  to  for  Claire  Hart  Green  during  her 
final  days  by  Laya  and  Ted  Jacobsen 

Margaret  and  Rolfe  Seiffert  Long  time 
“Scarden  Avenue”  friends  who  were  loyal 
and  generous  to  Claire  Hart  Green  by  Laya 
and  Ted  Jacobsen 

Sunrise  Village  Staff  For  their  care  of 
Claire  Hart  Green  until  her  recent  illness 
and  death  by  Ted  Jacobsen 

Sarah  and  Arnie  Swedler 
Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Leah  Steinman  by  Sarah  and  Amie 
Swedler 

In  Honour  of: 

Eleanor  Brotman  Best  wishes  for  a 
very  happy  special  birthday  by  Sarah  and 
Amie  Swedler 

R’fuah  Shlema: 

Zelma  Palef  by  Sarah  and  Amie 
Swedler 

Edith  Teitelbaum  and  Eddie  Zinman 
Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Norm  Segalowitz  by  Fuzzy  and  Max 
Teitelbaum 

In  Honour  of: 

Ben  Frank  A double  mazal  tov  to  you! 
Happy  75th  birthday  and  congratulations  on 
your  appointment  to  the  Board  of  the  Health 
Care  District  of  Palm  Beach  County  by 
Fuzzy  and  Mutti  Teitelbaum 

Molly  Hirsch  and  Eric  Elkin  Mazal  tov 
on  Benjie’s  engagement  by  Fuzzy  and  Max 
Teitelbaum 

Diane  and  Al  Malomet  Mazal  tov  on 
Nahama’s  Bat  Mitzvah  and  may  you  have 
lots  of  nachas  from  all  the  grandchildren  by 
Fuzzy  and  Max  Teitelbaum 

Ruth  Salton  Mazal  tov  on  a well- 
deserved  honour  from  the  LEAH  Founda- 
tion by  Fuzzy  and  Max  Teitelbaum 


Milton  and  Mary  (Terry)  Viner 
Family  Fund  j 

In  Memory  of: 

Mary  Goldberg  by  Millie  Schaenfield 
In  Observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Dora  Schaenfield  by  Millie  Schaenfield 

Residents  Feeding  Program 
In  Memory  of:  , 

Mary  Burroughs  by  Pat  Guthrie  j 

Ritual  Fund 

A generous  donation  to  sponsor  a 
Kiddush  has  been  made  by  Dr.  Philip 
Cheifetz 

************ 

IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Irene  Beiner  by  Bonnie,  Bruce, 
Matthew,  Hana,  and  Sabrina  Engel 

William  Bloom  by  Rebecca  Liff  ! 

Elias  Brantz  by  Joy  and  Seymour 
Mender 

Mary  Burroughs  by  Janice  Charbon- 
neau;  and  Janet  Humphrey 

Sam  Dime  by  Beverly  Friedman;  and 
Jane  and  B(ill  James  , 

Bea  Epstein  by  Edith  Landen 
Beloved  mother  of  Dr.  George  Mina 
by  Rose  and  Kevin  Kardash 

Issie  Rose  by  Libby  and  Stan  Katz;  Beth 
Roodman;  Jim  Montgomery;  Jane  and  Bill 
James;  and  Beverly  Friedman  i 

Gloria  Silverman  by  Zahava  and  Barry 
Farber;  and  Malca  Feig 

Leah  Steinman  by  the  Residents,  Board 
and  Staff  of  Hillel  Lodge 

aP*  • 

IN  HONOUR  OF: 

Naomi  and  Allan  Cracower  Wishing 
you  mazal  tov  on  the  birth  of  your  grandson 
by  Zahava  and  Barry  Farber  j 

Linda  and  Murray  Greenberg  Mazal 
tov  on  the  engagement  of  your  daughter 
Amanda  by  Lynn  Gillman,  Bobby  and  Kira 
Kaminsky 

Mrs.  M.  Rosner  Best  wishes  on  your 
special  birthday  by  Bela  Gelbman 

Queenie  Teichman  Best  wishes  on  your 
special  birthday  by  Aileen  Cowan;  and  Irma 
and  Harold  Sachs 

Debbie  and  Sheldon  Wiseman  Mazal 
tov  on  the  engagement  of  your  daughter 
Samara  to  Dov  by  Lynn  Gillman,  Bobby 
and  Kira  Kaminsky 

R’FUAH  SHLEMA: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Rose  and  Kevin 
Kardash 


THE  LODGE  EXPRESSES  ITS  SINCERE  APPRECIATION  FOR  YOUR  KIND  SUPPORT 
AND  APOLOGIZES  FOR  ANY  ERRORS  OR  OMISSIONS.  DUE  TO  SPACE  LIMITATIONS,  THE  WORDING  APPEARING 
IN  THE  BULLETIN  IS  NOT  NECESSARILY  THE  WORDING  WHICH  APPEARED  ON  THE  CARD. 


GIVING  IS  RECEIVING  - ATTRACTIVE  CARDS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

Here’s  a good  opportunity  to  recognize  an  event  or  convey  the  appropriate  sentiment  to  someone  important  to  you  and  at  the  same  time  support  the  Lodge.  Card  orders  may 
be  given  to  Debra  or  Rhonda  at  613-728-3900,  extension  111,  9:30  am  to  3:30  pm  Monday  to  Thursday,  9:00  am  to  2:00  pm  Friday.  You  may  also  e-mail  your  orders  to 
donations@hillel-ltc.com.  E-mail  orders  must  include  name,  address,  postal  code,  and  any  message  to  person  receiving  the  card;  and,  amount  of  donation,  name,  address  and 
postal  code  of  the  person  making  the  donation.  Cards  may  be  paid  for  by  Visa,  Mastercard,  American  Express,  Cheque  or  Cash.  Contributions  are  tax  deductible. 
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Mazal  Tov  brunch  to  honour 
Terry  Schwarzfeld  March  22 


By  Esther  Kulick,  President 
Canadian  Hadassah-WIZO, 

Ottawa  Centre 

Ottawa's  Terry  Schwarzfeld, 
the  recently  elected  national 
president  of  Canadian  Ha- 
dassah-WIZO (CHW)  will  be 
honoured  by  CHW,  Ottawa 
Centre  at  a brunch  on  March 
22.  Join  us  in  celebrating 
Terry’s  success  in  reaching  her 
position. 

A long-time  member  and 
leader  in  CHW,  Terry  has  been 
a dedicated  volunteer  for  more 
than  30  years,  giving  her  time 
and  expertise  to  various  not- 
for-profit  and  charitable  orga- 
nizations. Locally,  she  was  twice  president  of 
the  CHW  Ottawa  Council  and  was  president  of 
the  Amit  Chapter.  She  has  served  on  the  na- 
tional executive  board  since  1993,  including 
terms  as  vice-president  and,  for  three  years,  as 
honorary  vice-president. 

Terry  recently  retired  from  her  position  as 
executive  director  of  Agudath  Israel  Congre- 
gation and  is  well  known  for  her  talents  as  a 
baker  and  hostess,  as  well  as  for  her  strong  in- 


terests in  hiking  and  paddling. 

It  has  been  estimated  that, 
by  2020,  women  will  be  in 
charge  of  60  per  cent  of  house- 
hold philanthropic  decisions. 

Recognizing  this,  CHW  re- 
cently launched  the  Sustainers 
Program,  requiring  an  annual 
lifetime  gift  of  $1,000  and  the 
Woman  of  Valour  program,  re- 
quiring a minimum  contribu- 
tion of  $10,000.  CHW  Ottawa 
is  proud  to  announce  that  there 
are  currently  15  Sustainers  and 
two  Women  of  Valour  in  the 
city.  In  appreciation  of  CHW’s 
dedicated  donors,  Sustainers 
who  have  not  yet  been  present- 
ed with  their  pins  will  receive  them  at  the 
March  22  brunch. 

The  brunch  honouring  Terry  Schwarzfeld 
takes  place  Sunday,  March  22,  11:30  am  at 
Temple  Israel,  1301  Prince  of  Wales  Drive. 
RSVP  by  March  12  to  Debbie  Goldstein  at 
613-226-5435  or  dkg501951@yahoo.ca. 

The  couvert  is  $20.  Kosher  meals  will  be 
available  on  request  and  by  advance  reserva- 
tion only. 


Ottawa’s  Terry  Schwarz- 
feld has  begun  a three- 
year  term  as  CHW  nation- 
al president. 


Musica  Ebraica’s  only  2009  concert 
is  March  29  at  Temple  Israel 


By  Minda  Wershof 
Musica  Ebraica 

Musica  Ebraica  will  present  A Kaleido- 
scope of  Jewish  Music  on  Sunday,  March  29, 
3:00  pm  at  Temple  Israel,  1301  Prince  of 
Wales  Drive. 

The  rainbow  of  music,  from  composer 
Salamone  Rossi  of  Renaissance  Italy,  to  Yid- 
dish theatre  pieces  and  modem  Israeli  selec- 
tions, is  made  even  more  colourful  by  the  per- 
formance of  two  original  pieces  composed  and 
arranged  by  two  local  musicians,  Leo  Light- 
stone  and  Larry  Tarof. 

Lightstone  has  written  a lyrical  song  using 
themes  from  the  biblical  Song  of  Songs  as  his 
backdrop.  His  melody  echoes  the  soaring  emo- 
tions in  the  biblical  love  poem.  Musica 
Ebraica  feels  privileged  to  be  chosen  to  debut 
this  piece. 


Tarof  s jazzy  musical  rendition  of  a prayer 
of  thanks  from  the  liturgy  is  sure  to  bring  plea- 
sure to  the  listener. 

Another  treat  will  come  from  musicians 
from  the  Ottawa  Chamber  Orchestra  who  will 
provide  a musical  interlude  during  the  concert 
featuring  Sergei  Prokofiev’s  Overture  on  He- 
brew Themes  for  string  quartet,  clarinet  and 
piano,  as  well  as  selections  from  Srul  Irving 
Glick’s  Suite  Hebraique. 

This  will  be  Musica  Ebraica’s  only  concert 
this  year  and  should  prove  to  be  a wonderful 
afternoon. 

For  tickets,  call  613-224-7073  or  613-233- 
3099.  Advance  tickets  are  $15  for  adults  or 
$10  students  and  seniors.  Tickets  at  the  door 
are  $18  and  $13. 

Please  bring  a non-perishable  item  for  the 
Kosher  Food  Bank. 


Weekender  Program 

3l 


(ut 


Not  ready  to  send  them  for  the  entire  summer? 

GIVE  YOUR  KIDS  A TASTE  OF  THE  GREATEST  SUMMER  EXPERIENCE 

SUPERVISED  BY  OUR  MOST  EXPERIENCED  STAFF 

ALL  IN  JUST  ONE  WEEKEND! 


Information  Evening 
Tues.  March  24th. 


613-244-9210 

Visit  cbbottav. a. com  for  more  details! 
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Na’amat  Otzma’s  signature  fundraiser  event 


another  smashing 


By  Sharon  Reichstcin 
Otzma  Chapter  - Na’amat 

After  a long  and  busy  day 
of  being  a mom,  a teacher 
and  a volunteer  for  many  dif- 
ferent organizations,  I some- 
times wonder  why  I choose 
to  spend  so  much  time  volun- 
teering. 

But,  after  a successful 
event  like  Na’amat  Otzma’s 
January  Auction  Fundraiser, 
the  answer  becomes  crystal 
clear.  It’s  worth  it! 

Otzma’s  Piano  Man  event 
raised  more  than  $13,000  for 
Na’amat  Canada’s  Swing 
into  Action  capital  campaign. 
That’s  30  per  cent  more  than 
we  raised  at  last  year’s  event. 


This  campaign  serves  to 
build  and  refurbish  play- 
grounds for  260  public  day- 
care centres  in  Israel  where 
the  government  has  raised 
the  safety  standards  for  all 
playground  equipment.  The 
Hadar  Yoseff  Day  Care  Cen- 
tre in  Tel  Aviv  is  the  benefi- 
ciary of  the  money  raised  at 
the  event. 

Otzma  Chapter  was  also 
able  to  use  additional  money 
raised  for  a perpetual  schol- 
arship fund,  which  will  send 
two  Israeli  women  to  univer- 
sity each  year. 

After  eight  years,  the 
Otzma  Chapter  fundraising 
committee  seems  to  have 


success! 


mastered  the  perfect  ingredi- 
ents for  a successful  night. 
We’ve  really  worked  hard  to 
make  this  event  inviting,  inti- 
mate, elegant,  classy  and, 
most  importantly,  fun. 

More  than  100  guests 
mingled  at  the  home  of  Shari 
and  Jon  Cogan.  The  talented 
Tyler  Kealey  from  Fat  Tues- 
days was  at  the  piano  and 
Lianne  Liang  of  A Channel 
was  MC  for  the  live  auction. 
More  than  100  items  were 
available  in  the  silent  auc- 
tion. 

So,  if  you  are  exhausted  a 
the  end  of  the  day  and  won- 
der if  volunteering  is  worth 
it,  the  answer  is  definitely 


Na’amat  Otzma’s  Piano  Man  committee  (left  to  right):  Lisa  Leith,  Shari  Cogan,  Nicole 
Rosenberg,  Sharon  Reichstein,  Cindy  Smith  and  Karen  Taylor. 

yes.  The  secret  to  success  is  a through,  and  a fabulous  com-  Na’amat  and  other  upcoming 
vision,  a plan,  commitment  mittee.  The  rest  is  easy!  events,  call  the  Na’amat  Ot- 

and  dedication  to  follow  For  more  information  on  tawa  office  at  613-722-2932. 


Learning  project  celebrated  at  Jewish  Unity  Live  gala 


By  Adele  Sidney 
for  JET 

Inspiration,  education,  af- 
firmation and  recreation  are  a 
powerful  grouping  that  came 
together  for  the  250  people 
who  attended  the  Jewish 
Unity  Live  (JUL)  gala  Febru- 
ary 19  at  Library  and 
Archives  Canada. 

This  was  the  fifth  year 
that  Jewish  Education 
through  Torah  (JET)  has  or- 
ganized a community-wide 
learning  project  culminating 
with  the  JUL  gala.  The  focus, 
this  year,  was  the  Shema,  the 
universal  affirmation  of  Jew- 
ish faith. 

Over  the  past  several 


Simply  Tsfat  performs  at  the  Jewish  Unity  Live  gala 


February  19. 

months,  hundreds  of  Jewish 
Ottawans  have  focused  on 
the  words  of  the  Shema  - in 
seven  local  schools,  in  10 


specifically  organized  learn- 
ing classes  and  in  many  indi- 
vidual or  paired  self-leaming 
sessions  - to  learn  about  the 


deeper  meaning  of  the 
prayer. 

“It  is  through  this  study 
that  we  create  true  Jewish 
unity,”  said  Rabbi  Zischa 
Shaps,  JET’s  director,  in  his 
remarks  about  the  Shema 
learning  project  and  the  role 
it  played  in  JET's  overall 
programming. 

Alec  Mills  and  Sari  Zele- 
nietz,  two  young  adults  who 
attend  various  JET  activities, 
described  how  important 
these  activities  were  to  them 
and  to  their  Jewish  identity. 

“In  between  campus  days 
and  married  life  there’s  a 
void,  That’s  why  we're  so' 
lucky  to  have  JET.” 


JUL  participants  then 
stood  in  the  darkened  audito- 
rium and  shined  tiny  flash- 
lights on  cards  containing  the 
words  of  the  Shema  as  they 
joined  together  in  a group 
recitation. 

“As  you  said  the  Shema 
together  ...  I was  inspired 
like  1 don’t  remember  being 
inspired,"  said  Rabbi  Nate 
Segal,  the  evening’s  keynote 
speaker. 

Rabbi  Segal  then  drew  on 
his  decades  of  experience  as 
a Jewish  educator,  communi- 
ty leader  and  media  personal- 
ity to  place  the  importance  of 
the  Shema,  and  of  Jewish 
learning  and  affiliation,  into 


a broader,  yet  very  personal 
context. 

The  gala  continued  with 
the  rousing  and  joyous  music 
of  Simply  Tsfat,  a trio  of 
Chassidic  musicians  from  Is- 
rael, which  proved  so  infec- 
tious the  audience  burst  into 
spontaneous  group  dancing 
up  and  down  the  aisles  of  the 
auditorium. 

At  the  extensive  dessert 
buffet  that  followed,  the 
crowd  was  able  to  jress;  meet 
the  speakers  and  musicians, 
and  discuss  the  impact  of  the 
evening.  But.  for  the  JET 
staff,  plans  are  already  un- 
derway for  next  year’s  Jew- 
ish Unity  Live. 


Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre  Annual  General  Meeting 


Members  of  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre  (SJCC)  board  of  directors  gathered  at  the  SJCC  annual  general  meeting  February  25  (left  to  right):  Bob  Wener;  Mira 
Sucharov;  Daniel  Wolfish;  Jackie  Luffman-Lyman;  Arnie  Vered,  incoming  chair;  David  Spring,  immediate  past  chair;  Marvin  Blauer;  Lome  Segal;  Rabbi  Menachem  Blum 
and  Mitch  Miller.  (Photo:  Peter  Waiser) 
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JARDINS  RIDEAU  GARDENS 

Retirement  Residence 


SUITES  AVAILABLE  ON  OUR  SECURE, 
ASSISTED  CARE  FLOOR 


Treat  yourself  to  comfort  and  security  in  an 
environment  where  you  can  enjoy  all  the 
attentions  for  which  Jardins  Rideau  Gardens 
is  known. 

• Guaranteed  rate  for  life  available 

• Respite,  convalescent  and  trial  stays 

• Link  to  library  ?nRrA 

• Studio,  1 and  2 bedroom 

Open  house  every  Saturday  and  Sunday, 11:00  am  • JK)0  pm 
240  Friel  Street.  Ottawa  (at  the  corner  ol  Rideau) 


For  more  information,  call  613-789-7137 


Allegro 


Laurentian  overnight  camp 
dedicated  to  Jewish 


Photographer  Howard  Sandler,  whose  work  has 
been  seen  in  the  Bulletin,  won  two  Accolade  of  Ex- 
cellence awards  at  the  Wedding  and  Portrait  Pho- 
tographers International  print  competition  held 
February  14  and  15  in  Las  Vegas. 

“Although  I’ve  won  several  local  competitions 
and  one  Canadian  national  competition,  this  is  the 
first  time  I’ve  competed  in  an  international  compe- 
tition at  this  level.  I’m  very  pleased  that  my  images 
have  held  up  against  2,717  of  those  of  my  peers.  I 
was  present  for  some  of  the  judging  in  Las  Vegas 
and  it  was  brutal,”  said  Sandler,  seen  here  at  the 
competition  with  Little  Black  Dress,  one  of  his  win- 
ning entries. 


was  a wonderful  respite  for 
my  wife  and  me.  We  left  our 
son  for  the  summer,  secure 
in  the  knowledge  that  he 
would  be  well  cared  for  and 
would  have  fun,  leam  and 
grow.  We  were  able  to  enjoy 
this  time  with  true  peace  of 
mind. 

“It  was  the  first  occasion 
in  six  years  that  we  were 
able  to  have  a moment  to 
ourselves  and  really  and 
truly  relax  and  unwind.  Even 
staying  at  home  surrounded 
by  the  same  four  walls  felt 
like  a real  vacation.” 

For  more  information, 
contact  Camp  Yaldei  at  514- 
279-3666,  ext.  1, 
camp@yaldei.org  or  visit 
yaldei.org. 


Children  at  Camp  Yaldei  enjoy  a summer’s  day. 


Ottawa  photographer  cited 
in  international  photo  competition 


on  their  strengths, 
developing  new  skills  and 
abilities  along  the  way." 

According  to  Yaldei 
founder  Menachem  Leifer, 
“Summertime  has  always 
been  extremely  challenging 
for  both  parents  and  children. 
Exceptional  children  rarely 
have  the  opportunity  to  enjoy 
and  benefit  from  summer 
camp  like  other  kids.  We 
wanted  to  provide  children 
aged  five  and  up  with  this 
opportunity  and  we  wanted 
their  parents  to  benefit  from  a 
much  needed  and  well  earned 
rest.” 

Rabbi  Yisroel  Schwab, 
the  camp  director,  says,  “We 
offer  parents  the  comfort  and 
peace  of  mind  to  know  that 
their  children  are  in  a warm, 
caring,  environment.  There 
is  a one-to-one  camper-to- 
counsellor  ratio.  The  kids 
thrive  on  the  warm  and 
caring  individual  attention. 
The  growth  and  progress  we 
see  in  so  many  of  our 
campers  is  truly  amazing. 
Living  as  part  of  a close-knit 
camp  family  fosters  a sense 
of  belonging  and  helps  them 
form  strong  and  lasting 
friendships.  The  kids  have 
fun,  never  realizing  that  they 
are  learning,  improving,  and 
stretching  their  personal 
boundaries. 

“We  have  two  lakes,  a 
swimming  pool,  a huge  rec 
room  for  rainy  days  and 
indoor  activities,  a huge, 
strictly  kosher  kitchen/ 
dining  room  in  a Shomer 
Shabbos  environment,  a 
beautiful,  well-maintained 
infrastructure  and  more  nature 
trails  than  one  can  count. 

“We  work  very  hard  to 
ensure  that  all  activities, 
whether  swimming,  boating, 
arts  and  crafts,  drama,  music 
and  sports,  are  modified  to 
meet  each  camper’s  specific 
needs  and  challenges.  Even 
in  this  relaxed,  natural 
setting,  skills  learned  year- 
round  are  reinforced  and 
new  ones  are  taught." 

A parent  from  New  York 
City  conveys  a sentiment 
shared  by  many  parents 
when  he  says,  “Camp  Yaldei 


special 

By  Yaniv  Loran 
for  Camp  Yaldei 
Nestled  amongst  the 
trees,  45  minutes  north  of 
Montreal,  in  the  Lau- 
rentians,  is  the  region’s  only 
Jewish  overnight  camp 
exclusively  for  children 
with  special  needs. 

Camp  Yaldei  is  a 
thriving,  state-of-the-art, 
intensive  early  intervention 
centre  dedicated  to  helping 
special  needs  children,  or,  as 
Yaldei  likes  to  call  them, 
‘exceptional  children,’  reach 
their  maximum  potential. 

Two  tenets  underpin 
everything  that  the  or- 
ganization does: 

• Expect  a lot  from  each 
child  by  providing  him  or 


needs 

her  with  a wide  variety  of 
intensive  developmental 
therapies; 

• Support  parents,  the 
children’s’  primary  support 
system,  to  the  maximum 
degree  possible. 

According  to  Ben  Baer, 
Yaldei’s  clinical  director, 
“Give  exceptional  children 
the  right  tools,  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  intensively  as 
possible,  and  they  will  turn 
around  and  give  you 
unimagined  improvement. 
We’ve  seen  it  time  and  time 
again.  We  focus  and  build  on 
each  child’s  particular 
strengths.  With  us,  children 
feel  that  they  are  succeeding 
instead  of  failing  and 
thereby  build  and  improve 


children 


Page  20  - Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - March  9,  2009 


Grand  Central  New  York  Deli  and  Farb’s  Kitchen: 

Young  restaurateurs  open  two  new  Ottawa  eateries 


Co-owners  David  Cantor  (left),  Les  Richenhaller  (centre)  and  Barry  Cantor  behind  the  counter  at  Grand 
Central  New  York  Deli.  (Photos:  Benita  Baker) 


By  Benita  Baker 

With  the  recent  opening  of  two 
new  restaurants  in  Ottawa  - Farb's 
Kitchen  and  Wine  Bar  in  New  Ed- 
inburgh and  Grand  Central  New 
York  Deli  on  Merivale  Road  - a 
new  generation  of  entrepreneurs  is 
upholding  the  Ottawa  Jewish  com- 
munity’s longstanding  involve- 
ment in  the  city’s  food  industry. 

These  two  new  restaurants  are 
defining  moments  for  their  propri- 
etors, who  are  both  the  sons  of 
prominent,  ‘old'  Ottawa  families, 
as  well  as  young  men  staking  a 
claim  on  their  futures  by  adding  to 
the  local  culinary  scene. 

For  Michael  Farber,  owner  and 
chef  of  Farb’s,  opening  his  own 
restaurant  was  a dream  come  true. 
After  graduating  from  the  culinary 
management  program  at  Algo- 
nquin College,  he  worked  for  al- 
most seven  years  in  some  of  Ot- 
tawa’s finest  restaurants  honing  his 
skills. 

“You  would  be  crazy  to  work  in 
a kitchen  that  long  and  not  aspire 
to  open  your  own  restaurant,”  he 
says. 

His  goal  was  to  launch  a restau- 
rant by  the  time  he  was  30  years 
old.  Farb’s  opened  on  December  2, 
the  day  before  he  turned  3 1 . 

Farber  knew  right  away  that  it 
was  going  to  be  a success.  With 
only  a bold  black  awning  sporting 
the  restaurant  name,  and  no  ad- 
vance advertising,  87  diners 
crowded  into  the  restaurant  on 
opening  night.  They  told  Farber 
they  were  just  ‘waiting  for  the 
lights  to  go  on.’ 

Farber  grew  up  loving  to  cook 


and  has  fond  memories  of  his 
grandmother’s  Friday  night  din- 
ners. He  never  questioned  his  deci- 
sion to  be  a chef. 

“It’s  probably  the  only  thing  in 
my  life  that  I have  never  doubted,” 
he  says. 

Farber  describes  his  style  of 
cooking  as  “good  and  honest,  not 
pretentious.”  As  a hands-on  chef, 
he  may  not  be  available  to  come 
out  and  meet  with  diners,  but  he 
works  in  an  open  kitchen  so  that  he 
and  his  customers  can  see  each 
other. 

He  was  both  nervous  and  excit- 
ed about  the  restaurant. 


“It’s  like  walking  through  a 
door  into  a dark  room,”  he  says. 
“You  have  no  idea  what  to  expect.” 

The  location  was  a bit  of  a con- 
cern to  him  because  he  was  not  fa- 
miliar with  it,  but,  after  opening 
night  and  the  continuing  neigh- 
bourhood patronage,  he  says  he 
could  not  imagine  his  restaurant 
anywhere  else. 

David  Cantor,  24,  co-owns 
Grand  Central  New  York  Deli 
along  with  his  father,  Barry,  and 
Les  Richenhaller,  a restaurateur 
with  more  than  25  years  experi- 
ence in  Ottawa.  A graduate  of 
Humber  College’s  hotel  and 


restaurant  management  program, 
and  hailing  from  a family  of  suc- 
cessful butchers  and  meat  distrib- 
uters, David  is  well  equipped  to 
take  on  the  responsibility  of  run- 
ning a restaurant.  He’s  already 
spent  three  years  managing  Baton 
Rouge  restaurants. 

Opening  his  own  eatery  was  not 
Cantor's  immediate  plan.  It  hap- 
pened by  chance.  About  a year  ago, 
he  was  sitting  in  a New  York  City 
deli  with  his  mother.  “Wouldn’t  it 
be  great  if  we  opened  a restaurant 
like  this  in  Ottawa,”  David  pon- 
dered out  loud. 

Less  than  12  months  later. 
Grand  Central  opened  its  doors. 
Even  the  owners  were  surprised  at 
the  speed  with  which  it  all  came  to- 
gether. Father  and  son  were  intro- 
duced to  Richenhaller  through  mu- 
tual friends,  and  the  former  Lone 
Star  chef  and  restaurant  owner 
signed  on  as  a partner. 

They  are  a well-matched  team: 
Les  runs  the  kitchen,  David  runs 
the  day-to-day  operations  and 
Barry  looks  after  the  ordering. 

“It’s  fun  working  with  father 
and  son,”  says  Richenhaller.  “They 
are  two  generations  and  I am 
bridging  the  gap.” 

Opened  only  three  months  ago, 
the  restaurant  is  experiencing 
growing  pains.  The  menu  changes 
based  on  demand  - kasha  and 
bowties  are  gone,  but  the  deep 
fried  pickles  are  a popular  addition 
- and  they  will  soon  be  offering 
Sunday  brunch. 


Grand  Central’s  showcase 
item,  and  the  owners’  greatest 
pride,  is  the  homemade  smoked 
meat.  It  is  dry  cured  for  three  to 
four  weeks  and  then  cooked  in  a 
smoker  oven.  However,  the  trio 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  quality 
of  the  smoked  meat  when  the 
restaurant  first  opened,  so  they 
purchased  a new  oven. 

“Now  it’s  better  than 
Schwartz’s,”  boasts  Cantor  senior, 
in  reference  to  the  iconic  Montre- 
al deli  that's  been  serving  smoked 
meat  sandwiches  since  1928. 

Family  plays  a large  role  for 
both  restaurateurs.  Cantor’s  father 
is  an  active  partner  who  personal- 
ly welcomes  arriving  customers 
and  will  not  hesitate  to  pull  up  a 
chair  and  schmooze  with  them. 
Farber  credits  his  family  for  his 
success. 

“They  are  the  most  important 
support  team  I have,”  he  says.  “I 
wouldn’t  be  anywhere  without 
them.” 

As  for  choosing  names  for  their 
restaurants,  the  decisions  were 
easy  for  both  young  men. 

Cantor’s  goal  was  to  create  a 
New  York  deli  in  Ottawa,  and 
what  better  symbol  of  the  Big 
Apple  is  Grand  Central  Station? 

Farber ’s  nickname  is  ‘Farbs’ 
but  an  eponymous  restaurant  was 
not  his  original  intention.  It  was 
only  after  repeatedly  hearing 
‘what  are  you  gfting  to  cal!  your 
restaurant  Farbs?’  that  the  name 
clicked. 

The  restaurants  are  labours  of 
love  for  their  proprietors.  Cantor 
and  Farber  both  say,  without  hesi- 
tation, that  the  most  rewarding 
thing  about  owning  your  own 
restaurant  is  a satisfied  customer. 
They  envision  their  restaurants  as 
community  gathering  spots  - 
come  for  the  food,  meet  your 
friends  or  neighbours. 

With  their  commitment  to  serv- 
ing quality  food  in  a welcoming 
atmosphere,  the  future  for  both 
Grand  Central  New  York  Deli  and 
Farb’s  Kitchen  and  Wine  looks 
promising.  Who  knows?  Down 
the  road,  their  customers  may  be 
greeted  by  the  next  generation  of 
Farbers  and  Cantors. 

Farb’s  Kitchen  and  Wine  Bar  is 
at  18  Beechwood  Avenue.  Call 
613-744-6509  or  visit  the  web  site 
farbskilchen.  com. 

Grand  Centra!  New  York  Deli 
is  at  1463  Merivale  Road.  Call 
613-274-3354  or  visit  the  web 
site  www.grandcentralnyd.com. 


Owner-chef  Michael  Farber  at  Farb’s  Kitchen  and  Wine  Bar. 
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TREES  HAVE  BEEN  PLANTED 


Condolences  to: 

Molly  Anisman  in  memory  of  your  husband  Gerry 
Lipperman  by  Sam  Schwartz 

Naomi  Guberman  Bass  & family  in  memory  of 
Stella  Gordon  by  Carol  & Laurie  Pascoe 

Cantor  Benlolo  in  memory  of  your  father  Moshc 
Benlolo  by  Marla  & Danny  Seller  & family 

Andr6  Brantz  & family  in  memory  of  your  father 
Elias  Brantz  by  Susan  & Charles  Schwartzman  & family 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Boloten  in  memory  of  Gertie 
Yanofsky  by  Jean  Rivier  & family 

Sara  Breiner  & family  in  memory  of  your  father 
Shmuel  Feig  by  Marcia  & Barry  Cantor  & family.  & by 
Reisa  & Allan  Glenns  & family 

Nita  Cohen  in  memory  of  Mark  Cohen  by  Chack  & 
Susannah  Dalfen 

Carol  Davis  & family  in  memory  of  your  mother 
Sarah  Davis  by  Ed,  Janice,  Brenda  & Michael  Fine 
Ingrid  Draayer  & Bill  Barrie  in  memory  of  Jesse 
Barrie  by  Linda  Rossman 

Danielle  Dugas  & family  in  memory  of  your 
parents  Louis  & Lucienne  Dugas  by  Fem,  Arielle  & Elie 
Goldman 

Bill  & Edie  Egglcton  in  memory  of  your  daughter 
Amanda  Eggleton  by  David  Kardish  & family 

The  Eng  family  in  memory  of  Michael  Eng  by 
Wendy  & Myles 

Zahava  Farber  & family  in  memory  of  your  father 
Shmuel  Feig  by  Marcia  & Bany  Cantor  & family,  & by 
Reisa  & Allan  Glenns  & family 

Yakov  Feig  and  family  in  memory  of  your  father 
Shmuel  Feig  by  David  Silverman 

The  Feig  family  in  memory  of  Shmuel  Feig  by 
Anita  Dubinsky,  by  Susan,  Charles,  Jaclyn  & Paul 
Schwartzman,  & by  Tom  & Alannah  Grossman 

The  Fried  family  in  memory  of  Janet  Fried  by 
Susan  & Charles  Schwartzman  & family,  & by  Brenda 
& Marvin  Segal  & family 

Dr.  Phil  Firestone  in  memory  of  your  mother  Tania 
Firestone  by  Chuck  & Susannah  Dalfen 

Tamar  Sivkin-Gans  & family  in  memory  of  your 
mother  Maytie  Sivkin  by  Eva,  Gabi,  & Katy  Gelbman, 
by  Rosalie  & Harold  Schwartz  & family  & Anita 
Leighton 

Beverley  Gershkovitz  in  memory  of  your  mother 
Rebecca  Goldberg  by  Sarah  Resnick 

Gary  Gottlieb  in  memory  of  your  father  Arthur 
Peter  Gottlieb  by  Beverley  & Abe  Feinstein 

The  Grace  family  in  memory  of  John  Grace  by  the 
Kardish  families  & staff  of  Rideau  Bakery 

Cary  Greenberg  & family  in  memory  of  Katherine 
Ritter  by  Sheila  & Morton  Baslaw  & family 

Linda  Greenwald  & family  in  memory  of  Anita 
Lubetzki  by  Carol  & Laurie  Pascoe 

Lyness  Jones  in  memory  of  your  wife  by  Jean  & 
Danielle  Boulakia 

Judy  Kenigsberg  & family  in  memory  of  your 
mother  & grandmother  Anne  Kenigsberg  by  Lily  Tobin 
& family 

Marc  Lciter  & family  in  memory  of  your  father 
Jack  S.  Leiter  by  Susan,  Charles.  Jaclyn  & Paul 
Schwartzman 

Jack  & Marilyn  Miller  in  memory  of  your  mother, 
Freda  Miller  by  Steve  & Roz  Fremeth 

Nina  May  & Jeremy  Rubin  in  memory  of  your 
mother  Doris  May  by  Ron  & Jennifer  Vered  & family 
Lisa  Miller  & family  in  memory  of  your  father 
Steven  Dworkin  by  Marla  & Danny  Seller 

Frima  Olszynko  in  memory  of  your  mother. 
Virginia  Stupp,  by  Marcia  & Barry  Cantor 

Sue  Potechin  & Mark  Kamins  in  memory  of  your 


son  Aaron  Kamins  by  Susan  & Charles  Schwartzman  & 
family 

Lynn  Rockman  & family  in  memory  of  your  moth- 
er Yetta  by  the  Waldman  family  & by  Marla  & Danny 
Seller  & family 

Roseanne  Rosenberg  in  memory  of  your  mother 
Micha  by  Steve  & Roz  Fremeth 

Sheila  Senman  in  memory  of  your  sister  Mindy 
Gilsig  by  Lili,  Marc,  Eli  and  Evan,  by  Marcia  & Barry 
Cantor,  & by  Susan  & Charles  Schwartzman  & family 
John  Serres  in  memory  of  Louise  Serres  by  Wendy 
& Myles 

David  and  Shawn  Silverman  in  memory  of  Steve 
Waserman  by  Mom 

Rochelle  Simons  in  memory  of  your  father  Daniel 
Spring  by  Chuck  & Susannah  Dalfen 

Marcia  Singer  & family  in  memory  of  David 
Singer  by  Marla.  Danny,  Madison,  Allec  & Cameron 
Seller 

The  Slinn  family  in  memory  of  W.  E.  “Barney" 
Slinn  by  Rose  & Morrie  (Konnie)  Konick 

Roslyn  Stotland  in  memory  of  your  mother  Sonia 
Drimer-Pell  by  Rosalie  & Harold  Schwartz 

Wendy  & Lance  Turnidge  in  memory  of  your  hus- 
band & father  Mark  Turnidge  by  Barbara  & Pinchas  Pleet 
Donna  Waserman  in  memory  of  Steve  Waserman 
by  Mallory  Clarke,  by  Aaron  Clarke,  by  Carol  & Ansel, 
by  David,  by  Shawn,  & by  Heather 

Simon  Wasserberger  in  memory  of  your  mother  by 
Clair  Krantzbcrg 

Dan  Weber  & family  in  memory  of  your  father 
Mike  Weber  by  Marcia  & Barry  Cantor  & family 

Liz  Weber  & family  in  memory  of  your  father  Mike 
Weber  by  Marcia  & BarTy  Cantor  & family 

Rachel  Winegust,  Sam  Grad  & families  in  memory 
of  Josette  Grad,  by  Rose  & Rubin  Friedman  & family 
Bernard  Wyczynski  in  memory  of  your  father  Paul 
Wyczynski  by  Jonathan  Huber 

Lina  and  Michael  Yachnin  in  memory  of  your  fa- 
ther and  sister-in-law  by  Kinneret  Globerman 

In  Loving  Memory  of: 

Bettina  Grattan-Bellew  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi’Shevat  by  Elly  Bollegraaf 

Abe  Dubinsky  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Beatrice  Dubinsky 

Joseph  & Kaatje  Dwinger  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi'Shevat  by  Elly  Bollegraaf 

Mindy  Gilsig  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Sheila  Senman 

Chaim  Gruener  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Elly  Bollegraaf 

Nathan  Gruener  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat 
by  Elly  Bollegraaf 

Jannis  Klein  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by 
her  mother 

Johanna  Hubcrtina  Maria  Wetzels-Lucassen  on 
the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by  Elly  Bollegraaf 

Charles  Rivier  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Jean  Rivier 

Rhodea  Shandler  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat 
by  Elly  Bollegraaf 

Johanna  Weijcl-Dwingcr  & Bram  Weijel  on  the 
occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by  Elly  Bollegraaf 

Gertrude  & Louis  Shatner  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi’Shevat  by  Wendy  Shatner 

Ina  Swedler  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Mom  and  Dad 

lsadore  Tobin  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Lily  Tobin 

Henrietta  & Barney  Weiss  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 


Bi'Shevat  by  Beatrice  Dubinsky 

Refuah  Shleima: 

Jack  Weinblatt  by  Candice  & Stan  Wilder  & family 

Wishing  Good  Health : 

Ron  Balinsky  by  Susan,  Charles.  Jaclyn  & Paul 
Schwartzman 

John  Greenberg  by  Karen,  lan,  Jordan,  Adam  & 
Dayna  Zunder 

Helen  Marshall  by  Jerry  & Lily  Penso 
Judi  Piazza  by  Cheryl.  Brian.  Elana,  Tyler  & Ian 
Levitan 

In  Honour  of: 

Marilyn  & Dan  Baldor  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi'Shevat  by  Grandma  & Grandpa  Shaffer 

Cantor  & Muriel  Benlolo  & family  with  thanks  by 
Ethel  & Irving  Taylor 

Jamie  Berezin  on  die  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Tami  Berezin 

Frank  Berkowitz  on  the  occasion  of  your  special 
birthday  by  Susan,  Charles.  Jaclyn  & Paul  Schwartzman 
Grandpa  George  Bernstein  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi’Shevat  by  Jordan,  Nathan,  Belinda  & Madelyn 
Anne  Blair  on  the  occasion  of  your  95th  birthday  by 
Merle.  Stephanie  & Ashley  Hagerman 

Margo  Blostein  with  appreciation  by  Chani  & 
Bram  Bregman 

Belinda  Cantor  on  the  occasion  of  your  10th 
birthday  by  Mom,  Dad,  Jordan  & Nathan 

Madelyn  Cantor  on  the  occasion  of  your  10th 
birthday  by  Mom,  Dad,  Jordan  & Nathan 

Suzanne. Cohen  with  thanks  by  Ethel  & Irving  Taylor 
Isaac  Constenstein  on  the  occasion  of  your  Bar 
Mitzvah  by  Grandma  Joan  Gluck 

Jacob  Constenstein  on  the  occasion  of  your  Bar 
Mitzvah  by  Grandma  Joan  Gluck 

Barbara  Crook  & Dan  Greenberg  on  being 
honoured  at  the  JNF  2008  Negev  Dinner  by  Cousin  Amy 
J.  Koreen 

Marilyn  Debora  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat 
by  Mom  & Dad 

Ryan  Debora  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Zaidy  Sam  & Bubby  Dora 

Dr.  Mark  DeGruchy  with  congrats  to  Mark  & 
Karen  on  your  forthcoming  marriage  by  Shier  & Shelley 
Berman 

Amy  & Mark  Dover  & family  with  thanks  by  Ethel 
& Irving  Taylor 

Dr.  John  Eaton,  a friend  indeed,  by  Lara  & Eva  Es- 
rock 

Aubrey  Zeke  Engel  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi’Shevat  by  Bubbie  Cynthia  Engel 

Everett  Samuel  Engel  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi’Shevat  by  Bubbie  Cynthia  Engel 

Alea  Esrock-Farkas  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi’Shevat  by  Lara  & Savta 

Sophie  Esrock-Farkas  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi’Shevat  by  Lara  & Savta 

Dina  & Mel  Fishman  with  appreciation  by  Candice 
& Stanley  Wilder 

Esther  & Harry  Froman  & family  with  thanks  by 
Ethel  & Irving  Taylor 

Lawrence  Fyman  on  the  occasion  of  your  90th 
birthday  by  Ruth  & Dale  Fyman 

Jean  Gamble  with  best  wishes  by  Bertie  Palmer 
Haylcy,  Quinn,  Logan  Rivier-Catt  on  the  occasion 
of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by  Jean  Rivier 

Benjamin  Gitterman  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi'Shevat  by  Grandma  Belle  Gitterman 


Elizabeth  Gitterman  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi'Shevat  by  Grandma  Belle  Gitterman 

Elizabeth  Gluckstal  with  congrats  on  your  & your 
mom’s  extraordinary  accomplishments  by  Fem  Goldman 
Dr.  Bill  Goldstein  with  appreciation  by  Alyce  & 
Allan  Baker 

David  & Judy  Goldman  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi’Shevat  by  Mom  and  Dad 

Evan  Goldman  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Zaidy  Sam  & Bubby  Dora 

Jordana  Goldman  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat 
by  Zaidy  Sam  & Bubby  Dora 

Amy  Greenberg  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat 
by  Grandma  Evelyn  Greenberg 

Brianna  Greenberg  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi’Shevat  by  Grandma  Evelyn  Greenberg 

Lauren  Greenberg  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat 
by  Grandma  Evelyn  Greenberg 

Noah  Greenberg  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat 
by  Grandma  Evelyn  Greenberg 

The  Kagedan  family  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi’Shevat  by  Fem,  Arielle  & Elie  Goldman 

Moc  Kardish  on  the  occasion  of  your  88th  birthday 
by  Cheryl.  Brian,  Elana.  Tyler  & lan 

Gabc  Karlin  on  the  occasion  of  your  55th  birthday 
by  Carole  & Andre  Brantz 

John  S.  Kealey  on  the  occasion  of  your  1 00th  birth- 
day by  Susan  Greenberg  & Molly  Greenberg 

Brian  & Lynn  Keller  on  the  birth  of  your  grand- 
daughter by  Steve  & Roz  Fremeth 

Evan  Klein  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Nana  Klein 

Arin  Klein  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Nana  Klein 

Harry  & Nancy  Korman  on  the  occasion  of  your 
50th  wedding  anniversary  by  Marla,  Danny,  Madison. 
Allec  & Cameron  Seller 

Susan,  Mark,  Stephanie,  Jennifer  & Daniel  Korn 

on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by  Mom  & Dad/Boo 
Boo  & Papa  Taylor 

Joshua  Krane  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Grandma  & Grandpa  Shaffer 

Justin  Krane  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Grandma  & Grandpa  Shaffer 

Andrea  Kwavnick  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat 
by  Mom  & Dad 

Beth  Kwavnick  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Mom  & Dad 

Jennifer  Kwavnick  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'She- 
vat by  Mom  & Dad 

Amos  Langner  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Helen  & Sol  Rauch 

Toby  Langner  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Helen  & Sol  Rauch 

Elias  Langner  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Helen  & Sol  Rauch 

Michael  Levine  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Mom  & Dad 

(Continued  on  page  22) 


Tree  purchases  are  $18 
and  are  fully  tax  receiptuble. 

JNF  thanks  you  for  your 
generous  contribution. 

Please  accept  our  apologies 
if  we  misspelled  or  omitted 
anyone’s  name  or  contribution. 
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Incident  at  York  points  to  fears  of  violence 


On  my  reading  week  break  last  month,  I visited  friends 
in  Toronto,  including  one  who  attends  York  University  - 
Canada’s  third  largest  university,  and  the  one  with  the 
biggest  Jewish  student  population. 

After  a bitter  three-month  strike  by  teaching  staff,  my 
friend,  along  with  50,000  other  York  students,  finally  re- 
turned to  classes  in  February  to  finish  their  first  semester 
and  continue  their  academic  year  until  June. 

Blame  and  anger  for  the  prolonged  dispute  was  direct- 
ed at  both  the  administration  and  student  representatives, 
including  what  many  saw  as  the  York  Federation  of  Stu- 
dents’ (YFS)  support  for  strikers  over  students.  But  the 
strike-fuelled  emotions  would  soon  find  a new  focus, 
something  now  common  on  Canadian  campuses:  the 
Israeli-Palestinian  conflict. 

Shortly  after  classes  resumed,  a press  conference  was 
held  regarding  a bid  to  impeach  the  YFS  executive 
through  a petition.  Though  the  Drop  YFS  campaign  was  a 
broad-based  initiative  on  a student  government  issue,  the 
YFS  president  accused  the  lead  organizers  - who  hap- 


Campus 

Life 


pened  to  belong  to  Hillel  at  York  - of  opposing  the  YFS 
motion  condemning  Israel’s  incursion  into  Gaza,  rather 
than  the  strike. 

The  conference  room  was  over  capacity  and,  as  an 
angry  crowd  began  to  form  outside,  the  meeting  was  ad- 
journed to  the  Hillel  lounge  for  safety  reasons.  There,  un- 
fortunately, the  situation  only  worsened. 

Students  present  recounted  a scene  of  intimidation 
when  a mob  of  more  than  1 00  anti-Israel  protestors,  some 
with  keffiyehs  covering  their  faces,  banged  on  the  glass 


Letters  welcome 


Letters  to  the  Editor  are  welcome  if  they  are  brief,  signed,  timely  and  of  interest  to  our  readership.  The  Bulletin 
reserves  the  right  to  refuse,  edit  or  condense  letters.  The  Mailbag  column  will  be  published  as  space  permits. 

Send  your  letters  to  Michael  Regenstreif,  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin,  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private,  Ottawa,  Ontario 
K2A  1R9;  or  send  him  an  e-mail  at  mregestreiJ@ottawajewishbulletin.com. 


doors  and  chanted  anti-Semitic  slurs  while  accusing  the 
trapped  Jewish  students  of  racism. 

The  next  day,  a planned  anti-Israel  rally  organized  by 
Students  Against  Israeli  Apartheid  drew  some  200  students, 
who  urged  the  YFS  president  to  fully  endorse  a public 
forum  on  the  academic  boycott  of  Israel  and  to  sever  all  ties 
with  the  Jewish  state.  A group  of  Jewish  students  responded 
with  its  own  counter-protest. 

The  prominence  of  the  Israeli-Palestinian  issue  in  York’s 
student  climate  shows  no  signs  of  abating,  and  there  is  no 
shortage  of  other  attempts  at  demonizing  Israel  on  campus. 

A case  in  point  is  Israeli  Apartheid  Week,  which  was 
scheduled  to  take  place  during  the  first  week  of  March  on 
many  campuses  in  North  American  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  including  both  Carleton  University  and  the 
University  of  Ottawa  (uOttawa). 

In  the  week  preceding,  Hillel  Ottawa  and  the  Israel 
Awareness  Committee  hosted  a counterweight,  the  first 
Israel:  A Partner  Week.  Events  took  place  at  Carleton, 
uOttawa  and  Algonquin  College.  The  aim  was  to  showcase 
Israel’s  partnerships  with  the  Middle  East  and  countries 
around  the  world  through  information  tables  and  guest 
speakers  on  humanitarian  aid,  refugee  uptake  and 
environmental  contributions. 

The  recent  incident  at  York  is  a reminder  that  our  uni- 
versities must  not  allow  events  to  result  in  Jewish  students, 
or  any  students  for  that  matter,  being  subjected  to 
manifestations  of  hatred  or  fearing  violence. 


• To  remember 

• To  congratulate 

• To  honour 

• To  sav  I care 


JEWISH  NATIONAL  FUND 
OF  CANADA 


(Continued  from  page  21) 

Mira  Levine  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Mom  & Dad 

Emma  Sarah  Markus  on  the  occasion  of  your 
birthday  by  Granny  Betsy 

Eitan  Maoz  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Mom 

Hadar  Maoz  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Mom 

Paz  Maoz  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by  Mom 
Rafi  Colton-Max  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat 
by  Mark  and  Yanda  Max 

Zachary  Colton-Max  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi’Shevat  by  Mark  and  Yanda  Ma< 

Benjamin  Marmer  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat 
by  Bubbie  & Zaidie 

Kevin  Marmer  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Bubbie  & Zaidie 

Susie  McDonald  on  the  occasion  of  Xander’s  birth 
by  Danielle  Rosmarin 

Naton  & Talia  Melzer  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi'Shevat  by  Estelle  & Ian  Melzer 

Jim,  Leonna,  Kristy,  Audra  & Wesley  Merson  on 
the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by  Jim  and  Leonna  Merson 
Elaine  Mintz  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Arlene  Glube 

Dorothy  Nadolny  on  the  occasion  of  your  birthday 
by  Joy.  Dennis,  Michael,  Carly  & Ben  Jacuk 

Gerry  & Helen  Polowin  & family  with  thanks  by 
Ethel  & Irving  Taylor 

Earl  & Janice  Pomer  & Emily  Lauren  on  the  occa- 
sion of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by  Grandma  & Grandpa  Shaffer 
Elijah,  Chaya,  Benjamin  Rivier-Porter  on  the  oc- 
casion of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by  Jean  Rivier 

Tammy  & Jeff  Pura  with  appreciation  by  Candice 
& Stanley  Wilder 


Rae  Rechstman  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Tal  Gilboa 

Brenna  & Sadie  Rivier  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi'Shevat  by  Jean  Rivier 

Andrea  & Yorris  Rosenberg  & family  on  the  oc- 
casion ofTu  Bi’Shevat  by  Harold,  Rosalie,  Leah,  Josh  & 
Naomi 

Rebecca  Sabbab  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi'Shevat 
by  Bubby  & Zaidy  Schildkraut 

Shlomo  Sabbah  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Bubby  & Zaidy  Schildkraut 

Aura  Schaumer  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Bubby  & Zaidy  Schildkraut 

Mordechai  Schaumer  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi'Shevat  by  Bubby  & Zaidy  Schildkraut 

Shalva  Schaumer  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi'Shevat 
by  Bubby  & Zaidy  Schildkraut 

Barry  & Cindy  Schwartz  on  the  occasion  of  Tu 
Bi'Shevat  by  Harold,  Rosalie,  Leah,  Josh  & Naomi 
David  Schwartz  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Harold,  Rosalie,  Leah,  Josh  & Naomi 

Josh  Schwartz  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Mom  & Dad 

Leah  Schwartz  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Mom  & Dad 

Michael  & Elizabeth  Schwartz  & family  on  the 
occasion  ofTu  Bi'Shevat  by  Harold,  Rosalie,  Leah,  Josh 
& Naomi 

Naomi  Schwartz  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi'Shevat 
by  Mom  & Dad 

Alex  Shinder  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Bubby  & Papa 

Benjamin  Shinder  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi’Shevat 
by  Bubby  & Papa 

Eliane  Shinder  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Bubby  & Papa 


Jason  Shinder  with  appreciation  by  Chani  & Bram 
Bregman 

Kyla  Shinder  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Bubby  & Papa 

Samantha  Shinder  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi’Shevat 
by  Bubby  & Papa 

David  Silverman  on  the  occasion  of  your  75th 
birthday  by  Michael  Silverman  & family 

Harriet  & Irving  Slone  & family  with  thanks  by 
Ethel  & Irving  Taylor 

Adam  Stein  on  the  occasion  of  Tu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Bubbie  & Zaidie 

Jonathan  Stein  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Mom  & Dad 

Mira  Stein  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi’Shevat  by  Bub- 
bic  & Zaidie 

Sarah  & Arnie  Swedler  & family  with  thanks  by 
Ethel  & Irving  Taylor 

Risa,  Brent  & Shira  Taylor  on  the  occasion  ofTu 
Bi’Shevat  by  Mom  & Dad/Nana  & Grandpa  Taylor 

Susan  and  Jeffrey  Taylor  with  thanks  by  Ethel  & 
Irving  Taylor 

Gertie  Weinberg  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi’Shevat 
by  Rhoda  & Edward  Weinberg 

Jamie  Weiner  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi’Shevat  by 
Bubbi  & Zaidy  Samel 

Talia  Weiner  on  the  occasion  ofTu  Bi'Shevat  by 
Bubbi  & Zaida  Samel 

Ron  and  Debbie  Weiss  on  the  occasion  of  Jessica's 
engagement  to  Aaron  Laurito  by  Mindy  Finkelstein  & 
Roy  Hanes  & family 

Nicole  Willis  with  best  wishes  for  a Happy 
Chanukah  by  Grandma  Pat  (Willis)  in  Canada 

Mazel  Tov  to: 

David  Blumenthal  on  the  40th  anniversary  of  your 


arrival  in  Canada  by  Beth  Roodman 

Phyllis  & Martin  Boyer  on  the  occasion  of  your 
40th  wedding  anniversary  by  Sheela  & Si  Morin 

Justin  Burleigh  on  the  occasion  of  your  Bar 
Mitzvah  by  Fem,  Arielle  & Elie  Goldman 

Jane  & Martin  Gordon  on  the  birth  of  your  grand- 
son by  Brian  & Rochelle  Pearl 

Barbara  Crook  & Dan  Greenberg  on  being  hon- 
oured at  the  2008  JNF  Negev  Dinner  by  Chani  & Bram 
Bregman.  & by  Lome.  Laurie.  Zak  & Ben  Shusterman 
Barbara  Greenberg  & Barry  Bokhaut  on  Yossi’s 
engagement  to  Julia  Shusterman  by  Brian  & Rochelle 
Pearl 

Jared  & Jennifer  Greenberg  on  the  births  of  Ava 
& Rebecca  by  Judi  Hoffman 

Terry  Lee  Greenberg  on  the  occasion  of  your 
special  birthday  by  Sheela  & Si  Morin 

Jennifer  Holtzman  on  receiving  your  Ph.D.  in 
Genetics  & Molecular  Biology  by  Mom  & Dad 

Ellic  and  Arie  Kamil  & family  on  the  occasion  of 
Itzy’s  Bar  Mitzvah  by  Janice,  Marty,  Jaclyn  & Tommy 
Friedlich 

Jeff  Katz  on  the  occasion  of  your  special  birthday 
by  Carol  & Laurie  Pascoe 

Anita  Leighton  on  the  occasion  of  your  85th  birth- 
day by  Rosalie,  Harold,  Leah,  Josh  & Naomi  Schwartz 
Dr.  David  & Sara  Lipnowski  on  the  birth  of  your 
grandchild  by  Mark  & Carol  Froimovitch 

Maureen  & Henry  Molot  on  the  births  of  your 
granddaughters  by  Estelle  & Ian  Melzer 

Esther  Schwartz  on  the  occasion  of  your  80th  birth- 
day by  Harold,  Rosalie,  Leah,  Josh  & Naomi  Schwartz 
Rosalie  Schwartz  on  the  occasion  of  your  birthday 
by  Harold,  Leah.  Josh  & Naomi 

Mendy  Taller  on  the  engagement  of  Jason  & Nina 
by  Uncle  Steven,  Auntie  Linda,  Jessica  & Lome 
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Purim  reflections  on  a friend’s  tragedy 

Values,  Ethics, 
Community 


This  year's  Purim  holiday  finds  me  more  reflective 
than  usual.  While  I look  forward  to  baking  prune  and 
poppy  seed  hamantaschen  with  my  kids  and  will,  hopeful- 
ly, have  cobbled  together  attractive,  creative,  yet  function- 
al costumes,  I am  thinking  of  my  friend  Shira  this  week  (I 
have  changed  her  name  to  protect  her  privacy). 

Last  August,  Shira  was  set  to  become  a mother,  having 
carried  her  and  her  husband’s  baby  for  nine  months'  in  her 
womb.  At  38  weeks,  their  baby  inexplicably  lost  its  heart- 
beat and  died  before  she  had  a chance  to  give  birth. 

I’ve  thought  about  Shira  every  Purim  since  the  winter 
and  spring  almost  a decade  ago  when  Shira  shared  a flat 
with  my  husband  and  me  in  Jerusalem.  When  Purim  came, 
with  no  kids  yet  in  the  picture  to  outfit,  we  three  enthusi- 
astically worked  on  our  costumes  together  in  anticipation 
of  one  of  Israel’s  most  festive  holidays.  My  husband 
dressed  as  a court  jester  with  blue  nail  polish  and  a bell- 
rimmed  hat.  I went  as  a combination  of  Luke  Skywalker 
and  Han  Solo.  And  Shira  fashioned  a pair  of  colourful  and 
ethereal  wings  to  become  a butterfly. 

Back  in  Canada,  when  the  time  came  for  Shira  to  get 
married,  a group  of  friends  gathered  with  the  bride-to-be 
on  the  beach  to  issue  blessings  for  her  new  adventure. 
Passing  around  a symbolic  wishing  stone,  I recalled  that 
Purim  holiday  in  Jerusalem. 

I told  Shira  that  I hoped  she  would  always  be  able  to 
channel  her  inner  parpar  - Hebrew  for  butterfly  - as  she 
proceeded  to  be  joined  in  marriage  with  the  person  who  by 
all  measures  is  her  bashert.  The  carefree  and  beautiful  but- 
terfly, I thought,  neatly  reflected  who  I thought  Shira  to 
be,  and  symbolized  the  kind  of  outlook  I hoped  she  would 
be  able  to  maintain  in  her  married  life. 

With  the  immediate  idea  of  motherhood  still  far  from 
my  mind  at  that  point  - I wanted  to  settle  into  my  career, 
buy  a house  and  pass  the  30-year-old  mark  for  the  imag- 
ined maturity  that  that  decade  would  confer  - the  unspo- 
ken feeling  on  the  moonlit  sand  that  night  was  how  won- 
derful a mother  Shira  would  make.  Her  caring  and  patient 
manner,  her  passion  for  song  and  dance,  and  her  commit- 
ment to  social  justice  promised  to  endow  her  with  quali- 
ties important  to  fine  parenting. 

Years  later,  as  Shira  and  her  husband  struggle  to  make 
sense  of  their  lives  now  shadowed  by  their  personal 
tragedy,  I find  myself  reflecting  on  what  it  means  to  be  a 
friend. 

As  someone  who  finds  herself  often  using  words  to  fill 
the  space  where  others  might  be  more  inclined  to  observe, 
I have  now  learned  to  listen  more  than  to  speak.  Having 
been  delayed  in  mailing  the  good-luck  bead  she  had  asked 
each  of  her  friends  to  send  as  her  pregnancy  progressed,  I 
carried  it  in  my  purse  for  months  afterwards,  as  a figura- 
tive way  of  carrying  around  one  teardrop’s  worth  of  her 
grief. 

It  is  hard  to  be  an  ideal  listener  when  I live  thousands 
of  miles  from  Shira,  but  I have  tried  to  find  a way. 
Through  reading  her  blog,  and  offering  infusions  of  e-mail 
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and  handwritten  prose  - the  last  time  I asked,  Shira  said 
she  preferred  e-mail  rather  than  phone  calls  during  this 
immensely  sad  time  - I have  tried  to  affirm  her  pain  rather 
than  try  to  fix  it. 

I cannot  possibly  fix  it,  of  course.  Endeavouring  to 
offer  verbal  solutions  might  make  me  feel  better,  or  at  least 
make  me  feel  relevant.  But  I know  that  offering  the  kind 
of  pat,  solution-oriented  slogans  that  spring  to  mind  dur- 
ing times  of  other  people’s  misery  would  only  make  her 
feel  worse. 

1 think  about  the  metaphor  of  Shira’s  inner  parpar  and 
wish  that  her  pain  would  fly  away.  Soon  after  the  tragedy, 
I dreamt  one  night  that  she  and  her  husband  were  dancing. 
The  dream,  I realize,  was  my  unconscious  attempt  at  eras- 
ing their  heartbreak.  But  I know  that  walking  with  them 
along  this  dark  path  is  the  only  hope  for  helping  them 
manage  the  sorrow. 

With  Purim  being  Judaism's  holiday  of  escapism  - it  is 
the  only  time  in  the  Jewish  calendar  where  celebrants  are 
mandated  to  get  so  inebriated  that  they  don’t  know  the  dif- 
ference between  “Blessed  be  Mordechai”  and  “Cursed  be 
Haman,”  as  the  rabbinic  saying  goes  - it  can  represent  a 
time  to  unleash  our  pent  up  dreams  and  fantasize  about 
paths  not  taken. 

But,  while  we  dream,  hope  and  consider,  we  need  to  re- 
member to  keep  one  foot  on  the  ground  to  help  anchor 
those  in  our  lives  who  are  having  difficulty  getting  up. 

Sometimes  simply  being  there  in  active  silence  is  the 
best  kind  of  friendship. 


Designs  by  Sharron 
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I’m  Jerry  of  Jerry’s  Hobby  Reg’d 
And  I can  take  "memories  out  of  a box” 
Think  of  all  your  old  photos,  slides,  8mm  & 16mm 
home  movies  in  boxes  in  your  basement. 

“Memories  in  a box”. 

I can  capture  “your  memories"  on  DVD. 

Just  sit  back  and  enjoy  watching 
"your  memories"  on  your  TV  screen 
For  more  information,  I can  be  reached 
at  613-301-4919,  or  at  jerryathome@sympatico.ca 


VOLUNTEER 

CORNER 


Volunteer  Corner  is  courtesy 
of  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa. 

Volunteer  Opportunities 

TAMIR 

Tamir  is  need  of  volunteers  to  assisi  with  participant.activities,  special 
events  and  clerical  duties.  For  more  information  please  visit  our  website  at 
http://www.tamir.ca/  or  contact  613-725-3519. 

JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 

YOU  can  make  the  difference! 

If  you  have  some  time  to  share,  Lisa  Bogdonov, 
Volunteer  Coordinator  of  the  Thelma  Steinman 
Seniors  Support  Services  unit,  would  love  to  hear  from  you: 
613.722.2225,  ext.  327  or  Lbogdonov@jfsottawa.com. 

• A number  of  clients  have  been  calling  looking  for  someone  to 
take  them  grocery  shopping,  on  an  irregular  or  regular  basis.  Various 
areas  of  the  city.  You  have  to  do  it  anyway,  so  why  not  turn  the  mun- 
dane into  a mitzvah? 

• A woman  who  lives  in  the  Byward  Market  area  needs  trans- 
portation in  order  to  participate  in  2 monthly  community  programs:  the 
1st  Thursday  of  the  month  at  Beth  Shalom  synagogue  and  the  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month  at  Agudath  Israel. 

• A woman  who  lives  at  Rideau  & Friel  would  like  to  participate 
in  a JFS  program  on  Carling  Ave.,  the  last  Thursday  of  every  month, 
from  10:00  - 11:30  am.  She  needs  drives  both  to  and  from  the  pro- 
gram. 

• A disabled  woman  who  lives  downtown  needs  help  with  paper- 
work approximately  2-3  times  per  month  for  1-2  hours.  CRA  knowl- 
edge preferred. 

• An  elderly  woman  who  lives  in  the  Byward  Market  area  needs 
a friendly  visitor  to  share  coffee  visits,  trips  to  museums,  art  galleries, 
etc.  Weekly,  bi-weekly,  or  monthly. 

• A very  interesting  man  who  lives  in  the  Campus  area  is  looking 
for  someone  to  visit  and  break  up  his  isolation  for  an  hour  or  two  every 
1-2  weeks. 

• A woman  who  lives  in  Orleans  needs  a visitor  on  a weekly  or 
bi-weekly  basis  to  chat,  go  out  for  coffee,  or  other  occasional  outings. 

• A number  of  Russian-speaking  seniors  are  looking  for  weekly 
1-on-l  ESL  practice.  Various  areas  of  the  city. 

Please  note:  Mileage  incurred  by  volunteers 
is  always  reimbursed  by  JFS. 

THE  BESS  AND  MOE  GREENBERG 
FAMILY  HILLEL  LODGE 

• Urgently  seeking  volunteer  cashiers  from  12  to  1 weekdays  in 
our  kosher  dairy  cafe. 

• Interested  in  learning  more  about  gerontology,  nursing,  thera- 
pies, hospitality?  ...  the  list  goes  on  and  on.  Come  help  out  at  Hillel 
Lodge! 

• Bingo  anyone?  If  you’re  free  on  Monday  nights,  join  us! 

• Love  computers?  Teach  our  residents  a great  skill.  Flexible  tim- 
ing. Contact  us! 

• Student  special:  Your  gain  is  our  gain:  Do  your  community 
hours  helping  our  residents!  Daily  or  weekly,  at  a time  that  suits  you! 
Uniyersity  students  welcome  (please  note:  children  under  the  age  of  14 
require  adult  accompaniment). 

• Special  mitzvah  anyone?  Bring  a resident  to  Shabbos  services 
(Saturdays  at  9: 15  am)  and  enjoy  the  fantastic  Oncg  with  friends.  Great 
cholent! 

• Newly  retired?  Put  Hillel  Lodge  volunteering  in  your  plan.  Res- 
idents welcome  visitors,  program  assistance,  all  kinds  of  options.  Pick 
a day,  a time  of  day,  a type  of  event  - whatever  suiLs  your  schedule.  Try 
it  out  now. 

• Free  on  Fridays?  Oneg  Shabbat  every  week  at  10:30  am  and 
bingo  at  2:00  pm  - come  join  us. 

• Culture  maven?  Accompany  our  residents  to  museums,  concerts 
and  plays  (Wednesday  and  Thursday  afternoons). 

• Tuesday  special:  Enjoy  our  special  events  every  week  at  2:15 
pm. 

• Shopping  experts?  Have  fun  while  accompanying  residents  to 
shopping  at  a mall  (Monday  mornings). 

To  inquire  further,  please  call  613-728-3900  ext.  121 
or  email  marilyn@hillel-ltc.com 
Students  welcome  (please  note:  children  under  the  age  of  14 
require  adult  accompaniment) 
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92nd  Street  T 


HAPOEL,  ATHLETIC,  CULTURAL  AND  EDUCATIONAL 
CLUB  & THE  SOLOWAY  JCC  PRESENT 

J 


Carol  Leifer 

in  Conversation  with 

Jerry  Seinfeld 

Stand-up  comedian  Carol  Leifer  is  an  Emmy  Award-winning 
writer  and  producer  who  has  been  involved  in  such  television 
shows  as  Seinfeld,  The  Larry  Sanders  Show,  Saturday  Night 
Live  and  The  Ellen  Show.  Leifer  is  the  author  of  When 
You  Lie  About  Your  Age,  The  Terrorists  Win,  a 
laugh-out-loud  look  at  life,  love,  family  and  the  aging 
process.  Legendary  comedian,  writer  and  actor 
Jerry  Seinfeld  moderates. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  7 8:00  PM  • SOLOWAY  JCC 

Via  Live  Simulcast,  the  Soloway  JCC  is  pleased  to  present  these 
multifaceted  and  interactive  program  which  will  be  presented  from 
the  92nd  Street  Y in  New  York. 


Members  and  Seniors  $5  • Non-Members  $10 
Refreshments  will  be  served 

Tickets  will  be  available  at  the  Front  Desk  of  the  Soloway  JCC 

For  more  information  contact  Gustavo  Rymberg  at  613.798.9818  ext.  271 
grymberq@jccottawa.com  • www.jccottawa.com 
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TRBVEU-'NS  sports 
^PECiRUTd  CRMPS 
'/>OM  CRMP 


20®% 

REGISTER  TODR*! 

b13.190.9010  EXT.  2bl 
WWW.JCCOTTBWB.COM 
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THE  SOLOWAY  JCC  AND  VERED  ISRAEL  CULTURAL 
AND  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAM 


A CAPITAI  CELEBRATION  OF 

61St  YOM  HAATZMAUT 


t 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  29, 2009 


FUN  FOR  ALL  AGES  F 

• circus  troupe  \ 

• Mini  Cirque  circus  school  v 

• face  painting 

• crazy  balloon  creations 

• live  shows 

• roaming  entertainers 
and  much  more! 


NON  - STOP 
CHILDREN’S 
ENTERTAINMENT 

• Gamble  your  Shekels 
at  the  Dizenqoff  Cafe 
Casino 

• Purchase  Israeli  food 
at  our  food  market 


Back  by  Popular  Demand 

Yosi  Levy  and  the 
Sabras  Band 

from  California 


CHILDREN'S  ENTERTAINMENT 
SPONSOR  BY 


! ' v ' 

I ft* .. 


Doors  Open  at  5:00  pm  • Ottawa  Civic  Centre 


FOR  UPDATES  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  AT  WWW.JCCOTTAWA.COM 

V Event  Chair:  Penny  Torontow 


For  more  information  please  contact  Una  Folkson  Singh  at  613.798.9818  ext.  225  or  ufolksonsingh@jccottawa.com 


For  more  information  please  contact  Patrice  Berdowski  at  613.798.9818  ext.  233  / pberdowski@jccottawa.com 


PRESENTED  BY  THE  JEWISH  FEDERATION  OF  OTTAWA  AND  THE  SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 


The  Soloway  JCC  and  the  CHEO  Foundation 
present  the  ^ . . • ■ 


1st  Annual  Comedy  Night 


I G»-bu 

p FOR  LITTI 


5 


LITTLE  PEOPLE 


MONDR*,  MR*  25,  2009  • 8:00  PM 
CENTREPOINTE  THEATRE 


TREAT  JJOURSELF  TO 
A NiGMT  OF  LAUGHS 
AND  HELP  SUPPORT 
CHiLDREN  iN  NEED. 


Orchestra  seats:  $45  / Balcony  seats:  $35 

Tickets  are  available  at  www.centrepointetheatre.ca 


Corporate  and  sponsorship  opportunities  available. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Una  Folkson  Singh 
at  613.798.9818  ext.  225  or  ufolksonsingh@jccottawa.com 


:UOO  A 

•on  ® 


C'rt'- 

Foundation 

Fondiuon 
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H3N 

PROUD.  STRONG.  TOGETHER. 


SUNDAY,  JUNE  7,  2009  • 9:30  AM 

Rain  or  Shine! 
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Film  captures  our  common  humanity 


The  Band's  Visit 
Directed  by  Eran  Kolirin 

In  English,  Hebrew  and  Arabic  with  English  subtitles 
Rated  PC- 13 
87  minutes 
thebandsvisit.  com 

In  my  experience  - and  with  notable  exceptions  - small 
movies  seem  to  deliver  the  biggest  impact.  The  Band's  Visit 
packs  such  an  artistic  punch. 


Set  in  a vaguely  specified,  though  clearly  modem,  period  - 
the  uniforms  are  old-fashioned,  the  regular  clothes  are  fairly 
contemporary,  but  there  is  a reliance  on  pay  phones  in  what  is 
now  known  to  be  a cell-phone-saturated  society  - the  film  tells 
the  story  of  an  Egyptian  police  orchestra  that  has  been  com- 
missioned to  play  an  afternoon  concert  in  the  Israeli  town  of 
Petah  Tikvah.  On  arriving  at  an  eerily  empty  airport  in  Israel, 
no  one  is  there  to  greet  the  musicians  clad  in  baby-blue  uni- 
forms, replete  with  officer  caps. 

They  hop  on  an  Egged  bus,  but  mispronounce  their  point  of 


Film  Review 


Mira  Sucharov 


destination  - one  of  the  only  bits  of  slapstick  in  the  movie  - and 
end  up  in  the  sleepy,  barely  inhabited  town  of  Beit  Hatikvah,  a 
fictional  locale  whose  name  means  “house  of  hope,"  but  which 
resembles  many  Israeli  desert  towns.  The  town  centres  around 
a small  cafe,  daily  home  to  the  well-meaning  though  lost  and 
unemployed,  a pay  phone,  a parking  lot,  a dusty  road  and  a dis- 
cotheque that  feels  more  high-school  gym  than  nightclub. 

The  action  revolves  around  a single  night  when  a handful  of 
townspeople  host  the  stranded  Egyptian  musicians,  with  each 
character  sorting  out  a personal  journey  of  sorts  dealing  with 
themes  of  love,  lust,  loneliness  and  loss.  Director  Eran  Kolirin 
takes  the  viewer  through  an  intimate  look  at  this  fantasy  town 
and  what  happens  when  unlikely  pairs  of  individuals  meet. 

At  the  core  of  the  movie  are  Dina,  the  sensual  and  lonely  Is- 
raeli cafe-owner;  Tewfiq,  the  regal,  yet  sensitive,  conductor  of 
the  band;  and  Haled,  the  youngest  member  of  the  band,  a hand- 
some, restless  and  jazz-loving  trumpeter  and  violinist. 

I couldn’t  help  but  reflect  on  the  symbolic  link  to  the  bibli- 
cal Dina,  who  defied  societal  convention  by  being  neither  a 
wife  nor  a mother.  The  film’s  Dina  also  has  no  husband  or  chil- 
dren - details  that  emerge  in  an  intimate  conversation  with 
Tewfiq. 

Tewfiq’s  name  means  “good  fortune”  or  “peacemaking"  in 
Arabic,  and,  while  he  carries  much  personal  sadness  with  him 
(reasons  for  which  are  revealed  in  the  film  - and  are  perhaps  re- 
flected in  the  name  of  Haled  - Arabic  for  “eternal”  and  who 
serves  as  a sort  of  son-figure  for  Tewfiq),  there  is  a potential 
implication  that  the  meeting  of  these  Egyptians  and  Israelis  will 
serve  to  salve  their  individual  pain. 

There  are  many  beautifully  crafted  moments  in  the  film:  the 
disco  scene  where  Haled  coaches  a painfully  shy  Israeli  on  the 
techniques  of  romance;  a late-night  conversation  on  a park 
bench  between  Dina  and  Tewfiq;  a dinner  where  half  the  band 
crowds  into  the  home  of  the  sullen  wife  of  a tender-souled  res- 
ident. 

The  Band’s  Visit  was  slated  to  be  Israel’s  2007  Oscar  sub- 
mission for  best  foreign  film,  but  was  rejected  from  that  cate- 
gory, disappointingly,  on  the  grounds  that  half  the  dialogue  is 
actually  in  English.  The  fact  that  much  of  the  dialogue  is  spo- 
ken by  actors  in  their  non-native  language  - as  the  Egyptians 
and  Israelis  attempt  to  communicate  with  each  other  through 
the  only  language  they  have  in  common  - makes  for  a fasci- 
nating verbal  soundtrack.  The  language  isn't  perfect;  grammat- 
ical constructions  are  awkward  in  places,  adding  to  the  feel  of 
authenticity.  The  viewer  gets  the  sense  that  these  characters  are 
struggling  to  communicate  - though  mildly  - and  that  their  cu- 
riousness in  getting  to  know  each  other  makes  it  all,  ultimately, 
worth  it. 

Is  this  an  Arab-Israeli  peace  film?  In  the  DVD  bonus  fea- 
tures, the  director  is  careful  to  distance  himself  from  any 
grandiose  view  of  the  intention  of  the  project.  However,  actor 
Ronit  Elkabetz  (Dina)  does  mention  that  the  Israeli-Palestinian 
collaboration,  which  the  film  represented,  is,  perhaps,  the  ulti- 
mate expression  of  a cure  of  the  region’s  troubles:  artists  join- 
ing in  the  creative  process. 

Whatever  the  intentions  of  the  director  as  to  whether  the 
film  is  meant  to  build  bridges , watching  this  wonderful  film  re- 
minds us  of  at  least  two  things:  the  existing,  but  still  cold 
Egyptian-Israeli  peace  (and,  of  course,  the  intense  work  re- 
maining on  the  Palestinian  front,  though  that  conflict  is  never 
mentioned  in  the  film),  and  the  personal  search  for  the  common 
elements  of  connection  and  humanity  that  ultimately  link  us  all. 

The  Band’s  Visit  will  be  screened  by  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Film  Society,  sponsored  by  the  Greenberg  Families  Library,  at 
the  Soloway  JCC  on  Sunday.  March  22  at  2 pm.  For  informa- 
tion, call  613-798-9818  ext.  245. 


TAMIR 

Judaic  Outreach  Programs 

March  - 

April  2009 

Jft  Alison  Caplan,  Judaic  Administrative  Assistant  • 

613-725-3519 

iV 

Adele  Horwitz,  Judaic  Program  Leader  • 613-592-8365  | 

Date 

Program 

Place 

Time 

Wednesdays 
Mar  4,  11,  18,  25 

Advanced  Judaic  Studies 
Adele  Horwitz 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

5:45  - 6:45 

Wednesdays 
Mar  4,  11,  18,  25 

Joys  of  Judaism 

Adele  Horwitz/Leo  Lightstone 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

6:45-7:45 

Thursdays 
Mar  5,  12,19,  26 

Tamir  Choir 
Cantor  Benlolo 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

6:15-7:15 

Thursdays 
Mar  5,  12,  19,  26 

Sing  and  Play  Along 
Adele  Horwitz 

842  Broadview 

4:00  - 5:00 

Thursdays 
Mar  5, 12, 19,  26 

Viddishkeit  Delights 
Adele  Horwitz 

840  Broadview 

5:00  - 5:30 

Sunday 
March  8 

Purim  Mishloach  Manot 
Preparations 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

2:00-3:30 

Monday 
March  9 

Purim  Carnival  & 
Megillah  Reading 

Beth  Shalom 
151  Chapel  St. 

6:45-8:30 

Friday 
March  20 

Community'  Shabbat 
RSVP  Alison  Caplan 

Tamir  Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

5:30-7:30 

Tuesday 
March  31 

Matzah  Making 
With  Rabbi  Chaim 

Tamir  Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

6:00-8:00 

Wednesdays 
April  7,21,28 

Advanced  Judaic  Studies 
Adele  Horwitz 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

5:45  - 6:45 

Wednesdays 
April  7,  21,  28 

Joys  of  Judaism 

Adele  Horwitz/Leo  Lightstone 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

6:45  - 7:45 

Thursdays 
April  2,  23,  30 

Tamir  Choir 
Cantor  Benlolo 

Day  Program 
11  Nadolny  Sachs 

6:15-7:15 

Thursdays 
April  2,  23,  30 

Sing  and  Play  Along 
Adele  Horwitz 

842  Broadview 

4:00  - 5:00 

Thursdays 
April  2,  23,  30 

Yiddishkeit  Delights 
Adele  Horwitz 

840  Broadview 

5:00-  5:30 

Monday 
April  13 

Tamir  Third  Seder 

Beth  Shalom 
RSVP  Alison  Caplan 

5:30-8:30 

Tuesday 
April  21 

Yom  Ha’Shaoh  Ceremonies 
Tamir  Choir  Performs 

Parliament  Hill 

TBD 

Wednesday,  April  8 - Thursday,  April  16 
Judaic  Program  Closed  For  Passover 
Please  join  us  for  our  3rd  Seder  on  Monday,  April  13 
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Abraham  Lincoln  and  Moses 


Voyages:  Reminiscences 
of  Young  Abe  Lincoln 
By  Neil  Wald  man 
Calkins  Creek  Books  2009 
32  pages.  Age  12-adult. 

Nei!  Waldman,  a prize-winning  American  author  and  il- 
lustrator whose  work  I have  long  admired  and  recommend- 
ed, has  unknowingly  made  me  reconsider  the  true  meaning 
of  the  fundamental  concept  underlying  this  column  for  al- 
most 20  years.  That  concept  is  that  I would  review  books 
for  children  and  young  adults  with  Jewish  content. 

Until  now,  that  concept  has  been  easy  to  apply.  Over 
the  years,  I’ve  turned  down  numerous  requests  to  consid- 
er books  for  review  from  a variety  of  publishers  and  au- 
thors. 

‘Surely  you’ll  want  to  review  this  book  because  the  au- 
thor is  Jewish  or  because  it’s  a prize-winning  book  or  be- 
cause it’s  been  commented  on  favourably  by  Rabbi  X,  Y, 
and  Z,’  I’ve  been  told. 

Nope.  No  Jewish  content.  No  review  in  this  column. 

So  what’s  my  problem  now? 

It’s  Neil  Waldman’s  latest  book.  Voyages:  Reminis- 
cences of  Young  Abe  Lincoln. 

On  one  level,  it  is  hard  to  claim  the  book  has  Jewish  con- 
tent. Abraham  Lincoln  (1809-1865),  the  16th  president  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Great  Emancipator,  certainly 
wasn’t  Jewish.  Nor  have  I ever  read  about  his  having  Jew- 
ish friends  or  advisers.  If  he  did,  it  was  no  big  deal. 

However,  on  the  level  of  influence,  Jewish  content  can, 
indeed,  be  claimed.  According  to  Waldman,  as  Lincoln 
wrestled  with  his  conscience  over  the  question  of  slavery, 
he  found  relevance  and  guidance  in  the  book  of  Exodus 


Howard  Sasdier  Photocraphy- 


Family  Portraits 
Maternity  and  babies 
Bar  Mitzvah,  Bat  Mitzvah 
Weddings 
Commercial 

www.howardsandler.com 
(613)  798-2491 
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SARAZEN  REALTY,  »««« 

Shayna  Shuster 

Sales  Representative 

613-596-4133 

www.shaynashuster.com 
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CRAIG  HENRY 

Wanted  - a large  family  with  children  who  want 
a spacious  house  with  6 bedrooms,  5 bathrooms, 
a main  floor  family  room  and  rec  room.  Hardwood  floors 
and  much  renewing.  Close  to  Congregation  Beit  Tikvah. 


Kid  Lit 


Deanna  Silverman 


when  Moses  slays  the  Egyptian  taskmaster  who  was  whip- 
ping a Jewish  slave. 

Waldman’s  fictionalized  book.  Voyages:  Reminiscences 
of  Young  Abe  Lincoln,  offers  a unique  presentation  of  its 
subject  matter. 

First,  the  book  and  its  illustrations  are  designed  in  sepia 
tones,  suggesting  an  aged  journal. 

Second,  it  is  written  in  the  first  person,  as  though  the 
normally  reticent  Lincoln  had  personally  documented  his 
memories  of  sculling  flatbed  boats  up  and  down  three  rivers 
- the  Ohio,  the  Sangamon  and  the  mighty  Mississippi  - and 
their  impact  on  him. 

Third,  Lincoln  did  write  several  small  but  meaningful 
passages,  which  were  culled  from  sources  detailed  at  the 
end  of  the  book  and  shown  in  brown  italics. 

Three  voyages,  occurring  between  ages  18  to  23,  are  de- 
scribed “in  Lincoln’s  own  words.”  Each  trip  was  a success- 
ful money-making  venture.  Yet  the  last  two,  to  New  Or- 
leans, caused  the  young,  hard-working  Lincoln  deep  emo- 
tional pain  over  the  slave  trade.  Thoughts  of  it  seem  to  have 
haunted  his  soul. 

The  greatest  impact  occurred  in  1831,  when  Lincoln  and 
his  companions  witnessed  a slave  auction  (described  in  all 
its  inhumanity).  The  sight  left  Lincoln  in  complete  despair. 
As  he  fought  to  put  that  slave  auction  and  slavery  into  some 
sort  of  context,  Lincoln  turned  to  the  Bible.  There  he  found 
the  story  of  Moses,  the  reaction  of  Moses  to  slavery,  and  the 
Jewish  exodus  from  Egypt.  It  was  a story  Lincoln  identified 
with,  not  only  for  himself,  but,  over  time,  as  something  fun- 
damental to  his  concept  of  American  democracy. 

Mazal  Tov  to  Neil  Wald- 
man and  to  his  seemingly- 
simple  but  complex  new 
book.  Voyages:  Reminis- 
cences of  Young  Abe  Lin- 
coln. In  illustrations  and 
text,  it  captures  the  aura  and 
detail  of  a unique  coming- 
of-age  story  and  points  to 
the  profound  connection 
many  in  the  civil  rights 
movement,  including  Rev- 
erend Martin  Luther  King, 

Jr.  and  Rabbi  Abraham 
Joshua  Heschel,  believed 
existed  between  African- 
Americans  and  Jews. 

Purim  Note:  The  only 
Purim  book  1 received  this 
year  was  When  It 's  Purim.  a 
delightful  board  book  for 
toddlers  from  Kar-Ben  Pub- 
lishing. A few  rhyming  sen- 
tences and  bright,  cheerful 
illustrations  show  a raccoon 
family  and  friends  making 
hamantaschen. 

From  my  family  to  yours, 
may  your  Purim  celebra- 
tions be  colourful  and  joy- 
ous! 
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By  Neil  Waldman 


www.freedmanfinancialsolutions.com 


Mark  W.  Freedman  b.a.,  m.a.,  cfp 

Insurance,  Investments,  Financial  Planning 

Focusing  on  YOUR  needs 

Mention  you  saw  this  ad  in  the  Jewish  Bulletin 
to  receive  a reduced  financial  consultation  fee. 

613.614.5650 


KOSHER 

ROCK 


Celebrate  your  Bar/Bat  Mitzvah 
like  a rock  star!  Contact  our  event 
specialist  for  more  information. 


Hardsell 


73  YORK  ST.  • BYWARD  MARKET 
613-241-2442  X3  • HARDROCK.COM/OTTAWi 
THE  OFFCIAL  POOD  OP  ROCK 
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Dulce  de  leche:  out  of  the  jar  or  in  brownies  and  biscotti 


As  a parent,  you  often  wonder  if  your  children  will  ever  be- 
come productive  members  of  society.  This  concern  is  most 
prevalent  in  their  teens  when  that  sweet  lovable  child  sudden- 
ly turns  into  a sullen  irresponsible  self-centred  adolescent. 
Not  that  I'm  speaking  from  personal  experience,  of  course! 
However,  I must  admit  that,  after  watching  my  daughter, 
Jenna,  in  a particularly  flaky  and  forgetful  period,  1 wondered 
how  she  would  possibly  ever  mature  into  a responsible  parent 
one  day. 

That  concern  was  put  to  rest  one  summer  evening  at  the 
cottage  when  she  was  16.  My  sister  Bonnie  had  just  called  to 
report  that  she  had  made  her  own  dulce  de  leche  (pronounced 
‘dool  say  deh  leh  chay’). 

Dulce  de  leche  - Spanish  for  ‘milk  candy’  - is  a rich  and 
decadent  sauce  or  syrup,  similar  in  flavour  to  caramel.  Unlike 
caramel,  however,  which  is  made  by  heating  sugar,  dulce  de 
leche  is  prepared  by  heating  sweetened  condensed  milk. 

As  an  ardent  lover  of  all  things  caramel.  Jenna  decided  we 
had  to  make  our  own  dulce  de  leche.  We  found  a dusty  can  of 
sweetened  condensed  milk  in  the  cupboard  and  went  to  work. 
Here’s  the  ‘Coles  Notes’  version  of  what  you  do: 


) LAURYSEI^ln^l KITCHENS  ( 


Winner  of  “The  Consumer's  Choice” Award 
for  11  consecutive  years! 

Voted  Best  Kitchen  Cabinet  Manufacturer 
in  the  Ottawa  Region 

For  all  your  kitchen  and  vanity  design  needs,  contact 

Aviva  Ben-Choreen 

at  613-836-5353  ext.  321 

2415  Carp  Road www.laurysenkitchens.com 


TODAY  IS  A GOOD  DAY 

TO  MAKE  THINGS  SIMPLER 


One  stop  shopping  for  all  your  insurance  and  investment  needs. 
I can  help. 


Diane  Koven  b.a.  (Hons.)  cfp  cdfa 
613-728-1223  ext  2235 

diane.koven@sunlife.com 
www.sunlife.ca/diane.koven 
I 600  - 1525  Carling  Ave. 

Ottawa  K1Z  8R9 


Sun  W/ 

Life  Financial 


cSuiLrfe  Aisurance  Company  of  Canada.  2008 


Subscription 
about  to  lapse? 
RENEW  TODAY! 

Call  Rhoda  Saslove-Miller 
613-798-4696,  ext.  256 


Remove  the  label  from  the  can  of  condensed  milk.  Poke 
two  vent  holes  in  the  top,  by  using  a can  opener  or  hammer 
and  nail. 

Put  the  can  into  a pot  (with  the  holes  up),  and  fill  up  the  pot 
with  water  until  it  is  a quarter  inch  or  so  below  the  top  of  the 
can. 

Put  the  pot  on  a stove  and  tum  up  the  heat. 

Let  the  pot  and  can  simmer  gently  for  about  one-and-a-half 
to  two  hours  for  runny  dulce  de  leche,  or  up  to  four  hours  for 
solid  dulce  de  leche. 

Add  more  water,  as  necessary,  when  the  level  boils  down 
too  much. 

As  I watched  my  daughter  running  back  and  forth  into  the 
kitchen  every  five  minutes  to  check  the  water  level,  it  re- 
minded me  of  how  I was  with  my  firstborn,  Nicholas,  on  the 
night  we  brought  him  home  from  the  hospital,  checking  every 
five  minutes  to  see  if  he  was  still  alive  and  breathing. 


Dulce  de  Leche  Brownies 


6 ounces  good  quality  semi-sweet  or  bittersweet 

(not  unsweetened)  chocolate 
1/4  cup  chocolate  syrup 

(Nesquik  or  Hershey’s  works  well) 

1 stick  (4  ounces)  unsalted  butter,  at  room  temperature 

1 teaspoon  vanilla  extract 

2 eggs,  lightly  beaten 
3/4  cup  white  sugar 
1/2  teaspoon  salt 

1/2  cup  ail  purpose  flour 
1/2  cup  prepared  dulce  de  leche 

Preheat  oven  to  350  Degrees  F. 

Spray  8-inch  square  baking  pan  with  non-stick  veg- 
etable cooking  spray.  Fold  two  12-inch  pieces  of  foil 
lengthwise  so  that  they  measure  8 inches  wide.  Fit  one 
sheet  in  bottom  of  greased  pan,  pushing  it  into  comers 
and  up  sides  of  pan;  overhang  will  help  in  removal  of 
baked  brownies.  Fit  second  sheet  in  pan  in  same  man- 
ner, perpendicular  to  first  sheet.  Spray  foil  with  non- 
stick cooking  spray. 

Put  chocolate  in  a microwave  safe  bowl  and  melt  on 
medium  power  for  1 minute.  Stir  and  melt  for  another 
minute,  on  medium  power  if  necessary.  Add  the  syrup 
and  stir  well.  Add  the  butter  and  beat  the  mixture  with  a 
whisk  until  smooth.  Stir  in  vanilla  and  eggs  and  mix 
well. 

Sift  together  the  sugar,  salt  and  flour.  Add  dry  ingre- 
dients to  the  chocolate  mixture  and  blend  thoroughly. 

Pour  half  the  batter  into  prepared  pan  and  level  sur- 
face, using  a spatula.  Drop  spoonfuls  of  the  dulce  de 
leche  in  dollops  over  the  top  of  the  brownie  batter.  Use 
a knife  to  swirl  the  dulce  de  leche  slightly.  Spread  the 
remaining  brownie  batter  into  the  pan  and  level  it  using 
a spatula. 

Bake  for  25-30  minutes,  or  until  the  centre  feels  just 
slightly  firm  and  a toothpick  inserted  into  the  centre 
comes  out  with  a small  amount  of  sticky  crumbs  cling- 
ing to  it. 

Allow  brownies  to  cool  completely  in  the  pan,  about 
2 hours.  Remove  brownies  from  pan  using  foil  handles, 
i Cut  brownies  into  2 inch  squares  and  serve. 


Made 
with  Love 


Cindy  Feingold 


From  a culinary  perspective,  the  evening  was  a failure.  We 
were  too  impatient  and  opened  the  can  too  soon.  However, 
from  a parenting  perspective,  the  evening  was  a success.  1 saw 
my  daughter  as  a responsible  caring  adult.  Granted,  she  was 
only  caring  about  caramel,  but  it  had  to  start  somewhere! 

About  a year  after  we  made  our  own,  President’s  Choice 
introduced  dulce  de  leche  in  a jar.  It  is  delicious,  but,  if  you 
want  to  try  making  your  own,  there  is  an  excellent  video  at 
tinyurl.  com/bzy96b. 

Once  you  tire  of  eating  dulce  de  leche  right  out  of  the  jar 
with  a spoon,  here  are  two  creative  ways  to  use  it. 


Dulce  de  Leche  Biscotti 


Makes  about  30  biscotti 

2 1/2  cups  all  purpose  flour 
1 teaspoon  baking  powder 
1/2  teaspoon  salt 

1 1/2  cups  sugar 

1/2  cup  (1  stick)  unsalted  butter,  at  room  temperature 

2 large  eggs 

1 1/2  cups  pecans,  toasted  and  coarsely  chopped 
1 1/2  cups  good  quality  bittersweet  chocolate  chunks 
6 tablespoons  duce  de  leche 

Preheat  oven  to  325  degrees  F. 

Line  a heavy  large  baking  sheet  with  parchment 
paper.  Combine  flour,  baking  powder  and  salt  in  a 
medium  bowl  and  whisk  to  blend. 

Using  an  electric  mixer,  beat  sugar  and  butter  until 
well  blended.  Add  eggs,  one  at  a time  and  mix  well.  Add 
dry  ingredients  and  mix  briefly.  Add  pecans  and  bitter- 
sweet chocolate  and  mix  until  well  combined. 

Divide  dough  in  half.  Using  floured  hands,  shape 
one  piece  of  dough  into  a log  2 1/2  inches  wide,  1 1/2 
inches  high  and  about  11  inches  long.  Using  a long 
sharp  knife,  cut  log  in  half,  lengthwise,  making  2 layers. 

Spread  3 tablespoons  of  dulce  de  leche  on  the  bottom 
half  of  the  log.  Place  top  half  of  log  over  filling  and 
using  slightly  damp  hands,  press  gently  to  reattach  two 
halves.  Repeat  with  second  piece  of  dough.  Place  both 
logs  on  parchment  lined  baking  sheet. 

Bake  logs  until  golden  brown  (logs  will  spread), 
about  25-30  minutes.  Remove  from  oven  and  let  logs 
cool  completely  on  sheet  on  a rack.  This  will  take  about 
one  hour.  Maintain  oven  temperature. 

Transfer  logs  to  cutting  board.  Using  a serrated 
knife,  or  a Chinese  cleaver,  cut  logs  diagonally  into  1/2 
inch  wide  slices.  Arrange  slices,  cut  side  down,  on  same 
baking  sheet.  Bake  8 minutes;  tum  biscotti  over.  Bake 
until  just  beginning  to  colour,  about  6-8  minutes  more. 
\Transfer  biscotti  to  rack  to  cool. 
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A gift  forever 

Ottawa  Jewish 
Community 
Foundation 
Donations 

To  make  a donation  and/or  send  a tribute  card, 
call  Carolene  Preap  (613-798-4696  ext.  232) 
e-mail:  cpreap@jewishottawa.com  • website:  www.OJCF.ca 


Join  us  in  building  our  community 
by  supporting  these  local  agencies 


AJA  50+  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Ron  Kesten  by  AJA  50+  Executive  and 
Board  of  Directors. 

SHIRLEY  AND  SHIER  BERMAN  FUND 
FOR  OTTAWA  JEWISH  ARCHIVES 
Congratulations  to: 

David  Berman  on  the  publication  of  his 
book.  Do  Good  Design  by  Shirley  and  Shier 
Berman. 

HILLEL  ACADEMY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Issie  Rose  by  Richard  Addleman. 

Chick  Wolfe  by  Richard  Addleman. 

Isaac  Berdowski  by  Michelle  and  Richard 
Sachs  and  family. 

HILLEL  LODGE  LEGACY  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Queenie  Sachs  by  Michelle  and  Richard 
Sachs  and  family;  and  by  Ben  and  Dorothy 
Greenberg. 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
EARLY  CHILDHOOD  EDUCATION  FUND 
R'Fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Samara  Spivock  by  the  Ganon  Preschool 
Morahs. 

Julie  Ranter’s  father  by  The  Ganon  Staff. 

Condolences  to: 

Irina  Iagoda  on  the  passing  of  her  husband 
by  the  Ganon  Preschool  Staff. 


Georgette  and  Yariv  Wolfe  on  the  passing  of 
their  grandfather  by  the  Ganon  Preschool  Staff. 

AKIVA  EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
GREENBERG  FAMILIES  LIBRARY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
ROSE  AND  LOUIS  ARCHBAR 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
MENDEL  AND  VALERIE  GOOD 
HOLOCAUST 

CONTINUING  EDUCATION  FUND 
HY  HOCHBERG  MEMORIAL  LECTURE  FUND 
JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CEMETERY 
HOLOCAUST  MEMORIAL  FUND 
JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

JEWISH  STUDENTS  ASSOCIATION  - HILLEL 
JEWISH  YOUTH  LIBRARY  OF  OTTAWA 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
DAVID  “THE  BEAR”  KARDASH 
CAMP  B’NAl  BRITH  MEMORIAL  FUND 
ADINA  BEN  PORAT  MACHON  SARAH 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH  CEMETERIES 
ZICHARON  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  FUND 
OTTAWA  MODERN  JEWISH  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  POST 

JEWISH  WAR  VETERANS  FUND 
DORIS  BRONSTEIN  TALMUD  TORAH 
AFTERNOON  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  TORAH  INSTITUTE 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
MARTIN  GLATT  PARLIAMENT  LODGE 
B’NAl  BRITH  PAST  PRESIDENTS’  FUND 
RAMBAM  MAIM0N1DES 
JEWISH  CONTINUITY  FUND 
GABY  SASSOON  FOR  VICTIMS  OF  TERROR 
IN  ISRAEL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
JEWISH  MEN’S  SOFTBALL  LEAGUE  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 
SUMMER  CAMP  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
SARA  AND  ZEEV  VERED  ISRAEL 
CULTURAL  PROGRAM  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
YOUTH  SERVICES  FUND 
TORAH  ACADEMY  OF  OTTAWA 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
YITZHAK  RABIN  HIGH  SCHOOL  FUND 
IN  MEMORY  OF  EVA  WINTHROP 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  Community  Foundation  acknowl- 
edges with  thanks  contributions  to  the  fol- 
lowing funds  as  of  February  18,  2009. 

RUTH  AND  IRVING  AARON 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Ruth  Aaron  by  Chick  and  Rose  Taylor. 

MARY  AND  ISRAEL  (AL)  ALLICE 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Issie  Rose  by  Bev  and  Irving  Swedko. 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Leon  Gluzman  by  Bev  and  Irving  Swedko. 

APPOTIVE  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Condolences  to: 

Sonya  Holtzman  and  family  on  the  loss  of  a 
dear  mother,  mother-in-law  and  grandmother  by 
Stephen  and  Carolyn  Appotive. 

ANNE  AND  LOUIS  ARRON 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Thorey  Chemey  by  Daphne  and  Stanley  Arron. 

R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Daphne  & Stanley  Arron. 

TILLIE  AND  HARRY  CHERM 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Mollie  Fine  by  Donald  Cherm  and  Robert 
Lebans. 

. DAVIjD  AND  QUEENIE  COHEN 

MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

David  Coehn,  a beloved  father  by  David  and 
Judith  Kalin. 

Mazel  Tov  to: 

Eric  Elkin  and  Molly  Hirsh  on  the  engage- 
ment of  Nina  to  Jason  Taller  by  David  and  Judith 
Kalin.- 

SANDI  AND  EDDY  COOK 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Thorey  Chemey  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  and 
family. 

Mazel  Tov  to: 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kerry  Robertson  by  Sand  and 
Eddy  Cook  and  family. 

SANDI  AND  EDDY  COOK  AND  FAMILY 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Howard  Starr  by  Marc.  Jessica  and  Jack 
Borenstein. 

ABIGAIL  GREENBERG 
MITZVAH  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Abigail  Greenberg  on  her  upcoming  Bat 
Mizvah  by  David  and  Margo  Kardish;  by  Gordon 
and  Laura  Spergel;  by  Cally  and  Sid  Kardash;  by 
Libby  and  Stan  Katz;  by  Arthur  and  Sheila 
Greenspoon;  by  Bette  Kerman;  by  the  Kujavsky 
family;  by  Florence  Golt;  by  Gail  and  Stephen 
Victor;  and  by  Kobe.  Riley.  Taia,  Rebecca, 
Richard  and  Marion. 

NATHAN  AND  REBA  D1ENER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Yitz  and  Debbie  Kurtz  on  Hadassah’s  engage- 
ment by  Sharon  and  Bram,  Arielle,  Noami.  and 
Nathalie  Goldfarb. 


LOU  EISENBERG 
CAMP  B’.NAJ  BRITH 
SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Louis  Eisenberg  by  Dan  and  Marilyn 
Kimmel. 

LESLIE  AND  CORNELIA  ENGEL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Leslie  Engel,  a beloved  husband,  father  and 
Zadie  by  Maminah,  Josh,  Yehudah  Areh,  Miri, 
Saritte,  Michael,  Shelley  and  Andre. 

SAM  AND  SUSAN  FIRESTONE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Liz  Lesh  by  Sam  and  Susan  Firestone. 

Mazel  Tov  to: 

Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  on  the  birth  of  their 
grandson  Nathan  Jacob  Cook  by  Sam  and  Susan 
Firestone. 

GEORGE  AND  MARY  GOLDBERG 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Mary  Goldberg  by  Pat  and  Nick  Lindsey  and 
family. 

LARRY  AND  SHEILA  HARTMAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Amie  Swedler  by  Larry  and  Sheila  Hartman. 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Millie  Weinstein  by  Larry  and  Sheila  Hartman. 

HY  AND  PAULINE  HOCHBERG 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

In  memory  of: 

Issie  Rose  by  Pauline  Hochberg. 

PINNEY  AND  LIBBY  KARDASH 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Pinney  Kardash  by  Larry  Weisz. 

LIBBY  AND  STAN  KATZ  FAMILY 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Stan  Katz  by  Morton  and  Sally  Taller;  and  by 
Morrie  and  Rose  Konick. 

KERSHMAN  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  appreciation  to: 

Sylvia  Kershman  by  Eva  Hotimsky. 

SHARON  KOFFMAN 
ATHLETIC  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Issie  Rose  by  Fay  Kofiman. 

ISSIE  AND  EDITH  LANDAU 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Haskell  Zabilsky  by  Edie  Landau. 

Best  wishes  to: 

David  Smith  on  the  move  to  his  new  house  by 
Edie  Landau. 

JOHN  AND  ESTELLE  LIBERMAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

R'fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Archie  Cogan  by  John  and  Estelle  Liberman. 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  on  the  birth  of  their 
grandson  Nathan  Jacob  Cook  by  John  and  Estelle 
Liberman. 

Continued  on  page  32 
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JOSEPH  AND  EVELYN  L1EFF 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
R'fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  David  Resnick  and  Elissa 
Leiff;  and  by  Evelyn  and  Joe  Lieff. 

Laya  Shabinsky  by  Evelyn  and  Joe  Lieff. 

In  memory  of: 

Chick  Wolfe  by  Evelyn  and  Joe  Lieff. 

Issie  Rose  by  Evelyn  and  Joe  Lieff. 

JACK  AND  DORA  LITWACK 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Issie  Litwack,  a beloved  brother  and  brother- 
in-law,  in  Adar  1 by  Dora  and  Sam  Litwack. 

Pauline  Litwack,  our  dear  sister-in-law,  in  Adar 
2 by  Dora  and  Sam  Litwack. 

Rose  Litwack,  our  dear  sister-in-law,  in  Adar 
10  by  Dora  and  Sam  Litwack. 

DOROTHY  AND  HERBERT  NADOLNY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Sol  and  Zelaine  Shinder. 

JACK  AND  MIRIAM  PLEET 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

A1  and  Diane  Malomet  on  their  granddaughter 
upcoming  Bat  Mitzvah  by  Jack  and  Miriam  Pleet. 

GERALD  AND  MARY-BELLE 
PULVERMACHER  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Angie  and  Melvin  Fields  on  the  birth  of  their 
granddaughter  Samara  by  Gerry  and  Mary-Belle 
Pulvermacher. 


ROSSIE  AND  ISSIE  ROSE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Issie  Rose  by  Mitchell  Bellman  and  Nicola 
Hamer;  by  Ben  and  Dorothy  Greenberg;  and  by 
Chick  and  Rose  Taylor. 

FLORENCE  AND  GDALYAH  ROSENFELD 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Chick  Wolfe  by  Florence  and  Gdalyah  Rosenfeld. 
Lotte  Molot  by  Florence  and  Gdalyah  Rosenfeld. 
Abe  Klugsberg  by  Florence  and  Gdalyah 
Rosenfeld. 

Shmuel  Feig  by  Florence  and  Gdalyah  Rosenfeld. 
Norma  Feinstein  by  Florence  and  Gdalyah 
Rosenfeld. 

Dottie  Chamow  by  Florence  and  Gdalyah 
Rosenfeld. 

Shirley  Zukerman  by  Florence  and  Gdalyah 
Rosenfeld. 

Condolences  to: 

Hy  Brown  on  the  loss  of  his  daughter  by 
Florence  and  Gdalyah  Rosenfeld. 

RICHARD  ROTH  AND  RIVA  LEVITAN 
FAMILY  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Steven  Kerzner  on  being  awarded  the  Ben 
Karp  award  for  volunteerism  by  Richard  Roth. 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Ronald  Levitan  by  Riva,  Richard,  Jared  and 
Aaron  Roth. 

RICKIE  AND  MARTIN  SASLOVE 
FAMILY  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Veronika  Elzerova  on  the  birth  of  her  grandson 
by  Rhoda  & Jeff  Miller  and  family. 


R'fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Rhoda  and  Jeff  Miller  and 
family. 

ELAYNE  AND  WESLEY  SCHACTER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
R'fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Elayne,  Wesley,  Adam,  Josh 
and  Michael  Schacter. 

Good  luck  to: 

Hymie  Schildkraut  in  Toronto  by  Elayne, 
Wesley,  Adam,  Josh  and  Michael  Schacter. 

JACK  AND  SARAH  SILVERSTEIN 
FAMILY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

David  Beardmore  by  Jack  and  Sara  Silverstein. 

LINDA  SILVERMAN  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Barry  Spiegel  by  Marvin  and  Phylis  Silverman. 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

A1  and  Diane  Malomet  on  their  granddaugh- 
ter’s Bat  Mitzvah  by  Marvin  and  Phylis  Silverman. 

LOUIS  AND  STELLA  SLACK 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Issie  Rose  by  Myra  and  Lester  Aronson. 

PHYLLIS  AND  MAX  STERNTHAL 
FAMILY  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Mrs.  Howard  Lansman  by  Phyllis  and  Max 
Stemthal. 

Mrs.  Hany  Shooster  by  Phyllis  and  Max 
Stemthal. 

In  memory  of: 

Haskell  Zabitsky  by  Phyllis  and  Max  Stemthal. 

RUTH  TALLER  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Evelyn  and  Eddy  Soloway  by  Ethel  Kerzner. 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Eddy  Soloway  by  Ethel  Kerzner. 


CHARLES  AND  ROSE  TAYLOR 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Condolences  to: 

Suzanne  Bregman  on  the  loss  of  her  father  by 
Chick  and  Rose  Taylor. 

Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Malca  and  Chuck  Polowin  by  Chick  and  Rose 
Taylor. 

JEFFREY  TAYLOR  AND  SUSIE  WEISMAN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Susie  Weisman  by  Chick  and  Rose  Taylor. 

BARBARA  AND  GERALD  THAW 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Thorey  Chemey  by  Barbara  and  Gerald  Thaw. 
R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Pearl  Thaw  by  Barbara  and  Gerald  Thaw. 

MICHAEL  WALSH 
AND  LISA  ROSENKRANTZ 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  honour  of: 

Elis  Felix  Boucher  Landa’s  Bris  on  February  2, 
2009  by  Lisa  Rosenkrantz. 

MIRIAM  AND  LOUIS  WEINER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Lotte  Molot  by  Miriam  and  Lou  Weiner. 

Chick  Wolfe  by  Miriam  and  Lou  Weiner. 

MILDRED  AND  PERCY  WEINSTEIN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazel  Tov  to: 

Debbie  and  Neil  Zaret  on  the  engagement  of 
Josh  to  Jennifer  by  Millie  Weinstein. 

In  memory  of: 

Thorey  Chemey  by  Millie  Weinstein. 

R'fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Lou  Eisenberg  by  Millie  Weinstein. 
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George  Joseph  Cooper 
Scholarship  Award 


Members  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  community,  including  previous  applicants  and  nominees, 
are  invited  to  apply  or  nominate  someone  to  receive  the  G.J.  Cooper  scholarship  award  to 
be  presented  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation 
on  June  10th,  2009 

This  scholarship  recognizes  a member  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Community  who  is  between 
the  ages  of  18-30,  who  has  displayed  leadership  qualities,  academic  excellence  and  an 
interest  in  the  Jewish  Community. 

The  scholarship  award  is  to  be  used  for  formal  education  or  apprenticeship  in  the  artistic, 
literary  or  social  sciences. 

Please  provide  the  following  in  your  application  or  nomination  by  April  1st,  2009  along 
with  an  application  form; 

1 . A resume  of  the  applicant  or  nominee’s  contributions  to  community  life. 

2.  Proof  of  enrolment  by  the  applicant  or  nominee  in  an  academic 
or  apprenticeship  program  for  the  following  school  year. 

3.  A letter  of  reference  that  focuses  on  the  elements  required 
to  qualify  for  the  scholarship. 

4.  Proof  of  the  applicant  or  nominee’s  academic  excellence 

An  “Application  Form”  can  be  obtained  online  at  www.OJCF.ca 
If  you  do  not  have  internet  access,  you  may  call 
613.798.4696  extension  252  or  drop  in  at  the  address  below. 


Address  applications  or  nominations  to: 

G.J.  Cooper  Scholarship  Award 

c/o  Chair  of  the  Scholarship  Committee 

Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation 

21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private 

Ottawa,  ON  K2A  1R9 


www.OJCF.ca  • info@ojcf.ca 


In  Appreciation 

To  our  dear  family,  friends  and  the  Jewish  community,  thank  you  so  much 
for  your  calls,  letters  and  donations  in  memory  of  our  father,  Abe  Klugsberg. 
He  would  have  been  very  touched  by  your  outpouring  of  love  and 
generosity,  as  we  were.  You  have  all  been  a source  of  comfort  to  our  family. 
May  his  memory  be  a blessing.  Thank  you. 

Barbara  Sternberg  and  David  Klugsberg 


McGarry  Family  Chapels 

tjulse,  Playfair  Sc  McGarry 


Part  of  Your  Community  Since  1925 


In  lime  of  need  or  pre-need 
we  can  serve  you 
from  any  of  our  local  ions. 

Our  Central  Chapel 
is  located  at 
315  McLeod  Street 


\\\\\y.  MeG  it  rrv  F a mily.ca 


♦+ 


Canadian-Independent 


Brian  McGarry  C.E.0. 

Tom  Flood  Sr.  Vice  Pres  / Funeral  Director 
Brett  McGarry  Funeral  Director  Assistant 
Robin  McGarry  Manager/ Funeral  Director 


Sharon  McGarry 
Patrick  McGarry 
Ivan  Silverman 
Toohey  Brown 


Presdent 
Vice- Pres /Funeral  Director 
Funeral  Director 
Funeral  Director 


613-233-1143 
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FOUNDATION  DONATIONS 


ZIPES  KARANOFSKY 
FAMILY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Roger  Daigle  by  Rick  and  Helen  Zipes. 

Mazel  Tov  to: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Abrams  on  the  engage- 
ment of  their  daughter  Elissa  to  Alex  Singer  by 
Rick  and  Helen  Zipes  and  family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Lecourt  on  the  birth  of  your 
first  grandchild,  Ella  Grace  O’Brien  by  Rick  and 
Helen  Zipes. 


THE  SAUL  AND  EDNA  GOLDFARB 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  PROGRAM 

RYAN  GOLDBERG  B’NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Chick  Wolfe  by  Emie.  Reva,  Robyn  and  Ryan 
Goldberg. 

Contributions  may  be  made  online  at 
www.OJCF.ca  or  by  contacting  Carolene 
Preap  at  613-798-4696  extension  232, 
Monday  to  Friday. 

We  have  voice  mail.  Our  e-mail  ad- 
dress is  donation@ojcf.ca. 

Attractive  cards  are  sent  to  convey  the 
appropriate  sentiments.  All  donations  are 
acknowledged  with  an  official  receipt  for 
income  tax  purposes. 

We  accept  Visa,  MasterCard  and 
Amex. 


Bulk  packages 
of  Tribute  Cards 
available  at  the  OJCF! 

Bulk  packages  of  18  cards  or  more 
can  be  purchased 
for  a donation 
of  $15  per  card. 

This  is  a $3  savings  per  card!! 

Ordering  in  bulk  makes  donating  to  your  fund, 
to  your  family  fund 
or  to  your  favourite  agency’s  fund 
easy  and  cost  effective 

Call  today  to  purchase  your  cards 
in  support  of  your  Jewish  community. 

613.798.4696.  extension  232 
www.OJCF.ca 


CARLSON  WAGONLIT  TRAVEL 

SPECIAL  2009  GROUP  DEPARTURES 

May  25-30  CANYON  RANCH  SPA  GETAWAY 

5-day  package  includes  transportation,  spa  plan  and  much  more! 

June  29 -July  13  BALTIC  CRUISE  ON  OCEANIA  REGATTA  - 14  DAYS 

Free  air  from  Toronto  included!  Starts  in  Stockholm,  ends  in  Dover  (London). 
Special  features:  2 days  in  Stockholm,  3 days  in  St.  Petersburg 
and  7 other  exciting  ports  of  call. 

October  3-17  VISIT  WARSAW,  BUDAPEST,  VIENNA,  PRAGUE 
November  1-10  EXOTIC  MOROCCO  WITH  CANTOR  DANIEL  BENLOLO 

Please  call  Chris  Calder  (ext.  2229)  or  Nancy  Borer  (ext.  2232) 
for  further  information. 


Sandra  Granatstein 
sgranatstein@carlsonwagonliLca 
130  Albert  St.  Suite  714, 

Ottawa,  ON.  K1P5G4 


Carlson  WagonlitTravel 


613-238-4040 


A warmer  climate  might 
keep  me  from  losing  things 


My  memory  is  playing  tricks  on  me.  It  is 
like  a naughty  child  who  likes  to  hide  objects 
in  unlikely  places  just  so  that  when  I need 
those  objects,  I will  run  through  the  house  in 
a panic  searching  everywhere  for  them. 

I was  given  a very  important  key  from 
work,  for  instance,  and  told  to  guard  it  with 
my  life.  I took  it  out  of  my  pocket  several 
times  just  to  be  sure  I had  it.  But,  being  win- 
ter, I was  wearing  layers  and  layers  of  cloth- 
ing, with  pockets  in  every  layer,  and  I could 
never  seem  to  be  sure  in  which  layer  I had 
stashed  this  important  treasure. 

I must  have  looked  strange  to  people  pass- 
ing me  on  the  street  as  I kept  checking  all  my 
pockets.  The  outside  pockets,  the  inside  pock- 
ets, the  pockets  in  my  sweater,  the  pockets  in 
my  pants  and,  yes.  the  pockets  inside  my 
pockets.  All  Shook  Up,  the  old  Elvis  song,  has 
a line,  “I’m  itching  like  a man  on  a fuzzy 
tree.”  That’s  how  I looked  jiggling  and  danc- 
ing to  my  car. 

Somewhere  along  the  way,  I also  had  to  go 
to  the  dentist,  who  froze  the  whole  front  of 
my  face.  Talk  about  a hang  dog  look!  My  face 
drooped  so  low,  I think  my  chin  was  close  to 
my  waist. 

For  a few  hours,  it  was  like  I lost  all 
awareness  of  what  I was  doing  and  proceed- 
ed, zombie-like,  to  cany  out  my  chores, 
which  included  grocery  shopping.  It’s  a good 
thing  I had  a list  and  that  the  dentist  did  not 
have  to  freeze  my  eyes. 

By  the  way,  it  seems  almost  redundant  in 
Ottawa,  when  you  come  in  from  a tempera- 
ture of  minus  23,  to  be  told  that  your  mouth 
will  be  frozen.  In  fact,  it  already  was  frozen. 

This  combined  frozen  state,  the  multiple 
layers  of  clothing,  my  zombie-like  state  of 
mind,  all  combined  to  cause  me  to  lose  the 
very  key  I was  going  to  guard  with  my  life.  I 
actually  seem  to  have  lost  it  without  the  ques- 
tion of  my  life  coming  up. 


I just  stumbled  into  the  house  with  the  gro- 
ceries, shivering,  not  from  my  frozen  face, 
but  from  the  frozen  air,  barely  conscious  of 
what  I was  doing.  Apparently,  the  groceries 
got  put  away,  but  I have  no  memory  of  doing 
it.  I threw  myself  down  on  the  couch  and 
passed  out. 

Waking  up,  I was  more  alert,  so  I started  to 
check  my  pockets.  I soon  realized  the  key,  the 
key  of  keys,  the  key  to  my  future,  was  gone.  I 
ran  downstairs  and  tore  apart  the  couch  in  the 
TV  room.  I ran  upstairs  and  destroyed  the 
couch  in  the  living  room.  I turned  the  tables 
and  chairs  upside  down  and  pulled  out  all  my 
pockets  while,  simultaneously,  pulling  out 
my  hair.  There  comes  a time  when  you  real- 
ize that  what  you're  searching  for  does  not 
want  to  be  found. 

“Just  check  the  last  place  you  left 
it,"  someone  said. 

A brilliant  idea,  except  I had  no  idea  where 
that  might  be.  1 tried  to  follow  my  nose,  but 
that  just  led  me  around  in  circles.  No  key. 

The  key,  of  course,  will  stay  hidden  until 
we  make  another  copy.  Then  it  will  magical- 
ly appear  in  one  of  my  shoes.  This  proves  to 
me  both  the  perfidy  of  objects  one  must  never 
lose  and  the  unconscionable  length  of  Ottawa 
winters. 

I plan  to  go  to  work  with  a written  expla- 
nation of  all  this  and  a petition  to  move  the 
office  to  a warmer  climate.  No  freezing.  No 
layers  of  clothing  and  no  lost  keys.  I’ll  just 
have  to  figure  out  how  to  put  pockets  in  my 
skin. 


Homewatch 

Caregivers 

6i3.730.2188 

homewatchcaregivers.com 


Let  our  family  care  for  yours 


When  you  need  assistance 
with  a senior  family 
member,  adult  or  child,  we 
are  committed  to  providing 
compassionate  care  through 
experienced,  caring  staff. 


Affordable  Care  Solutions 

• Nurses , Social  Workers,  Personal  Care 
Professionals  and  Companions 

• Post  Surgical  Assistance  (Hospital/Home) 

• Specialized  Dementia  Care 

• Back  Up  Child  Care 

• Hourly  to  24  Hour  Care 


BRIAN  LkYIT  \\.  C'eriilied  Senior  Adusor  \\  I M)\  BlRKIlAV  Social  W orker 
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Klezmer  and  the  ghost  of  Germany  past 


Painted  Bird  leader  Daniel  Kahn  meets  fans  after  a 
Germany. 


By  Ruth  Ellen  Gruber 

FREIBURG,  Germany 
(JTA)  - At  the  height  of  the 
recent  uproar  over  Pope 
Benedict  XVI’s  rehabilita- 
tion of  a Holocaust-denying 
bishop.  I attended  a klezmer 
concert  in  the  pontiff’s  na- 
tive Germany.  The  timing 
was  coincidental.  1 didn’t 
deliberately  set  out  to 
counter  the  pernicious  folly 
of  denying  history  by  listen- 
ing to  music  rooted  in  the 
culture  the  Nazis  sought  to 
destroy. 

Still,  the  concert  started 
me  to  thinking  - about  what 
and  how  we  remember; 
about  what  and  how  we  for- 
get; and  about  the  role  con- 
temporary cultural  expres- 
sions play  in  determining 
how  we  think  about  things. 

1 had  been  to  many 
klezmer  concerts  in  Ger- 
many in  the  past.  The  tra- 
ditional music  of  East  Euro- 
pean Jews  has  had  a wide 
following  here  since  the 
1980s,  when  American  and 
other  artists  began  to  tour. 
Scores  of  homegrown 
klezmer  bands  have  been 


formed,  and  several  leading 
American  Jewish  music  per- 
formers settled  in  Berlin  or 
elsewhere  in  the  country. 

Germany’s  particular  his- 
tory, of  course,  played  a role 
in  the  music’s  popularity. 

Some  Germans,  especial- 
ly those  from  older  genera- 
tions, became  attracted  as 
part  of  the  manifold  process 
of  dealing  with  the  Nazi 
legacy  that  is  commonly 
known  here  as  ‘working 
through  the  past.’ 

For  more  youthful  mu- 
sicians and  fans,  however, 
the  baggage  of  guilt  is  most- 
ly absent.  For  some,  the 
klezmer  sound  simply  forms 
part  of  the  eclectic  exoticism 
of  world  music.  For  others, 
its  rich  cultural  contexts  pro- 
vide stimulus  for  their  own 
creative  interpretation. 

The  group  I saw  this  time 
was  the  Painted  Bird,  a 
Berlin-based  band  pointedly 
named  for  the  Holocaust 
novel  by  Jerzy  Kosinski. 
Known  for  making  music 
with  a sharp  political  edge, 
the  band  describes  itself  on 
its  MySpace  page  as  “Punk 


Cabaret  + Radical  Yiddish 
Song  + Gothic  American 
Folk  + Klezmer  Danse 
Macabre.” 

Its  leader  is  Daniel  Kahn, 
a 30-year-old  Detroit  native 
who  forms  part  of  the  cur- 
rent wave  of  American  Jew- 


ish musical  transplants  to  the 
German  capital. 

The  Concert  1 attended 
was  performed  before  a 
standing-room-only  crowd 
in  Freiburg,  a university 
town  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  country. 

Spotlighted  on  the  stage 
and  dressed  in  black,  Kahn 
sang  through  a megaphone 
and  switched  between  accor- 
dion, piano  and  ukulele  as  he 
chewed  up  stereotypes  and 
spit  them  out  in  an  almost 
in-your-face  challenge  to  the 
audience. 

Most  of  the  songs  were 
from  the  band’s  new  CD, 
Partisans  and  Parasites , a 
collection  of  original  pieces 
and  reworked  Yiddish  songs 
that  deftly  juggle  genres, 
styles,  epochs  and  lan- 
guages. 

Kahn’s  song  “Parasites” 
tells  of  species  that  live  on 
others  who  then  sometimes 
kill  them.  His  “Khurbn  Kat- 
rina” mourns  the  destruction 
of  New  Orleans  with  a soul- 
ful mix  of  Yiddish  and  Bour- 
bon Street.  A beautifully  re- 
worked version  of  the  Yid- 
dish classic  “Borscht”  em- 
ploys English  translation  to 
reveal  a rollicking  love  song. 

About  halfway  through 
the  show,  the  band  launched 
into  its  most  notorious  num- 
ber, a deliberately  provoca- 
tive song  about  the  power 
and  the  folly  of  revenge. 

Called  “Six  Million  Ger- 
mans/Nakam,”  it  recounts 


performance  in  Freiburg, 

(JTA  Photo:  Ruth  Ellen  Gruber) 

how  East  European  Jewish 
partisans  formed  a group 
called  Nakam  (Revenge) 
that  sought  to  avenge  the  six 
million  Jews  killed  in  the 
Holocaust  by  poisoning  Ger- 
mans’ bread  and  water. 

The  plot  was  foiled,  and 
Nakam  disbanded.  Its  leader, 
Abba  Kovner,  went  on  to  be- 
come one  of  Israel’s  most 
noted  poets. 

“Six  million  Germans, 
six  million  Germans!"  goes 
the  chorus,  chanted  against 
the  background  of  bouncy 
klezmer  riffs  combined  with 
a spirited  oompah  march. 

The  audience  seemed  to 
love  it. 

“Ultimately,  it’s  not  about 
the  absence  of  justice  or  vic- 
tims,” Kahn  told  me  when 
we  sat  and  talked  after  the 
show.  “It’s  not  about  Jews 
and  Germans;  it’s  about  re- 
venge. It’s  about  the  sense  of 
vengeance  and  whether  or 
not  that  really  has  sense.” 

Kahn  told  me  how  histo- 
ry provided  an  inescapable 
background  for  his  work. 

“I  think  we’re  all  doomed 
to  repeat  history  whether  we 
want  to  or  not,”  Kahn  said. 
“The  question  is  what  part  of 
history  are  we  going  to  re- 
peat? Even  if  you  don't  ac- 
tively remember  the  past,  the 
past  is  going  to  come  and  re- 
mind you  of  itself.” 

There  was  something 
“naively  sort  of  quaint" 
about  Holocaust  denial,  he 
added.  But  other  forms  of 


deliberate  amnesia  can  also 
be  destructive,  Kahn  said. 

“It  would  be  nice  if  we 
were  the  kind  of  animal  that 
can’t  do  these  things  to  each 
other,”  he  said.  “But  to  deny 
that  we  did  it  then  is  to  deny 
that  we’re  doing  it  now.  It’s 
to  deny  a very  real  problem 
that  humanity  has  to  deal 
with,  which  is  the  problem 
of  racism,  fascism,  dehu- 
manization, collective  pun- 
ishment. 

“We  sing  songs  about 
this,  about  memory,  about 
memory  politics.  But  ulti- 
mately it’s  not  only  about  do 
we  remember  or  are  we  re- 
membering or  is  there  some- 
thing to  remember.  It’s  what 
exactly  are  we  supposed  to 
not  forget,  what  does  ‘never 
again’  really  mean. 

“Is  it  ‘never  again’  to 
us?”  he  asked.  “Is  it  never 
forget  this?  We  need  to  look 
again  at  what  it  is  we’re  sup- 
posed to  remember.” 

A few  days  before  I saw 
the  Painted  Bird,  the  music 
critic  of  the  Jewish  Chroni- 
cle of  London , Paul  Lester, 
raised  hackles  in  the  Jewish 
music  world  by  slamming 
what  he  called  “the  fake 
roots  music  of  the  klezmer 
brigade.” 

“The  best  Jewish  music 
or  rather,  the  . best  music  by 
Jews  - reflects  the  moment 
and  is  somehow  a response 
to  the  times  in  which  it  was 
made,”  Lester  wrote.  “And 
if  there  is  a Jewish  voice,  it 
is  not  to  be  heard  in  klezmer, 
maybe  because  it  is  being 
drowned  out  by  all  those 
clarinets,  violins  and  accor- 
dions.” 

The  Jewish  voice  he  was 
seeking,  Lester  wrote,  was 
“urbane,  witty,  sharp,  smart, 
savvy,  often  satirical  and 
thoroughly  contemporary.  It 
also  has  an  American  ac- 
cent.” 

To  my  ears,  that’s  a pret- 
ty good  description  of  The 
Painted  Bird. 

Ruth  Ellen  Gruber 's 
books  include  National  Geo- 
graphic Jewish  Heritage 
Travel:  A Guide  to  Eastern 
Europe,  Letters  from  Europe 
(and  Elsewhere),  and  Virtu- 
ally Jewish:  Reinventing 

Jewish  Culture  in  Europe. 
She  blogs  on  Jewish  heritage 
issues  at  jewish-heritage- 
travel.blogspot.com. 


MEMBERS  MEETING 


A meeting  of  the  members 
of  the 

Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 

< 

will  be  held  on 

Wednesday,  May  13,  2009 
7:00  pm 
Social  Hall  A 

The  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building 

Meeting  is  open  to  the  public. 

Contact:  Dawn  Paterson  613-798-4696,  ext.  236 
dpaterson@j  ewishottawa . com 


Live  Generously. 


www.jewishottawa.com 
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Leonard  Cohen  to  perform 
Ottawa  concerts  May  25-26 


Leonard  Cohen,  poet,  novelist  and  singer-songwriter,  the 
subject  of  numerous  books,  documentary  films  and  academic 
conferences,  and  whose  every  public  work  and  statement  is 
discussed  by  fans  from  around  the  world  on  several  Internet 
forums,  may  well  be  the  most  famous  of  all  Canadian  Jews. 

Last  year,  Cohen,  74,  returned  to  the  concert  stage  for  the 
first  time  in  1 5 years.  As  almost  a year  of  international  tour- 
ing winds  down,  he  will  perform  two  Ottawa  concerts.  May 
25  and  26,  at  the  National  Arts  Centre’s  Southam  Hall. 

Cohen  was  bom  in  Montreal  to  one  of  the  city’s  most 
prominent  Jewish  families.  In  1 934.  the  year  he  was  bom, 
Cohen’s  paternal  grandfather,  Lyon  Cohen,  ended  his  15- 
year  tenure  as  founding  president  of  Canadian  Jewish  Con- 
gress. His  maternal  grandfather,  Rabbi  Solomon  Klinitsky- 
Klein,  was  a prominent  Talmudic  scholar.  Nathan  Cohen, 
Leonard’s  father,  a clothing  manufacturer,  died  when  the  boy 
was  just  nine  years  old.  Masha  Cohen,  his  mother,  from 
whom  he  inherited  a love  for  songs  and  poetry,  died  in  1978. 

Growing  up,  Cohen  studied  extensively  with  his  rabbinic 
grandfather  and  was  profoundly  influenced  by  him  on  sever- 
al levels.  In  much  the  same  way  that  he  and  the  rabbi  would 
spend  many  hours  discussing  the  meaning  of  a single  sen- 
tence, Cohen  has  said  he  often  devotes  similar  amounts  of 
time,  sometimes  more,  to  a turn  of  phrase  in  a poem  or  song. 
As  well,  there  are  the  biblical  and  Judaic  themes  in  much  of 
his  work. 

As  a McGill  student  in  the  early- 1950s,  Cohen  began  to 
make  his  mark  as  a poet.  His  first  book  of  poems,  Let  Us 
Compare  Mythologies,  was  published  in  1956  and  Cohen 
quickly  became  one  of  the  city’s  major  English-language  lit- 
erary figures.  In  1957,  along  with  mentors  Irving  Layton, 
Louis  Dudek,  Frank  Scott  and  A.M.  Klein,  he  was  recorded 
for  Six  Montreal  Poets,  a Folkways  record  album.  Other  ac- 
claimed books  of  poetry  soon  followed. 

In  1963,  Cohen’s  first  novel,  The  Favorite  Game,  was 
published.  Cohen’s  protagonist,  Lawrence  Breavman,  the 
son  of  a prominent  Jewish  family  from  Westmount  who  loses 
his  father  early  and  achieves  literary  fame  as  a university  stu- 
dent, was  clearly  based  on  himself.  The  book  vividly  de- 
scribes Breavman’s  coming  of  age,  his  move  from  beyond 
the  parochial  world  of  his  upbringing  into  bohemian  circles 
and  the  conflicts  of  a Jewish  man  falling  in  love  with  a gen- 
tile woman. 

A second  novel,  the  abstract  and  somewhat  difficult  Beau- 
tiful Losers,  followed  in  1966.  This  book  was  an  experimen- 
tal, post-modern  novel  about  the  obsessions  of  a love  triangle 
that  seemingly  drew  its  inspiration  from  the  conflicts  among 
the  French,  the  English  and  Indians  in  colonial  times  and  in 
the  contemporary  world  of  Quebec’s  Quiet  Revolution. 

In  his  youth,  Cohen  had  learned  to  play  guitar  and  dabbled 
with. traditional  folksongs.  As  a McGill  student,  he  played  in 
the  Buckskin  Boys,  an  amateur  country  and  western  trio. 
Eventually,  Cohen’s  interest  in  music  and  poetry  would  inter- 
twine in  song.  Around  the  time  that  Beautiful  Losers  was  pub- 
lished, Cohen  turned  his  attention  to  songwriting. 

The  1960s  were  an  exciting  time  for  innovative  songwrit- 
ers. Another  Jewish  songwriter.  Bob  Dylan  (bom  Robert 
Zimmerman),  had  combined  the  musical  influences  of 
Woody  Guthrie  and  traditional  American  folksongs  with  the 
literary  influences  of  beat  poets  and  novelists  like  Allan 
Ginsberg  and  Jack  Kerouac,  thereby  redefining  what  could 
be  accomplished  in  a song. 

Cohen  attended  Dylan’s  1966  concert  in  Montreal  and 
was  drawn  to  that  creative  challenge.  Ultimately,  it  was  as  a 
singer-songwriter  that  Cohen  would  attain  his  most  enduring 
fame. 

Shortly  after,  Cohen  met  Judy  Collins,  the  popular 
folksinger,  and  sang  two  of  his  earliest  songs  for  her: 


Poet  and  singer-songwriter  Leonard  Cohen  will  perform 
two  concerts  at  the  NAC.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Sony  BMG) 


“Suzanne,”  filled  with  images  evoking  Old  Montreal,  proba- 
bly the  great  Montreal  song,  and  the  harrowing.  Brecht-like, 
“Dress  Rehearsal  Rag.”  Collins  recorded  both  songs  on  an 
album  released  in  1967  and  Cohen's  career  as  a major  con- 
temporary songwriter  was  launched.  Within  a year,  his  first 
LP,  Songs  of  Leonard  Cohen,  was  released  to  critical  acclaim. 

Jewish  and  Jewish-influenced  themes  have  often  been  ev- 
ident in  many  of  Cohen’s  songs.  One  of  the  key  songs  on 
Cohen's  first  album  was  “The  Stranger  Song.”  Although 
Cohen  voices  the  song  as  an  observer  singing  in  the  third 
person,  the  listener  is  left  with  the  impression  that  Cohen 
himself  is,  indeed,  the  stranger.  Cohen’s  imagery  of  the 
stranger  in  this  song  is  highly  influenced  by  the  thesis  of 
Jewish  philosopher  Franz  Rosenzweig  that  the  Jewish  people 
are,  by  definition,  strangers  in  the  Diaspora  countries  in 
which  they  live. 

Another  early  example  of  Jewish  themes  in  Cohen’s 
songwriting  can  be  found  in  “Story  of  Isaac,”  based  on  the 
biblical  story  of  Abraham  preparing  to  sacrifice  his  son.  It 
appeared  on  his  second  album.  Songs  from  a Room.  Here 
Cohen  sings  in  the  first  person,  from  Isaac’s  perspective,  of 
being  led  to  the  sacrifice.  Ultimately,  Cohen  turns  the  song 
into  a rabbinic-style  morality  lesson  on  the  ethics  of  one  gen- 
eration sacrificing  the  lives  of  the  next. 

Cohen  was  in  Greece  when  the  Yom  Kippur  War  broke 
out  in  1973.  Immediately,  he  flew  to  Israel  with  his  guitar 
and  performed  concerts  for  the  soldiers  at  the  front  lines,  an 
episode  that  he  would  invoke  a quarter-century  later  when 
his  commitment  to  Judaism  was  called  into  question. 

As  a poet  and  songwriter,  Cohen  sees  himself  as  part  of  a 
tradition  that  goes  back  to  biblical  times.  “Hallelujah,” 
which  he  first  recorded  in  1984  on  the  Various  Positions 
album,  and  which  is  one  of  his  most-covered  songs  by  other 
artists  - three  different  versions  of  the  song  recently  topped 
the  British  pop  charts  - invokes  images  of  King  David  com- 
posing his  own  “Hallelujah,”  and  praising  God  just  as  he’s 
tempted  by  Bathsheba. 

In  the  late- 1980s  and  early- 1990s,  Cohen’s  career  as  a 
recording  and  performing  artist  reached  new  heights  of  pop- 
ularity. Every  album  was  critically  acclaimed,  his  concerts 
filled  theatres  around  the  world,  and  he  was  the  recipient  of 
a long  list  of  awards  including  several  Junos,  membership  in 
the  Canadian  Music  Hall  of  Fame  and  the  Order  ot  Canada, 
an  honorary  doctorate  from  McGill  University,  and  the 


Music 

gp  m 

Michael  Regenstreif 

Governor  General’s  Performing  Arts  Award. 

Then,  in  1994,  Cohen  withdrew  from  public  life  and 
moved  to  the  Mount  Baldy  Zen  Center  in  California.  Zen  is 
a branch  of  Buddhism  that  stresses  meditation  and  offers  no 
discussion  of  God.  In  1996,  he  became  a Zen  monk.  There 
were  some  who  used  the  incident  to  call  Cohen’s  commit- 
ment to  Judaism  into  question.  According  to  Cohen,  his  prac- 
tice of  Zen  was  not  contradictory  to  being  Jewish.  In  “Not  a 
Jew,”  a 1997  poem,  Cohen  wrote: 

“Anyone  who  says 
I'm  not  a Jew 
is  not  a Jew 
I’m  very  sorry 
but  this  is  final 

So  says: 

Eliezar,  son  of  Nissan, 
priest  of  Israel; 
a.k.a. 

Nightingale  of  the  Sinai, 

Yom  Kippur  1973; 
a.k.a. 

Jikan  the  Unconvincing 
Zen  monk, 
a.k.a. 

Leonard  Cohen  ..." 

In  1999,  Cohen  left  Mount  Baldy  and  moved  to  Los  Ange- 
les. In  2002,  he  told  an  interviewer  that  the  years  he  spent  at 
the  Zen  centre  had  strengthened  his  commitment  to  Judaism. 

“You  just  enter  into  that  4,000-year-old  conversation  with 
God  and  the  sages,”  he  said. 

In  2001,  Cohen  released  Ten  New  Songs  and  one  of  the 
most  striking  was  "By  the  Rivers  Dark,”  inspired  by  Psalm 
137,  attributed  to  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  which  laments  the 
destruction  of  the  first  Temple  and  the  exile  of  the  Jews  to 
Babylon. 

Cohen’s  most  recent  solo  album  was  Dear  Heather,  re- 
leased in  2004.  He  used  three  songs  on  the  album  to  recall 
his  roots  in  the  Montreal  literary  scene  and  pay  tribute  to 
Frank  Scott,  Irving  Layton  and  A.M.  Klein,  three  of  his  po- 
etry mentors.  “To  A Teacher,”  dedicated  to  Klein,  is  a musi- 
cal setting  of  a poem  with  several  Judaic  references  that  was 
written  while  the  older  poet  was  battling  mental  illness.  It 
was  first  published  in  Cohen’s  1961  book.  The  Spice-Box  of 
Earth. 

In  2005,  Cohen  discovered  that  Kelly  Lynch,  his  former 
manager  had  sold  the  publishing  rights  to  his  songs,  and  em- 
bezzled about  $5  million  U.S.  from  him,  almost  his  entire  sav- 
ings. Despite  winning  a $9  million  lawsuit  against  Lynch,  ul- 
timately, he  was  unable  to  recover  the  money.  It’s  been  spec- 
ulated that  this  personal  financial  crisis,  in  advance  of  the 
world's  financial  crisis,  prompted  Cohen’s  return  to  the  stage. 

Whatever  the  reasons  for  Cohen’s  return,  his  recent  con- 
certs have  generated  universal  acclaim.  Cohen,  critics  say, 
has  been  performing  his  songs  with  the  same  kind  of  depth 
that  he  applied  to  their  creation. 

Tickets  to  Leonard  Cohen’s  Ottawa  concerts  are  available 
at  the  National  Arts  Centre  box  office  or  through  Ticketmas- 
ter  at  613-755-11 1 1 or  tinyurl.com/bs3gyy, 

Editor's  note:  Parts  of  this  column  appeared  in  a 2004 
article  I wrote  for  the  Canadian  Jewish  News  marking 
Leonard  Cohen 's  70th  birthday. 
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WHAT’S  GOING  ON 

March  9 to  22,  2009 


For  more  community  listings, 
visit  ottawa.planitjewish.com 
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WEEKLY  EVENTS 

MONDAYS  & THURSDAYS 

Motorin’  Munchkins,  spon- 
sored by  Ganon  Preschool,  for  kids 
aged  5 and  under.  Parent/caregiver- 
supervised  playtime  in  gymnasium 
with  equipment,  9:00  am  - 12:00  pm. 
Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  280. 

TUESDAYS 

Israeli  Folkdancing,  learn 
dances,  have  fun,  no  experience 
necessary.  Hillel  Academy,  31  Nadol- 
ny  Sachs  Private,  6:30  pm.  Info:  613- 
722-9323. 


i 


CANDLELIGHTING 

BEFORE 

Mar  13  $ 6:47  pm 

Mar  20  £ 6:56  pm 


FRIDAYS 

Shabbat  Shalom,  sponsored  by 
Ganon  Preschool,  leam  about  Shab- 
bat through  crafts,  stories,  games 
and  songs.  Drop-in  program  for  ages 
5 and  under.  Parent/caregiver  must 
accompany,  9:30  am.  Info:  613-798- 
9818,  ext.  280. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  9 
Purim  in  the  Jungle,  sponsored 
by  Ottawa  Torah  Center  Chabad,  in- 
cluding dinner  and  live  animals,  and 
featuring  Jamey  Turner  who  makes 
music  on  wine  glasses,  6:30  pm. 
Info:  613-823-0866. 

Jetsetters  Purim  Party,  spon- 
sored by  Jewish  Education  through 
Torah  and  Young  Adults  Division, 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa.  Mas- 
querade and  Moroccan  Buffet.  The 
Velvet  Room,  62  Vi  York  Street,  7:00 
pm.  Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  247. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  10 
Purim  Celebration,  sponsored 
by  Young  Israel  of  Ottawa.  Commu- 
nity is  invited  for  live  music,  chil- 


dren's activities  and  costume  prizes. 
627  Kirkwood  Avenue,  5:30  pm.  Info: 
613-722-8394. 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  18 
Let’s  Do  Lunch,  sponsored  by 
Jewish  Family  Services  .and  Agudath 
Israel.  Luncheon  and  entertainment. 
Agudath  Israel,  1400  Coldrey  Av- 
enue, 12:00  pm.  Info:  613-728-3501. 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  22 
Mazel  Tov  Brunch,  in  honour  of 
Terry  Schwarzfeld  being  named  Na- 
tional President  of  Canadian  Hadas- 
sah-WIZO.  Community  invited.  Tem- 
ple Israel,  1301  Prince  of  Wales 
Drive,  11:30  am.  Info:  613-226-5435. 


Shalom 

Ottawa 

Rogers 
Television  22 


Shalom  Ottawa,  our  community 
program  on  Rogers  22,  noon  (repeat- 
ed Thursday,  March  26  at  6:00  pm, 
and  Saturday,  March  28  at  noon). 


COMING  SOON 


MONDAY,  MARCH  23 

Against  the  Tide  film  premiere,  sponsored  by 
Friends  of  Simon  Wiesenthal  Center. 
Narrated  by  Dustin  Hoffman,  a compelling 
documentary  of  what  happened  in  the  U.S. 

and  Canada  during  the  Holocaust, 
exposing  the  inaction  of  the  governments 
of  these  countries. 

Library  and  Archives  Canada, 

395  Wellington  Street,  7:30  pm. 

Info:  1-866-864-9735,  ext.  29. 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  29 
Books  and  Bagels  Series,  sponsored  by 
Temple  Israel.  Abraham  - A Journey  to  the 
Heart  of  Three  Faiths  by  Bruce  Feiler 
will  be  discussed  by  representatives 
of  three  religions  united  by  Abraham. 

Temple  Israel, 

1301  Prince  of  Wales  Drive,  9:30  am. 

Info:  613^594-4556. 
Kaleidoscope  of  Jewish  Song 
by  Musica  Ebraica,  features  members  of  the 
Ottawa  Chamber  Orchestra.  Temple  Israel, 


1301  Prince  of  Wales  Drive,  3:00  pm. 
Info:  613-224-7073. 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  2 

Fourth  Annual  Shalom  Bayit  Women’s  Seder, 
sponsored  by  Jewish  Family  Services 
of  Ottawa.  Congregation  Agudath  Israel, 
1400  Coldrey  Avenue,  6:00  pm. 

Info:  613-722-2225,  ext.  246. 

MONDAY,  APRIL  20 
Community  Yom  HaShoah 
Commemoration,  7:00  pm. 

Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  276. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  21 
National  Holocaust  Remembrance  Day 
Ceremony,  Parliament  Hill,  3:00  pm. 

Info:  416-785-1333. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  29 
Yom  Ha'Atzmaut  2009,  celebrating  Israel’s 
61st  birthday.  Ottawa  Civic  Centre,  5:00  pm. 
Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  225. 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  activities  take  place  at  The  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building,  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private. 


This  information  is  taken  from  the  community  calendar  maintained  by  the  Jewish  Ottawa  InfoCentre.  Organizations  which  would  like  their  events  to  be  listed,  no  matter  where  they  are  to  be  held,  should  send  the  information  to  InfoCentre  co- 
ordinator Benita  Siemiatycki  via  e-mail  at  bsiemlatycki@jewishottawa.com  or  tax  at  613-798-4695.  She  can  also  be  reached  by  telephone  at  613-798-4644.  Accurate  details  must  be  provided  and  all  events  must  be  open  to  the  Jewish  public. 


2008:  Another  Great  Year  at  Romspen 


9.9 % compounded 
9.5 % simple 


Many  investors  now  regret  that  they  took  on  more  risk  than  they  realized  by 
overweighting  their  portfolios  with  stock  market  investments.  They  are  now 
waiting  for  these  investments  to  recover.  But  is  this  really  the  best  solution? 

For  a risk-averse  investment  strategy  consider  the  Romspen  Mortgage 
Investment  Fund,  a leading  Canadian  commercial  mortgage  lender.  Since 
inception  and  including  2008,  investors  in  the  RMIF  have  earned  about  10%  per 
annum.  That's  not  just  a paper  gain  - it’s  cash  paid  to  investors  each  and  every 
month.  Please  visit  our  new  website  and  call  us  toll  free  for  an  information  package. 


t 


R O M S P E 

mortgage  Investment  fund 


162  Cumberland  Street,  Suite  300 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5R  3N5 

Tel:  416.966.1100 
Toll  Free:  1.800.494.0389 

www.romspen.com 


Condolences 


Condolences  • 
are  extended 
to  the  families  of: 

Helen  Fonberg 
Lotte  Molot 
Isadore  “Scott”  Smith 
Leah  Steinman 

May  their  memory 
be  a blessing 
always. 


The  Condolence  Column 
is  offered  as  a public  service 
to  the  community. 

There  is  no  charge. 

For  a listing 
in  this  column, 
please  call 
Carolene  Preap, 
613-798-4696,  ext.  232. 

Voice  mail  is  available. 


Bulletin 

DEADLINES 

March  1 8 for  April  6 
April  7 for  April  27 
April  22  for  May  1 1 * 
May  6 for  May  25 
May  27  for  June  15 
June  30  for  July  20 
July  29  for  August  1 7 

* Community-wide  Issue  (all  dates  subject  to  change) 


Would  you 
like  to  advertise 
in  the 
Ottawa 
Jewish 
Bulletin? 

Contact 

Rhoda 

Saslove-Miller 
613-798-4696, 
ext.  256 


